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SC TE ACCOUNT OF SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 
[- ith a View of the Paternal Houfe of that great Man.*] 


HE name of the great New- 
von is fpread fo far and 
wide, that in the civilized world 
there are few men who have not 
heard of hith: to. moft of thofe 
whofe education has not been to- 
tally negletted, much of his hiftory 
isknown. The fons of fcience 
dwell on his ‘name with rapture, 
and recolleét hisendgwments with 
gratitude to him who faid 


‘ Let Newton de, and all was light :’ 


By moft of them his hiftory has 
been read again and again. 
Neverthelefs, we prefume it 
will hardly be thought improper 
to accompany the view of the 
houfe (as it appeared A. D. 1782) 
in which that illuftrious man firft 
faw that light which he afterwards 
fo well defined, with a few detach- 
ed anecdotes of him, which may 
not, perhaps, be unentertaining to 
any, and may eventually bea mean 
of ftimulating fome of our young 
citizens to make themfelves better 
acquainted with the character and 
hiftory of one who was, asa mem- 
of fociety, a philofopher and 
Vox. VI. No. s. 


a chriftian, an honour to humana 
nature. 

He was born the 25th of De- 
cember, 1642, at the village of 
Woolfthorpe, Lincolnfhire, fome 
little time after the death of his 
father, who was not affluent, nor 
abfolutely poor, (poffeiling a pa- 
ternal eftate of fy pounds fterling 
per annum;) ‘but his mother, who 
was of a refpeétable family of the 
name of Ayfcough, beftowed on 
hima liberal education, to which 
fhe was induced by the advice of 
friends, who faw the dawnings of 
that genius which afterwards afto- 
nifhed the world by its brightnefs. 
The ftadents of Trinity College, 
in the Englifh Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, ftill, with a laudable ex- 
ultation, point out to ftrangers the 
apartments he there occupied, 

he improvement he made there, 
muft be fought for in his works, 
an account of which will be found 
in the hiftories of his life, particu- 
larly in the Gentleman’s Magazine 
for November, 1772- 

After a life of glotious ufeful- 
nefs, he died at the age of eighty- 

A. five, 


* The intelligent reader will eafily perceive, that the-irradiated window Ja the 
Sngraving points out the apartment in which he was borne 
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five, at Kenfington, near London. 
His love of ftudy fo occupied his 
mind, and he was fo abforbed in 
the contemplation of celeftial 
wonders, that mere mortal beauty 
never could fo far attract his at- 
tention, as to induce him to form 
any conneétion with that fex 
whofe charms contribute fo effen- 
tially to the happinefs of mankind. 

His temper was fo mild and 
equal, that fcarcely any accident 
could move it. One inftance, in 
particular, is recorded as a proof: 
—Sir Ifaac being called out of his 
ftudy into an adjoining room, a 
favourite little dog, who was left 
behind, unfortunately overthrew 
alighted candle amongft a heap of 
papers, which in a few minutes 
irretrievably deftroyed the almoft 
finifhed labour of many years. Sir 
Ifaac returned too late, but to be- 
hold the dreadful wreck; when, 


Theatrical Regifter. No. VII. 


inftead of flying ina rage, or vent. 
ing himfelf in unavailing ¢om. 
plaints, he rebuked the author of 
the misfortune with only, « Oh, 
Diamond, Diamond! thou itd. 
knoweft the mifchief thou haf 
done;” and fhewed no other mark 
of refentment. 

It will certainly endear the me. 
mory of Newton to every lover of 
religion, to know, that after hay- 
ing attained more knowledge than 
had fallen to the fhare of any of 
his predeceffors; {o far fram being 
puffed up by the pride of {cience 
as to defpife revelation, he took 
every opportunity to avow his 
belief of and truft in the truths of 
religion as revealed in the holy 
{criptures. 

We cannot conclude this ac- 
count better than by the following 
elegant lines, written on the fpot 
where Newton was born:— 


«* Here Newton dawn’d, here lofty Wifdom ’woke, 
** And to the wondering world divinely fpoke. 
“Tf Tully ns when Phzedrus’ fteps he trod, 


“* Or fancy 


orm’d philofophy a god; 


“If fages ftill for Homer’s birth contend,— 

*¢ The fons of fcience at this dome muft bend. 

** All hail the fhrine! all hail the natal day! 

* Cam* boafts his noon—this cot his morning ray.” 


CIVIS. 


* A name given to the Univerfity of Cambridge. 











For the New-York MaGaAzine. 
THEATRICAL REGISTER.—wNo. VII. 


Wednefday, April 29, 
RS. Pow wath nighete Heigh 
ho fora hufband;” a piece 
altogether unfit for our ftage, and 
treated this night with deferved 
neglect by the ufual frequenters 
of our Theatre; although the night 
of a favourite performer. Farce 
‘* Double Difguife.” : 
Saturday, May 2d. “ Zenobia,” 
and * Children in the Wood.” 

Mrs. Melmoth’s benefit, 


Mr. Murphy’s tragedy of Zeno- 
bia has certainly merit, though not 
of the firft rate. The performance 
of benefit plays perhaps ought not 
to be noticed. Mrs. yeeros!“ 
pleafure, and fully fupported her 
reputation. 

Monday, ath. * School for Grey 
beards;” a French opera; and 
“* Jeane d’Arc,” a pantomime 
for the benefitof Madame Gardie. 


The opera was pleating; fome Ps 

















Theatrical Regifter. No. VII. 259 


ye fongs very much fo. This is 
a acer we have heard Ma- 
dame Gardie, though we have fo 
ofien feen her with delight: we 
now heard her with much plea- 
fure. The pantomime, founded 
oa the well known ftory’ of the 
Maid of Orleans, gave much fatif- 
faction. 

Thurfday, 7th. Mr. Hallam’s 
night. We were treated with Mrs. 
Cowley’s excellent comedy of 
« Which is the Man,” and “ La 
Foret Noire.” i 

Saturday oth. Mrs. King’s night. 
“ Richard the Third,”’and ** Farm 
Houfe.” Mr. Hodgkinfon’s per- 
formance of the tyrant was very 
generally approved. Mrs. Mel- 
moth drew tears from her audi- 
eace, not excepting fome of that 
part who were on the ftage with 
her; we allude to Mifs Harding, 
in the charaéter of Edward, who, 
joined to inimitable playing, 
fhowed feeling which did her {till 
greater credit. The Farm Houfe 
is an alteration of Johnfon’s Coun- 
try Lafles, by Kemble. We think 
it will not remain on our ftage. 

Monday, 11th. Mr. Martin’s be- 
neft. A comedy by Murphy, 
called, “« Know your own Mind,” 
@ Ballet Dance, and ‘“* Edgar and 
Emmeline.” 

Thurfday, 14th. The tragedy of 
“ The Robbers,” from ye Ger- 
man of Schiller, and altered from 
the Englith tranflation to. /wit our 
Company, for the benefit of Mr. 
Marriott. The tragedy is beyond 
the ftrength of the company, and 
nothing can excufe its being play- 
ed but Jenefit times. 

Saturday, 16th, Mr. Richards 
took “ The Carmelite” for his be- 
nefit, and the ** Beggar’s Opera,” 
cut down. 

Monday, 18:h. For the benefit 
of Mr. Woolls, “* Which is the 


Man,” a Ballet Dance, and * Ed- 
gar and Emmeline.” We were 
forry to obferve that Mrs. Hallam 
was very ill. 

Wednefday, 20th. Mrs. Hamil- 
ton’s night. ** Chapter of Acci- 
dents,’’ Ballet Dance, and ‘* De- 
ferter.” 

The Chapter of Accidents is a 
comedy of real merit, and does 
honour to its fair writer. The 
Deferter is well known, and has 
feldom been better filled on any 
ftage than on this, at the prefent 
time. .We with Mrs. Hamilton’s 
benefit frém the night had been 
ftill greater than it-was; for we 
efteem her well worthy of public 
favour. Always obliging, induf- 
trious, and correét in her ftudy, 
fhe gives proof of a full compre- 
henfion of her author, and. in cha- 
racters fuited to herage and figure, 
always gives full fatisfaction. 

Friday, 22d. For Mrs. Mar- 
riott’s benefit, “ Every One has his 
Fault; ‘* The Bird Catcher,” and 
“ The Chimera, or Effufions of 
Fancy,” a farce from the lady’s 
own pen—a farce certainly un- 
equalled by any thing except. its 
oma prologue; a prologue unri- 
yalled by any thing but its own 
farce. : , 

Monday, 25th. ** The Rage,” 
and * The Humours of Killarney,” 
for the benefit of Mr. Hallam, jun. 

The comedy of the Rage is by 
the author of the Dramatilt, who, 
in our opinion, has written no- 
thing equal to his firft play. The 
Rage has been very popular. fn 
London, more to the difcredit of 
the audiencesthan to the credit of 
the author. It is bad comedy or 
good farce. 

Wednefday, 27th. Mr. Nelfon’s 
night.  Zenobia,’’ and * Don 
Juan.” 
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260 Charagier of Governor Living fon. 


Charafter of his Excellency Witt1am Livincaton, Ef; LLD. lat 
Governor of the fate of New-Ferfey—Extracted from the Serma deli. 
vered at the interment of his xemains, by the Reverend Alexander Mac. 


whorter, D.D. 


IS Excellency Governor Living- 
. fon was defcended from an 
eminent family in the ftate of 
New-York; A family diftinguith- 
ed for their numbers—their opu- 
lence-—their mental abilities, and 
chriftian virtues: A family re- 
markable for their attachment to 
liberty, and their oppofition to ar- 
bitrary power, both civil and ec- 
clefiattical. s 
Our Governor was by nature 
blefied with a genius and talents 
far fuperior to the common level. 
His mind was great and compre- 
henfive—his imagination brilliant, 
refined, and elegant; and his me- 
mory ftrong and retentive. Thofe 
natural endowments were e..'y 
polithed by the beft education our 
infant country could afford. And 
all thefe advantages were after- 
wards improved by a long and 
clofe application to reading and 
ftudy, which rendered him emi- 
nent in his profeffion; and his 
fame as a writer, both in profe 
and poetry, was great, not only jn 
America, but alfo in Europe— 
He was remarkable from his 
youth for plainnefs-and fimplicity 
in his drefs and manners. The 
fplendor of equipage, pomp, and 
fhow, as he never aflumed it him- 
felf, fo neither did he much ad- 
mire it in others. He was an 
excellent claffical fcholar—iati- 
mately acquainted with the mo 
celebrated writers of the laft and 
een age—had well digefted the 
ellesLettres—wasa greatadmirer 
of the fine arts; and facrificed. 
much to the mufes. His writings 
are fraught with the evidencesofa 
{trong mind, an accuratejudgment,. 
a refined tafte, and extenfiyeknow. 


: 


ledge. His learned accomplifh- 
ments, ftriking fentiments, toge. 
ther with his claffical elegance of 
ftile, entitle him to rank among 
the firft of our modern writers.— 
He carried not only an elegant, 
but, at feafons, a fevere pen. In 
that fpecies of writing ftiled /a. 
tire, none have equalled ‘him in 
this. country, and few have fr. 
paffed him in any other. 

He early embarked in the caufe 
of civil and te oe liberty; and 
his pen was diligently and zeal- 
oufly employed in its defence, 
When Great-Britain infringed our 
rights by the hae the revenue 
a, and afterwards exerted herielf 
to accomplifh her purpofe by the 
fword, he became a warm advo- 
eate for the American fide of the 
queftion. The keennefs and fe 
verity of his political writings €x- 
ceedingly exafperated the enemy, 
and foon diftinguifhed him s.an 
objeét of their peculiar hatred and 
revenge. They were no lef im- 
portant in fupporting, encourag- 
ing, and comforting the Amer: 
cans, exciting that fpirit of enth- 
fiafm for liberty, which -caufed 
them to rufh to the high places of 
the field for its defence. 4t Is pro- 
bable his pen contributed not 4 
little to the infpiring of the mili- 
tia of New-Jerfey with that re 
dinefs to turn ont upon alarms 
and that firmnefs, perfeveranceaa 
bravery, for which they were fo 
remarkable during the war. | 

His great abilities, his uniform 
and zealous attachment to the li 


_ berties of America, induced pvt 


legiflature, early in the revolution, 
to eleé& him to the firft feat of he- 


nour in this government. His !®- 
tegrity; 














rong 


ant, 


{es 








Charatter of Governor Living fton. 26% 


ty, his republican virtue, his 
ihpeace, faithfalnefs and punc- 
tality in the difcharge of the du- 
ties of his exalted ftatton, {ecured 
to him the dignity of being an- 
nually chofen the firft magiftrate 
ofthe ftate, fgr a long feries of 
years—and, no doubt, had his life 
been fpared, the ‘wifdom of our 
leviflature would have’ continued 
this preference for many years to 
come. esata opal 

He was often appointed by the 
people to reprefent them in con- 
gentions and conpreffes. ° He was a 
delegate in the General Convention 
which framed ovr conftitution: 
and at ali times he did honovr to 
bisappointment by performing his 
part. with judement, activity, and 
ability. 

Our Governor was a perfon of 
inflexible uprightiets, and the 
ftrigteft honefty—an eminent ex- 
ample of virtuein his life and con- 
verfation, as well as fixed and un- 
fhaken in his Chriftian princi- 
ples. His religion partook not 
inthe leaft of any deiftic com- 
plexion, which is too prevalent 
among the great in our day. After 
the fulleft inveftigation of the 
fubjeét, he refted in. the. certain 
conviction of the divinity of Chrif- 
tanity, He obeyed its precepts 
dad experienced its power. His 
ah was equally free from en- 
thofiafn and fuperitition on’ the 
one hand, and from bigotry on 
the other. Creeds and ftandards 
of orthodoxy, the inventions of 
fallible men, as frequently em- 
ployed, werenot held by him inthe 
higheft eftimation. He deemed it 
Proper’ for every party of Chrif= 
ans to publith the fenfe in which 
they underftood the fcriptures, for 
the inftruétion of their adherents 
and pofterity, and for the infor- 
mation of each other, that they 
might know wherein they agreed 


and wherein they differed. But 
human fyftems being often im- 
proved for the deftruction of cha- 
rity, and the promotion of bigotry 
and a party fpirit, the adopting or 
fub{cribing of them as ‘enjoined 
by many churches, did not meet 
the approbation of his mind. The 
imaginary divine right of the forms 
of ecclefiaftical government, of 
modes, rites and ceremonies, which 
havedivided and marred the Chrif- 
tian church, he fincerely defpifed. 
The growing liberality of mind, 
and the increafing charity he per- 
ceived among the American Chrif- 
tians and churches-of various de- 
nominations, he ufed often to {peak 
of with pleafure. 

Not to enlarge upon the charac- 
ter of this great man, whom we 
this dav lament, let it fuffice brief- 
ly to fay, that his genius was ex- 
tenfive and various—his accoin- 
plifhments diftinguifhed and fhin- 
ing—his religion without fuper- 
ftition and bigotry, and his poli- 
tical principles purely republican, 
Honefty and uprightnefs fhone in 
him with peculiar luftre—The 
ftate beheld in lim an eminent 
example of induftry and cecono- 
my—He was juft without rigour 
—-merciful without partiality— 
and great without pride-—He fil- 
led the firft feat of government 
with an affemblage of illuftrious 
virtues, 

- It is no common lofs that we 
this day mourn;—therefore no 
common forrow can be adequate 
tothe gloomy—the dark and aw- 
ful occafion. Itis not a fingle 
family that this day mourns—It is 
nota finglefociety, town or coun- 
try, but our whole land feels the 
ftroke, and our bereaved ftate is 
moft fenfibly affected. The head, 
the guide, the director, and he 
who Feld the helm of our govern- 


ment, is no more! 
Heroic 
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Heroie Exploit.— Petition. 


Heroic Exploit of two Women.—From Mather’s Magualia, 


N the 15th of March, 1697, 
() the favages made a defcent 


on the town of Haverhill, in the 
{tate of Maffachufetts, murdering 


’ and captivating thirty-nine per- 


fons, and burning fix houfes. In 
one of the houfes was Hannah 
Duften, who had lain in about a 
week, attended by her nurfe, Mary 
Netf, and feven children befide 
her new-born infant. As foon as 
the alarm was given, the hufband, 
who was abroad, haftened home, 
and fending away the feven chil- 
dren (from two to feventeen years 
gid) towards a garrifoned houfe, 
he went in andtold his wife of her 
danger; the Indians were by that 
time fo near, that defpairing to 
do ker any fervice, he haftened af- 
ter his children on horfeback, re- 
tolving that he would take up that 
which in this extremity he fhould 
find his affection moit fet upon, 
and leave the reft to the care of 
Divine Providence." When he 
overtook his children, fuch was 
the agony of paternal affection, 
that he could net diftinguifh any 
one from the others; he therefore 
refolved to live or die with all. 
A party of Indians came up with 
him and fired; he returned the 
fire, and kept in the rear of his 
children, who walked at the pace 
of a child of five years old, until, 
by the fignal care of Providence, 
he brought them all to a place of 
fafety. 

In the meantime the Indians 
attacked the houfe. The nurfe, 
in attempting to efcape with the 





infant, fell into their hands, Find. 
ing the woman in bed, they forced 
her to rife, and after they had rif. 
fled the houfe and burnt it, they 
carried off the two womento Pen. 
nicook, and in their way dafhed 
the infant againft a tree, and kil. 
led it. ‘The two women, witha 
youth who had been taken fome- 
time before from Worcefter, were 
placed in an Indian family, with 
whom they refided fome weeks; 
after which, as they were carrying 
them toa rendezvous of Indians, 
where they told them they fhould 
be firipped and run the gauntlet, 
one of the women took up a refo- 
lution to imitate the aétion of Jael 
upon Sifera. The company of In- 
dians was twelve, viz. two men, 
three women, and feven children; 
they were all fleeping round afire. 
Mrs. Duften communicated her 
intention to her nurfe and the 
Englifli youth, and all having fur- 
nifhed themfel ves with the hatchets 
of the Indians, ftruck fuch blows 
upon their heads, as to kill ten of 
the twelve. One of the Indian 
women, though wounded, made 
her efcape, as did one of the boys, 
whom they intended to bring a- 
way with them. They took off 
the ten fcalps, and got fafe home, 
where they received fifty pounds 
out of the public treafury, befides 
many prefents from __ private 
friends, Among others, Colonel 
Nicholfon, then governor of Ma- 
ryland, fent them a very generous 
token of his favour. ~ 


SER RGR! 3 iro) wee 


A Petition to thofe who have the Superintendency of Education. Aferibed to 
or FRANKLIN. 


Addrefs myfelf to all the friends 
of youth, and conjure them to 
direct their compaffionate regards 


to my unhappy fate, in order to 
remove the prejudices of which! 
am the victim. 


There are twin 
fifters 
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Gfters of us: and the two eyes of 
man do not more refemble, norare 
capable of being upon betterterms 
with each other, than my fifter 
and myfelf, were it not for the 
prtiality of our parents, who make 
the moft injurious diftinétions 
between us. From my infancy 
I have been led to confider my fif- 
ter as a being of a more elevated 
rank, I was fuffered to grow up 
without the leaft inftruction, 
while nothing was {pared in her 
education. She had mafters to 
teach her writing, drawing, mufic, 
and other accomplifhments: but 
if by chance I touched a pencil, 
apen, or a needle, I was bitterly 
reproved: and more than once I 
have been beaten for being auk- 
ward, and wantinga graceful man- 
ner. It is true, that my fifter af- 
fociated me with her upon fome 
occafions: but fhe always made a 
peint of taking the lead, calling 
upon me only from neceflity, or 
to figure by her fide. 

But conceive not, firs, that my 
complaints are inftigated merely 
by vanity: no, my uneafinefs is 
occafioned by an objeét much more 
ferious. It is the practice in our 


family, that the whole bufinefs of 
providing for its fubfiftence falls 
upon my fifter and myfelf If 
any indifpofition fhouldattack mv 
fitter—and I mention it in confi- 
dence upon this occafion, that fhe 
is fubjeét to the gout, the rheuma- 
tifm, and cramp; without making 
any mention of other accidents, 
—what would be the fate of our 
poor family? Muft not the regret 
of our parents be exceflive, at 
having placed fo great a difference 
between fifters, who are fo per- 
feétly equal? Alas, we muft pe- 
rifh from diftrefs, for it would not 
be in my power even to {crawl a 
fuppliant petition for relief, having 
been obliged to employ the hand 
of another in tranfcribing the res 
queft which I have now the honour 
to prefer to you. 

Condefcend, firs, to make my 
parents fenfible of the injuftice of 
an exclufive tendernefs, and of the 
neceflity of diftributing their care 
and affection among all their chil- 
dren equally. 

I am, with profound refpect, 
Sirs, 
Your obedient fervant, 
Tue Lert Hanp, 
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MODE OF MANUFACTURING GLUE. 


Meet is made in Europe of 
the ears, feet, trimmings, 
finews, and fcrapings of the fkins 
of oxen, calves, fheep, &c. old 
leather, and frefh or raw hides 
mixed, or manufactured together : 
And this mixture is faid to yield 
one third of its weight in good 
ftrong glue. The beft glue is 
from the hides of old animals. 
Whole fkins are very feldom ufed, 
unlefs they be much injured by 
the worm, rotted, or otherwife 
rendered unfit to make leather : 
but the fmalleft pieces are faved 
for the purpofe. 


In making glue of pieces of 
frefh fkins, let them be fteeped in 
water, two or three days. Dried 
hides may require longer time, 
and bits of leather much longer. 
While foaking they fhould be ftir- 
red occafionally. Then put them 
to drain in hand-barrows, with 
grated bottoms, or in boxes with 
floping fides and grated bottoms. 
When drained, let them be well 
wafhed in feveral waters. The 
earsand other dirty parts fhould 
be fteeped and wafhed by them- 
felves. After they are wafhed 
clean, put them into a weak lime 

water 
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water in iron hooped tubs. Lea- 
ther will require to be kept in 
weak lime water a confiderable 
time: and a little frefh lime water 
fhould be added occafionally :-— 
Alumed fkins, tallowed, greafy, 
bloody, or hairy fkins, fhould be 
put inte a ftronger lime water, and 
kept longer in it. They fome- 
times require to be taken out, fo 
as to permit the lime to drv on 
them, and to remain for a con- 
fiderable time: after which they 
muft be again foaked, and well 
{tirred: then prefs them out as 
dry as poffible, and put them into 
a copper kettle for boiling, at the 
bottom of which fhould be a 
wooden grate. The copper fhould 
then be filled with the materials, 
prefied clofe, and as much water 
poured on as will run in among 
the pieces. Make a moderate fire, 
which increafe by degrees, till it 
boils. As the materials melt into 
glue, fome decreafe the fire with- 
out ftirringthem; others ftir them 
as they diflolve. When the glue, 
on cooling, forms a pretty thick 
jelly, it is done. The time of 
boiling is from twelve to fifteen 
hours, according to the fire. Vio- 
lent heat is to be avoided. 

After this a box is made with 
wooden gratings for the bottom: 
the infide of the bottom is lined 
with horfe-hair cloth, and placed 
over a large tub, through which 
the glue is to be pafled quickly, 





Mode of manufacturing Glue—Anecdote, 


while it-is very hot, The 

are left to drain fome time; and 
are called by the workmen glye 
dung, which makes an joie 
fuel mixed with wood. The room 
fhould be kept warm while the 
glue is fettling. In the tub, there 
thould be cocksat different heig 

to draw off the hot liquid glue. 
The firft glue will be brighteft: 
but the laf will be equally 
Through the cocks it ra 
into flat moulds, previoufly wet, 
When cool, cut it out with a wet 
knife, into fquares, and hang it 
on a line to dry and harden, ina 
draught of air, Some place it to 
dry on a net, hung up on four 
pofts, turning it occafionally, 
Ten days of dry weather, or fifteen 
of wet (under cover) are required 
in Europe: but lefs time will dry 
it in America. To polith the 
cakes, wet them, and rub them 
with new linen. The beft glue 
has few dark fpots, and no 
fmell, and thines when broken. 
To try glue, they put it in cool 
water for threeor four days, whea 
it muft not diffolve; but when 
dried, muft preferve its weight. 


To make Parchment Glue. 


Put two or three pounds of 
fcrapings or cuttings of parch- 
ment into a bucket of water: Boil 
the whole till it be reduced to half. 
Pafs it through an open linen, and 
then let the liquor cool. 


ea CE SERRE oe ————— 
ANECDOTE. 


SCOTCH Parfon, in his 

prayer faid, Laird blefs the 
grand council the Parliament, and 
grant they may hang together. A 
country fellow ftanding by, repli- 
ed, Yes, yes, with all my , 
and the fooner the better; and | 


am fure it isthe prayer of all goo! 
people. But, friends, faid Saw- 
ney, I don’t mean as that fellow 
means, but pray they may all 0 
together in accord and concof 
No matter what cord, replied the 
other, fo ‘tis but a firong ¢ 
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AN AFFECTING AND TRUE STORY. 


OW true is the obfervation, 
“ that one half of the world 
koows not how the other half 
lives!” There is not a fon of 
Adam, but imagines, that heaven 
has afflicted him with much need- 
lefs forrow; there is no one but 
complainsof his lot, asmuch hard- 
er than that of others: we are de- 
ceived by appearances: we are the 
dupes of our fenfes: we look 
around, and in the countenances 
of ethers, we can difcover no- 
thing but cheerfulnefs. Every 
one, in public, wears the face of 
fatisfaction, or ferenity. No one, 
at all times, would with to difclofe 
the true feelings of his heart. 
When, therefore, we fee others 
wear the appearance of gaiety, we 
are not of courfe to believe that 
all is fair within: perhaps fome 
hidden thorn, which pierces the 
bofom, and infliéts the keeneft an- 
guifh—fome paft, or fome expect- 
ed ¢alamity—harrows up the foul: 
the fun-fhine of peace beams not 
on the mind: but dark glooms, 
which fearce any power, fave that 
of omnipotence, could diffipate, 
hang over the imagination, and 
envelope it in the fhades of def- 
pondency, 

When affailed by great and ac- 
cumulated evils, the feeble mind 
finks under the burden, and re- 
figns itfelf to defpairs while the 
firm bofom bears up againtt the 
torrent with refolution; though at 
firft inclined to defpond, yet find- 
ing that affli€tion and ruin are not 
‘Yhonumous, it grafps fome ob- 
jek of hope, okt thus fupported 

awhile, it becomes familiarized 

ne, and at length en- 
m4 calamity with manly forti- 


The human mind is prone to 


* into the myfteries of futuri- 
Vou. VI. No. ¢. B 


ty: ftrong is the folicitude of hu- 
man nature to afcertain approach- 
ing deftiny: yet happy is it for 
man—that 


** Heaven, from all eyes, fhould hide the 
book of fate— 

‘¢ All but the page prefcrib’d—the prefent 
ftate.” 

Could weanticipate, with clear- 
nefs and certainty, any future plea- 
fure, imagination would devour 
it before its arrival, and leave no- 
thing foraétualenjoyment. Could 
we forfee every evilthat awaits our 
progrefs through life, each one, 
like the naked fword which Diony- 
fius the tyrant fufpended by a fin- 
glethread over the head ofhis gueft, 
would conftantly excite dread, and 
rob us of happinefs, 

Thefe refle@ions were forced 
upon me, by an occurrence, of 
which I was, lately, a witnefs— 
T had awakened early one morn- 
ing, and, after having rambled 
through a pleafant garden, had 
taken my ftand at the door of a 
houle, fituate on a great road. Sel-~ 
dom has my bofom been more at- 
tuned to tender and fympathetic 
impreflions than at this time. I 
had juft been taking a retrofpec& 
of paft life, and been looking for- 
ward to future probabilities, when 
fuddenly, onturning my eyesdown 
the road, I difcovered within a few 
paces, a man, bearing a wallet on 

his fhoulder, and travelling on foot, 
He was coarfely but decently clad ; 
his figure was good; his courte- 
nance wore the impreflion of a 
mild, but fettled melancholy; his 
eyes were confiderably funk; his 
face was rather emaciated; the 
bloom of youth had forfaken his 
cheek, and the palior of its ive 
was increafed, by its contraft with 
a dark beard, whole growth no 
razor had interrupted for feveraf 
days, 
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266 
days. His appearance interefted 
my heart; ** would to heaven,” 
thought I, * that by fome means, 
1 could know yeur circumftances, 
good man; that you are poor, is 
obvious: but vou are no common 
beggar.” I had time to make but 
few fuch reftections; the man ap- 
proached me faft. My eyes were 
fixedonhim. When he came op- 
pofite tothedoor, in which I ftood, 
I was a little furprifed to find him 
ftop—I thought it was to afk an 
alms: but he difappointed me. 
Pulling off his hat, which till then 
concealed the {car of adeep wound, 
he aiked for my father—-I looked 
at him in a way which he might 
have conftrued into an intimation 
that I believed he had miftaken the 
houfe—but he repeated his enqui- 
ry, adding the name of Mr. , 
and wifhed to know whether he 





shad been able to finith fome bufi- 
-nefs of his, relative to arrears of 


pay, due to him from the public— 
** You are a foldier, then, I find, 
my friend—and have been in the 
American fervice.”’—“ Yes,” re- 
pliedthe war-worn veteran—* an’ 
pleafe your honour—lI have ferved 
fome hard campaigns in the caufe 
of my country--many a cold and 
Aleeplefs night have I pafled—many 
a hard day’s journey have I tra- 
velled almoft bare-foot—-on frofty 
ground and over ftones that were 
fo fharp as often to cut my feet 
mot cruelly-—I lifted early in the 
war, at Reading—my father was 
a reputable farmer, and what folks 
call a good lixer. He could have 
given.me fomething clever, had I 
fiaid at home: but I was.told what 
defperate bad fellows the Englith 
were-—how they wanted to take 
away our rights and liberties, and 
all them things—how they intend- 
ed, if they could, to cut ourthroats 
-—and make us pay taxes, as they 
pleafed—and I was.told as how it 
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was honourable and pro 
every man to fight for his na. 4 
hke atrue blue—befides, they pro. 
mifed us a great deal of moey 
and back lands, after the war was 
over-—and I do hope yet, thatcon. 
grefs will make good their pro- 
mifes. God blefs them, I know 
they are willing to relieve uss 
the people, who enjoy what we 
have been fighting for, were but 
as willing—(but 1 fear I am tiring 
your honour with my tale~Yoy 
muft excufe the talkativenefs of 
an old foldier)”-—‘ Go on, my 
friend,” faid I: * your hiftory | 
wifh to hear.” ‘* Well then, as 
] was telling your honour—I was 
tempted to leave my father, and 
turn foldier—but many atime] 
have repented this freak fince~ 
When we have been forely pinch- 
ed for a little bread and meate 
when we have been expofed, ofa 
cold rainy night, without half 
clothes enough to keep us warm— 
oh how I withed, that my poor 
wife and I could have been hous'd 
in fome comfortable hut—(foryou 
muft know, Sir--that I had, a 
few months before I lifted, mar- 
ried as good a country lafs as ever 
turned a wheel)—her [eft in Phi- 
ladelphia as we pafled through, 
as I found it would be too harda 
life for her to be conftantly in the 
camp—befides, fhe was in a fitua- 
tion that would not admit of her 
travelling far—fo I left her m 
charge of a friend of my father, 
and marched on with the regiment. 
A few weeks after we had left the 
city, I heard fhe had brought me 
a fine boy, and was getting well-- 
Indeed, poor thiag! if the 
hot got about foon, and taken 
needle work and wafhingy Ldo nat 


know what fhe would have done: 


for I left her only my bounty and 
blefling for her {upport: but a 
good luck would have tt; fe kept 

hearty, 
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hearty,and wasable, with what little 
I now and then fent her, to make 
out to provide for herfelf and little 
one, while I, poor dog, was often 
expofed to dreadful hardfhips. 

“] was at the battle of the 
Three Rivers—it was there I got 
the wound in my head; and I was 
taken prifoner into the bargain. 
Our men had been wading all day 
ina {wamp up to their knees— 
and were purfuing our route, as 
we believed, in great fafety— 
when fuddenly we were attacked 
bythe regularsand Indians. They 
rufhed on furioufly—drove their 
bayonetsand tomahawks into us— 
and here (opening his collar and 
uncovering his left fhoulder)— 
they cut me forely; and would 
have killed me quite, I do believe, 
had not fome of the Englith ftep- 
ped up and faved me. They took 
many of our officers,among whom 
was General Thomfon, and car- 
ried us all prifoners to New-York. 
There I was confined in the hor- 
rible prifon-fhip, which deftroyed 
fo many of our brave fellows— 
thruft down into a vile hole, 
where the air was corrupted— 
where every kind of filth was pers 
mitted—our provifions fcarce and 
bad—-our drink the werft of wa- 
ter—and our bed the bare planks 
—ah, how often did J]. think of 
the happinefs of thofe who had 
wifely ftaid at home, ard enjoy- 
ed their.cruft of bread and their 


mug of cider, with their families 


and friends! 

But an exchange of prifon- 
ers at laft took place; and having 
received fome charitable affiftance 
from our good commiflary of pri- 
foners, Squire B—d—n—t, I 
made fhift to reach Philadelphia, 
and w2s happy to embrace my 
dear wife aad little boy. Indeed, 
Sir, it would have made your 
heart. glow with pleafure, to have 
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witneffed this meeting—I never 
before knew how childifh we are 
apt to be on fuch occafions. 

** When I entered the room 
where the was fitting, I found her 
employed in fewing. Her little 
fon fat in a fmall chair by her 
fide. She was finging ‘the Banks 
of the Dee,” for his amufement: 
her hearth was neatly fwept, and 
her fire burnt brifkly : it was about 
feveno’clock in the evening when 
I came in. At firft fhe did not 
know me; my face had been much 
altered by ficknefs,andmy clothes 
were very ragged. I called her by 
name. As foon as fhe heard my 
voice, fhe flew to my arms—and 
it was a great while before fhe 
could fpeak forfobbing. Atlength, 
however, her feelings grew tempe- 
rate; and we talked over, in a few 
words, all that had happened fince 
we parted. My little fon it re- 
quired longer time to become ac- 
quainted with. He had begun to 
prattle, and ufed to make me 
laugh often with his little attempts 
to talk. With this {mall family 
I lived very happily a fhort time ; 
but it feemed heaven had jurther 
diftrefs in ftore for us—my con- 
ftitution being weakened and bro- 
ken by my ficknefs and conine- 
ment in the prifon-fip—a little 
work and cold reftored my com 
plaints. ZI was confined to my 
room; and not being able to earn 
any money—my wife too being 
obliged to attend me—could earn 
but littl—this was all {pent for 
food and medicine—fo our rent 
run behind; and our landlord, a- 
fraid to truft us, feized all our 
goods and furniture, and fold them 
for what we owed bim. Deprived 
thus of every thing, we knew not 
what todo. After propofing fe- 
veral plans, and rejecting them, 
we at laft refolved on gomg to the 

back country; we accoidingly 
colleéted 
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collected what little we had re- 
maining, confifting ofa few clothes 
—a little bedding—and a2 fmall 
fum of money that we received 
from fome charitable folks. And 
fo, Sir, we fet out very early in the 
{pring, to fettle in a remote, un- 
known country. It was cold— 
very cold and raw, wher we ftart- 
ed—but we were forced to leave 
town.—Our poor little boy we 
were obliged to carry great part of 
the way; but often fatigued with 
the load, we were compelled to 
fet him down, and make him 
walk—In fhort, Sir, we reached 
our journey’s end, after about 
two weeks travelling. We got 
into a little hut, which we were 
to have rent free, for clearing 
fuch a proportion of ground. I 
foon fetabout my work—and have 
been fince ftill rendering my fitua- 
tion more comfortable as I could. 
At prefent we are much better 
than we were atfirft. We have got 
in our crop of Indian corn, which, 
when parched, ferves usfor bread. 
I catch fith fometimes in fummer, 
from a ftream near us—and fome- 
times killa buck or bear, which 
furnifhes us with frefh meat oc- 
cafionally. ‘To be fure, by the 
blefling of God, we are not ftint- 
ed in fire-wood, as we once were, 
while in the city; but we. have 
neither pot nor kettle to boil our 
meat in—nor a {poon to fup any 
thing with—yet, although we are 
fo poor, we fit around our fire in 
the winter, on ftools we have made 
——and endeavour to make our- 
felves as happy as we can. To 
pafs away time, I tell my wife 
over and over again all the dread- 
‘ul fights I have feen, while in the 
army—of the battlesin which I 
fonught—aiid the wonderful dan- 
gers | efcaped—my boy climbs on 
my knee—gazes in my face—and 
fays—‘* I will be a foldier too— 
and do as daddy has done.” 


* As I had nothing juft now (3 
doat home, thought] wouldcome 
down, and try if I could not get 
a little pay of congrefs, which is 
due me. My wife and child Lief 
with a neighbour, about ten miles 
from home, where I am fure they 
will have entough to eat and drink, 
and good clean ftraw to lie on, till 
I return.” 

His ftory here ended—Ilefthim 
a moment to enquire into his by 
finefs—my father had not been 
able to procure him any compen. 
fation for his military fervices. I 
dire&ted the fervants to give him 
fome refrefhment, for the prefent 
—and to fupply him with food 
enough to laft him a day ortwo— 
my charity and blefling weread- 
ded. On this we parted—he to 
purfue his journey—and ]—the 
train of reflections his misfortunes 
had fuggefted to my mind. 

And is there a heart over which 
“ {weet fenfibility” prefides, that 
could withhold commiferation 
from fucha fon of mifery as this— 
that could forbear feeling exqui- 
fitely, for a deftitute family,whom 
the chaftening hand of fate had 


thruft into the deepeft pit of po- 


verty and woe? : 
Let the filken fons of pride, 
while relaxing in eafe, or rioting 
in luxuries, turn their eyes to fuch 
a fpeétacle, and learn to pity and 
relieve the wants of fuffering mn¢l- 
gence. Let fuch as, furrounded 
by every convenience that humas 
life admits, are arraigning heaven 
for withholding fome imaginary 
gratification, caft but a glance 0 
worthy fellow creatures—ore™ ‘ 
of the fame common family wit 
themfelves—affliéted with real “A 
lamities till ready to fink into & 
fpair—and then confider how 
rational it is in them to murmu: 
at their lot. Merciful God! how 


! 
. S$. 
myfterious often are thy bie 
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him 


the impious worlding is not un- 
frequently elutted with wealth— 
till his fatiated appetite loaths the 
«manna of heaven”—while the 
worthieft of our fpecies are not fo 
well accommodated as the foxes,” 
or the birds “ of the ‘air,” who 
have “ holes” for fecurity, and 
« nefts”’ for repofe—while the ra- 
tional creatures are abandoned— 
andin want, and fometimes have 
fcarce ** where to lay their heads.” 

Pity and folace them—oh thou 
compaflionate friend of mankind! 
Scatter through their minds the 
rays of peace and joy : and in pro- 
portion as thou withholdeft the 
fmiles of fortune, give them the 
{weeter {miles of thy forgivenefs 


\ 
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and thy favour. Let them recels 
leét, that the comforts of life lie 
within avery narrow compafs— 
but that the demands of vanity 
and ambition are without bounds. 

“< Man wants but little here below— 

§* Nor wants that little long.” 

To propound this aphorifm is 
eafy—but to realize it, extremely 
dificult. Happy then, fingularly 
happy are they, who, pretling it 
clofely to their hearts, can render 
it influential on life—who canen- 
joy with gratitude the common 
favours of heaven, and not repine 
and gréw unhappy, becaufe the 
demands of capricious fancy or 
unbridled paflion are denied, 


{ Amer. Muf. 
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Account of Extraordinary Springs in Iceland. 
[From Horresow’s Natural Hiftory of that Mfland.] 


A CGCORDING to hin, the 
ifland is in length 720 Eng- 

lifh miles, from eaft to weft, and 
in breadth, from fouth to north, 
in general about 300 miles; and 
Beflefted, from his obfervations, 
lies in 64 degrees four minutes 
north latitude, and in 25 degrees 
weft longitude from the meridian 


of London. Among any other 


extraordinary phaenomena, with 
which this ifland abounds, he gives 
usthe following defcription of a 


hot {pring in the diftrict of Huu- 


es 
* This extraordinary fpring is 
tobe met with in the north thire 
and parith of Hunfevig, near a 
farm called Reykum, about ¢0 or 
miles from the mountain Kra- 
fle, which has been before fpoken 
of. At this place are three {prings 
which lie about thirty fathom from 
tach other. The’ water boils up 
in them by turns in the following 
manner: — When the fpring or 
well at one end has thrown u p its 
Water, then the middle one begins, 


which fubfiding, that at the other 
end rifes, and after it the firft be- 
gins again, and {fo on in the fame 
order by a continual fucceffion, 
each boiling up three times in 
about a quarter ofan hour. They 
are all in a flat open place, but the 
ground hard and rocky. . In two 
of them the water rifes between 
the cracks, and boils up about 
two feet only above the ground. 
The third has a large round aper- 
ture, by which it empties itfelf 
into a place like a bafon, as if 
formed by art, in a hard fione 
rock, and as big as a brewing cop- 
per. Qn difcharging itfelf -here, 
it will rife, at the third boiling, 
ten or twelve feet high above the 
brim, and afterwards fink four feet 
or more in the bafon or refervoir, 
At this interval it may be.ap- 
proached near enough to fee how 
deep it finks; but thofe who have 
this curiofity, muft take care to 
vet away before it boils up again. 
‘As foon as it has funk to the deep- 
eft ebb, it immediately rifes again, _ 
and « 
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and that in three boilings. At the 
dirt, it rifes half way up to the 
edge or brim 5 in the third, as be- 
fore obferved, 10 or 12 feet high. 
Then it finks at once four feet be- 
low the brim of the refervoir, and 
when funk here, rifes at the other 
end, and trom thence proceeds to 
the middle one, and fo on bya 
conftant, regular rotation. 

Having now given a defcrip- 
tion of thefe {prings, and the fur- 
prifing manner of their rifing, I 
fhall add a fhort account of fome 
extraordinary effects of the water. 
If the water out of the largeft well 
is poured into bottles, it will ftill 
continue toboil uptwiceor thrice, 
and at the fame time with the wa- 
ter in the well. Thus long will 
the effervefcence continue after 
the water is taken out of the well, 
but this being over it foon quite 
fubfides and grows cold. {f the 
bottles are corked up.the moment 
they are filled, fo foon as the wa- 
ter rifes in the well they burft in 
pieces: This experiment has been 
proved on many fcore bottles, to 
try the effeéts of the water, What- 
ever is cait into the well when the 
water fubfides, it attraéts with it 
down to the bottom, even wood, 
which on another like fluid would 
float: But when the water flows 
again, it throws every thing up, 
which may be found at the fide of 
the bafon. This has been often 
tried with ftones as large and as 
heavy as the ftouteft fellows have 
hardly been able to tumble in. 
Thefe ftones made a violent noife 
on being plunged to the bottom; 
but when the water rofe again, 
they were ejaculated with force 
beyond the edge of the well. A 
vaft many ftones lie about, that 
have been ufed in fuch experi- 
ments. 

The water by continual flowin 
ever, has formed a little brook, 


depth in they well. 


which, it feems, grows by 
degrees, and at laft falls into alits 
tle river. It is a pleafant water tp 
drink, when cold,and hardly tafte, 
of any mineral. Qn the neigh. 
bouring plain there is generally a 
fine growth of grafs, but within 
three or four yards of this well, of 
{pring, the place being generally 
wet, by the fplathing of the wa. 
ter, all the mould is wathed away, 
and nothing but the naked ftone 
rock appears. There isa farmat 
a {mall diftance, and clofe by it 
this water runs from the well. It 
is here but juft warm. The cat- 
tle water in it, and the cows yield 
a much greater quantity of milk 
than others that do not water at 
that place. ‘This is a thing uni- 
verfally known, and is a very ex 
traordinary effect of the water, 
Such are the ftrange and remark. 
able properties of thefe. wells or 
{prings, of which there are feveral 
others much of the fame kind, but 
the alternate boiling up of the wa- 
ter is entirely peculiar to thele 
three. Where any of thefe hot 
fprings are, they continually ex 
hale a vapour or fteam, which is 
greater or lefs, according as the 
water is agitated, or the air lighter 
or heavier. ‘This fteam is fomes 
times feen at a very great diftance 

The ufe the inhabitants make 
of thefe fprings— 

They that live near thefe hot 
baths, of which in this ifland there 
are'many, whofe water is conti 
nually boiling hot, employ the 
fame for feveral ufes. They fome- 
times take a pot, or any ve 
filled with cold water, put, the 
meat or whatever they haveto boil 
in it, and the veffel at a. certall 
It _prefently 
boils, and, in this manner they 
drefs their boiled wns vo 
being at any expence for fuel. 

I have “nse with travellers, whe 

having 
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having their tea-kettle with them, 
filled it with water, and boiled it 
inttantly iw one of thefe baths; 
and 1 have feen people fit the 
whole day bending of hoops for 
barrels at the edge of thefe boiling 
hot baths, by the heat of which 
they bent fome of anextraordinary 
thicknefs. Every two hours or 
lefs, they are obliged to fet afide 
their work, and to take frefh air 
to prevent any ill effects from the 
fulphureous and other bad fmeils 
of the fteam, which expands itfelf 
toa confiderable diftance. The 
ftench has been fo ftreng at fome 
of them, that I was not able to 
bear it. The ground about.thefe 
hot wells is generally of various 
colours, and contains ifome {ful- 
phur, alum, and falt-petre. 

Befides the benefit the inhabi- 
tants have of boiling their victuals 
and water at thefe places, they 
make ufeof them to wafh or bathe 
in. The water that continually 
overflows and runs at fome dif- 
tance, is of proper heat for bath- 
ing. Sometimes they contrive to 
bring cold waterto the bafons: 
For, as before obferved, there are 
actually bafons at the mouth of 
fome of the {prings as if they were 
hewaoutand fafhioned bya ftone- 
cutter. By this means they af- 
fuage the heat of the water, and 
make it fit for bathing. I have 
deen one of thefe bafons moft ve- 
markably-capacious, fmooth with- 
in, and well fhaped for the pur- 
pofe. It was in a folid rock with- 
out any cracks, the bottom very 


fmooth, and at any time could 


be covered with a tilt-cloth. it 
had, befides this advantage, an a- 
queduct to it from hot and.cold, 
fome fo hot that one.could not 
bear a finger in them, others as 
cold as ice, and both conveyed 
oor from the bafon at pleafure, 
by which meags the water in the 
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bafoncould be brought to any de. 
fired degree of warmth. At the 
bottom of thisrefervoir,fo formed 
by nature, was a hole made, 
through which the water couldea- 
fily be carried off into a little ad- 
joining rivulet, A freth fupply 
of clean water was always at hand, 
to fill it again on {topping up the 
hole. The people that live here, 
bathe frequently in it, and chiefly 
on this account are a very healthy 
people, and generally live to a 
good old age. _ 

The common people are full 
of a fuperftitious notion that fome 
{trange birds are continually ho- 
vering and harbouring about thefe 
hot wells. ii 

They relate. this, as matter of 
fact, and believe’ it, though on 
hearfay only, from their fathers 
and great grand-fathers; but upon 
enquiry not one is to be met with 
that ever faw any of thefe ftrange 
birds, : 

Befides, it is highly improbable, 
that birds fhould harbour about or 
fwim on water, fo hot that a piece 
of beef may be boiiedin it. Very 
likely birds may refort to the wa- 
ter that overflows and runs in a 
continual dtream, cooling by de- 
grees, and at laft emptying itfelf 
into fome river: But it cannot be 
faid, that birds particularly har- 
bour about any of thefe places. 
In the rivers, which the different 
ftreams of thefe hot weils flow into, 
is found the fame kind of fifh, as 
in moit other rivers, fuch as {fal- 
mon, trout, and a variety of other 
fifth, which is a convincing proof, 
that the waters have no {trong mi- 
neral quality in them, it being 
known, by experience, tljat fith 
will not live in water that fs any 
way tinétured with fulphiir, or 
any other mineral quality. 

‘The waters, in general, are very 
good in this ifland; but thig is ndt 
ovine 
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ewing to any mineral quality in 
them, having found myfelf, -by 
repeated experiments, that they 
retain but very little of any mine- 
ral, except in a few parts, where 
they feem impregnated with fmall 
portions of achalybeat, or vitriolic 
fubftance. In moft places they 
are quite pure, without the leaft 
foreign tin@ture, any way difco- 
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verable by common experiment; 
or by the tafte. It is therefore 
evident, that the earth all ove 
the riland does not abound with 
fulphur, falt-petre, and other falts: 
the waters in the diftri, as Thave 
before related, where the ground 
is full of fulphur, have a ftrong 
fulphureous tafte and {mell. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE ISLAND OF MAGINDANOA, 
[By Captain Meares. ] 


HE ifland of Magindanoa, 
A lying fo much out. of the 
uiual track of European naviga- 
tors, is little frequented, and, con- 
f{equently, little known: it is fitu- 
ated.in lat.6 N. andloag. 12 E. 
is of confiderable extent, being 
about 129 miles in breadth and 
269 in length, and is bleffed with 
a.fertil¢, luxuriant foil. The in- 
terior parts contain feveral chains 
of lofty mountains, between which 
are extenfive plains, where vatt 
herds of cattle roam at large in 
the moft delicious paftures. Se- 
veral deep vallics, alfo, interfeét, 
as it were, certain .parts of the 
country, through which, during 
the rainy feafons, vatt torrents 
pour from the mountains, .and 
force their impetuous way to the 
fea, The rains and vapours 
which lodge in the plains, diffufe 
themfelves into meandering rivu- 
lets, and, collecting a variety of 
fall {treams in their.courfe, ap- 
proach the fea in the form of con- 
diderable rivers. 

About the middle of the ifland, 
there are feveral lakes, of no {mall 
extent, of which, however, we re- 
ceived no other particulars than 
that their borders are inhabited 
by tribes of favage natives, who 
live, in a great meafure, by plun- 
dering thofe who dwell nearer to 


the fea. Thefe people confider 
shemfelves as free and indepen- 


dent of the fovereign of Maginda, 
noa, are of 2 fierce, implacable na. 
ture, and wage continual war with 
the Mahometans, who compofe 
the a inhabitants of the 
ifland. They are called Hilloo- 
nas, and profefs no kind of reli- 
gion, but live in a -ftate: of pro- 
found ignorance and barbarifm. 

. The fovereign of Magindanoa 
is a powerful prince, and has fe- 
veral inferior chiefs, whoacknow: 
ledge him as their head. Never. 
thelefs, there are others of them 
who refufe {ubmitlion to him, and 
are, confequently, in a contiaual 
ftate of war; fo that peace at leait 
does not appear to be.one of the 
bleffings of this ifland: the-spa- 
niards, indeed, aflert their right to 
the entire dominion of Maginds- 
noa, but it is mere affertion; tor 
though they have their forts, &e. 
on the ifland, it is by no means 
in a ftate of fubjeCion to their 
nation. 

The city of Magindanoais fitt- 
ated on the fouth-eatt fide of the 
ifland, has a river capable of a 
mitting {mall veffels, and carne 
ona confiderable trade with Ma 
nilla, Sooloo, Borneo, and tne 
Moluccas. Their exports a 
rice,tobacco, bees wax, and {pice 
in return for which they recetv 
coarfe clothsof Coromandel, Chr 
Ma ware, and opium, ri 
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_ This city ufed: formerly to be 
vifted by European: vetlels sof 
{mall burthen, but it was.a confi- 
derable, came fince any of them 
had been there. The governor 
jnformetl.us that the Iphigenia 
andthe Felice were the only Bu- 
sopean fips that had been feen in 
thefe. feas during a,courleof fe- 
veral years. §: 

The. Mahometan..religion, is 
profeflec: thou ghout the ifland, ex- 
cept by the Hilloonas, who,) as 
we have already obfervwed, are, go- 
verned by no religious principies, 

ice no form of worfhip, and 
live ina ftate of favage freedom. 

The people age called by. the 
Spaniards, Negros’ del Monte, or 
Negroes of the Mountain, on ac- 
count.of their refeamblance to the 
race of Africa, both in their per- 
fonsand manners. They are fup- 
pofed.to be ,the original lords of 
Magindanoa, and, indeed,. of -all 
the Philippines: the Ifla, de’ Ne- 
gros,or die of Negroes, .is, in 
particular, entirely peopled .by 
them, where.they are at conftant 
enmity with the Spaniards. ‘The 
Mahometan, natives of the ifland 


me arobutt people, of a deep cop- 


per_colour, and are efteemed in+ 
telligent merchants... 
Ifthe Hilloonas are believed to 
have been the original inhabitants 
of Magindanoa, it is very reafon; 
able to fuppofe that: they. fled to 
the. mountains to preferve their 
liderty, when they were invaded 
by. the Mahometan hotts,. which 
fpread like locufts, during the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centu- 
nes, over the eaftern Archipelago. 
heir favage ignorance and bar- 
barous difpofitions feem to. have 
become fo habitual as to leave 
them without the leaft defire, or, 
Pethaps, without the leaft idea of 
any {uperior degree of intellectual 
pature, The miffionaries whom 
Vou. VI. No. 5; 


even zeal for :infidel converfion, 


fo well known in the Roman Cae | 
-tholic Church, employed to preach 


Chriftianity to thefe inhuman 
people, were inftantly feized and 
murdered by them, 

The ifland is well wooded; ma- 
ny parts of it towards the fea- 


cot are covered with impenetra~ 


ble forefts; in others, the woods 
are fcattered with a pleafing irre- 
gularity,, contributing not only to 


the beauty of the country, but to 


its comfort and convenience, by 
fhading the hills and vallies from 
the fcorching heat of the fun, 
The fpecies of trees that are moit 


abundant, are theteate, the poone, 


and the larch;- but its moft valu- 
able and precious growth is the 
cinnamon , tree, which is to be 
found in every part of the ifland, 
and is of a quality by no means 
inferior to that of Ceylon. We 
received {amples frefh from the 
tree, that ,pofleffed a delicacy of 
tafte and fragrance equal to any 
that is brought from thence.. Our 
good friend the Padre was fo kind 
as, to procure us forty young 
plants of the true cinnamon tree, 
which were intended for the Sande 
wich iflands. 

The air of Magindanoa is ef- 
teemed falubrious, particularly in 
the vicinity ofthe fea. The heat 
there is not, in any degree, fo in- 
tenfe as might be expected in a 
country which.is fituated on the 
very verge of the torrid zone, I 
do not recolleét. to have feen the 
thermometer at more than eighty 
eight degrees, and it was very of- 
ten fo low as feventy-two, . The 
prevalence of the eafterly winds 
on that part of the coaft which is 
wafhed by the Pacific Ocean, ren 
ders the air cool and pleafant, the 
trade-wind blowing inceffently on 
its fhores.. It aéts,. indeed, with 
fo much power as to fweep the 
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of the weftern fhore. The inte- 
rior parts are much colder; from 
a very cloudy atmofphere, which 
frequently hangs over the fum- 
mits of the mountains in thick 
and humid vapours. 

The foil, which is very exube- 
rant, is fuited to the cultivation of 
the whole vegetable tribes. Rice 
is produced in the greateft abun- 
dance; a pecul, or 133lb.-may’ be 
purchafed for a Spanifh dollar. 

The yam, and fweet potatoe, 
are cultivated in the higheft per- 
feétion. Here are alfo to be 
foufid the cocoa nut, pumble- 
nofe, mangoes, the jack, the plan- 
tain, oranges, limes, and in fhort 
every fruit that is produced in 
climates of the fame parallel. In- 
deed, Nature has been extremely 
bountiful to the inhabitants, in 
producing for them the great va- 
riety of tropical produétions with- 
out any demand upon ‘their toil 
and labour. 

Here arealfo gold mines, which 
are fuppofed to be of confiderable 
value:—and it may be naturally 
imagined, that a knowledge or fuf- 
picion of this circumftance firft 
induced the Spaniards to fettle on 
this ifland:—but as the natives 
are ignorant of the'art of forming 
mines, they remain unexplored by 
‘them; and, as we were informed, 
little, if any gold has been ob- 
tained, but what has been wafhed 
down by the autumnal torrents 
from the mountains Which the 
Hilloonas inhabit, and who are 
in poffeflion of thofe parts which 
are believed to contain 'the preci- 
ous oar. But thefe mountaineers 
are too numerous and refolute to 
refign a fituation they have main. 
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whole breath of the ifland; and 
though in its paflage it lofes much 
of its ftrength, it retains a futtiei- 
ent degree of force to afford re- 
frefhing breezes to the inhabitants 


tained fo long without a 

and bloody ftrugele, and uae 
ee at prefent, far too 
eebdic to make any attem if. 
lodge them. 4 by 

Every part of the ifland abounds 
with buffaloes, cows, hogs, goats, 
&c. ° It affords alfo great variety 
of fowls, and a fpecies of duck, 
whofe head is of a fine {carlet co. 
lour. Here are alfo a fimall breed 
of horfes, remarkable for thei: 
fpirit. The natives, however, 
principally ‘employ buffaloes in 
the various branches of hutbandry 
and agriculture. 

The people of Magindanoa 
univerfally chew the betel and 
areka, but make a more moderate 
ufe of dépium than any other in- 
habitants of the eaftern feas. 

The proas of the Malayans are 
numerous and powerful: they 
carry from fifty to two hundred 
men; and thé confequence oftheir 
defultory expeditions is bloodthed, 
carnage, and captivity to the peo- 
ple of the defencelefs townsand 
villages whom they furprife, or 
the unfortunate crews of vellels 
which they chance to capture. 

The village or town of Sam- 
boingan is fitwated on the banks 
of a fmall rivulet, which empties 
itfelf immediately into the fea; 
and is agreeably fhaded by groves 
of cocoa trees. The number ol 
inhabitants isabout one thonfand, 
among which are included the of- 
ficers, foldiers, and'their refpec- 
tive families. In its environs, 
there are feveral look-out houfes, 
erected on pofts of twelve feet 
high, in all of whiéh a conftant 
guard is kept; fo that tt appeats 
as if the Spaniards were in con- 
tinual ftate of enmity with the 
natives. 

The houfes are built of thofe 
materials which are of very gen 


ral ufe in the eaftern feas. o 



























are ereted on pofts, and built of 
bamboo, covered with mats :— 
the lower apartments ferve fortheir 
hogs, cattle, and poultry, and the 
upper ones are occupied by the 
fnily. Nor did ita little excite 
our aftonifhment, that the Spani- 
ards, inftead of creating an emula- 
tion and improvement among the 
natives, from their own fuperior 
knowledge of the arts and conve- 
niencies of life, fhould infenfibly 
fink into the manners and cuftoms 
of the very people whofe igno- 
rance they affe& to defpife. But, 
though their houfes have but little 
to boaft, their piety has produced 
adecent church, which is built of 
fone. The fort is a very poor 
place of defence; and is, as far as 
wecould judge, in an abfolute 
ftate of decay ; for the governor’s 
cautions fpirit took care to keep 
us from any particular examina- 
tion of it: Towards the land, its 
whole defence confifted of a fim- 
ple barrier, with two or three 
pieces of cannon. Toa very mo- 
derate force indeed, this place 
would become an eafy capture. 
{ndeed, the Felice and Iphigenia 
might, withoutany affiftance, have 
rendered the Spanifh power very 
precariousinthisfettlement. The 
military force confifted of from 
one hundred and fifty to two hun-' 
dred foldiers, natives of Manilla, 
in which place alfo the governor 
himfelf was born. ‘They appear- 
ed to be in a ftate of difcipline by 
ho means unworthy of the for- 
trefs which they governed. 

Samboingan is the Botany-bay 
of the Philippines ; and crimes of 
acertain nature are punifhed there 
by banifhment to this place. We 

d not fee any of thefe delin- 
quents, but we had reafon to fuf- 
pect that there were feveral in clofe 
confinement. 


Inconfiderable, however,as this 
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fettlement may appear, the gover- 
nor is fuppofed to clear thirty 
thoufand dollars in the three, years 
of his refidence there. This ad- 
vantage he derives from furnifh- 
ing the foldiers with cloathing 
and provifions,—from gold duft, 
Cinnamon, {pices, and other con- 
traband goods. 

The céndué& of the inhabitants 
was governed by the moft pleafing 
decorum, for which they are fole- 
ly indebted to the civilizing fpirit 
of the old padre, as his two fel- 
low labourers in the fpiritual vine- 
yard were rather calculated to 
deprave than improve the poor 
people committed to their charge. 
Indeed, the former was of that 
amiable, conciliating difpofition, 
which is fo well adapted to the 
cultivation of favage manuers.— 
We were equally furprifed at 
hearing a very tolerable band of 


mufic, which was compofed of 


the natives of the country. It 
confifted of four violins, two baf- 
foons, with feveral flutes and 
mandolins, Thisunfufpected or- 
cheftra were acquainted with fome 
of the felec& pteces of Handel; 
they knew many of our Englifh 
country dances, and feveral of our 
popular and favourite tunes; but 
in performing fandango. they had 
attained a degree of excellence the 
niceft ears of Spain would have 
heard with pleafure. The Ma- 
layans poflefs, in common with 
other favage nations, a fenfibility 
to the charms of mufic, and are 
even capable of attaining no in- 
confiderable degree of perfection 
in that delightful fcience. 

The good old prieft had alfo 
taught’ the greater part of the 
town to dance; fo that the inha- 
bitants of this diftant and unfre- 
quented {pot pofiefied two amufe- 
ments which are the bett ealen- 
lated to enliven the-dull, or me 

the 
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the melancholy hours of life, On 
the evening previous to our de- 
parture, the governor, as we have 
already mentioned, gave usanother 
proof of his polite and hofpitable 
difpofition, by preparing a ball 
exprefsly for our amufement. 
About eight o'clock in the even- 
ing, the company met at the go- 
vernor’s houfe. The ladies, who 
were efcorted by a number of 
young nien of Samboingan, were 
drefled after the manner of the 
ifland, which borders on, as we 
may fuppofe it to be borrowed 
from the iafhions of Manilla. It 
confiftedofa veil which fell grace- 
fully tothe ancles, and was fo ar- 
ranged as to heighten real charms, 
and tomake onefancy beauty even 
where nature denied it. The arms 
alone were bare; but the folds 
were fo contrived as to half difco- 
ver the bofom, while the entire 
figure, in all the fimplicity of na- 
ture, could not be defcribed, as 
being concealed from the explor- 
ing eye. Their ancles and wrifts 
were adorned with bracelets of 
gold, which gave, as may be fup- 
pofed, fomewhat of a richnefs to 
tin appearance that was already 
elegant. Many of them were ex- 
tremely handfome; nor did cer- 
tain arch looks, which appeared 
to be habitual, though they were 


heightened by the dance, rende? 
them lefs agreeable. The fandan. 
go was performed in its utmof 
perfe&idn ; the minuct was not 
difgraced by their motions, and 
Erigti{ti country dances, feveral of 
which were performed in ‘com. 
pliment to us, have been often 
exhibited with far lefs erace and 
agility in many of our beft aflem. 
blies, than in this diftant and re- 
mote corner of the Philippine 
iflands. ‘This amufement lafted 
till twelve o’clock, when all the 
company retired, with every ap- 
pedrance of the moft_ perfedt fa- 
tisfaction. 

For fuch means of innocent 
amufement, the people are in- 
debted to the venerable padre, 
who himfelf joined in the dance, 
Indeed it would have been not 
only to the honour of Spain, but 
of the religion it profeffes, if fuch 
men had been employed, who, 
like this amiable prieft, cculd 
make their miffions a fource of 
comfort and happinefs, inftead of 
accompanying them with that fe- 
verity of difcipline, and cruelty 
of compulfion, which renders con- 
verfation infincere or mifunder- 
ftood, and is in fuch direc oppo- 
fition to the mild and benevolent 
fpirit of Chriftianity. 
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On the Ufes that may be made of Coutchouc, Elafic Gum, or Indian Rubber, 
. ’ " ‘* 
in Arts and Manufaftures, with an Account of the Manner of obtaimng 


and manufa€turing it, 


rTXHIS fubftance, called coup. 

chouc, is denominated ela fic 

gum, or elaftic refin, by philoto- 

phers in Europe; butit is pow 

‘generally known in the fhops by 
the name of Judian rubber; 9 fyb. 

{tance that few of our readers are 

not acquainted with. Itisa firm 

rowgh, pliable fubftance, greatly 


refembling forme kinds of leather; 
but it pofleffes a degree of elaftict 
ty that cannot be equalled by any 
known fubftance in nature. It 
admits of being ftretched out 1 
every direction to an aftonifliing 
degree ; and when the diftending 
power is removed, it recovers Hs 


former fhape and appearance. * 
neither 
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neither canbe diffolved in water, 
in ardent fpirits, in acids, nor al- 
kaline liquors, in the ordinary 
fate of our atanofphere. Oils, in 
fome meafure, act upon it; but 
the vitriolic zether is theonly com- 
plete folvent of it that is as yet 
known. It is inflammable, and 
burns with a clear fteady flame, 
emitting then a flight {mell, not at 
all difagreeable. When expofed 
toa cold air, it is more hard and 
rigid than under a milder tempe- 
rature; but it neither becomes flu- 
id, nor lofes its elafticity, till it is 
expofed to a much more intenfe 
degree of heat than it ever expe- 
rieaced in any climate on the 
globe. It may, however, be melt- 
ed by a very intenfe degree of 
heat; and then it aflumes a thick 
vilcid appearance, like fome kinds 
of femi-fluid oils And having 
once been reduced to that. ftate, 
itcannot be again made to ac- 
quire its former exiftence or elaf- 
ticity. 

This fubftance is now well 
known to be the infpiffated juice 
of atree. The natives in thofe 
regions where this tree abounds, 
extract the juice by making lon- 
gitudinal inciGions in the bark. 
It bleeds freely, and the juice, in 
athick fate of femir fluidity, is 
collected into veffels placed to re- 
ceive itat the bottom of the tree. 
It is then, by means of a brufh, 
ipread upon moulds prepared for 
the purpofe, and fuffered to dry 
in the fun, or before a fire, which, 
by evaporating the moifture, foon 
brings it to the ftate in which it 
is fent over to us. By adding 
fucceflive layers above each other, 
it may be brought to any degree 
of thicknefs wanted; and by va- 
tying the form of the mould, it 
may be made to affume any fhape 
Or appearauce you wifh; which 
thape, as has been faid, it will 
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ever afterwards retain, if no dif- 
tending force be applied to alter 
it. 
From this fimple detail of facts, 
it is eafy to fee, that the ufes to 
which this fubftance might be 
applied in arts and manufactures 
are innumeralWe, and fuch as can 
be effected. by no other known 
fubftance in nature. Yet fo blind 
have mankind hitherto been to 
thefe advantages, that no attempts 
have been made in any acceflible 
region where extenfive inanufac- 
tories could be eftablithed, -either 
to cultivate the tree that produces 
it, or to induce the natives to 
fend the juice in its fluid, ftate to 
Europe, where it could be pro- 
perly manuiaétured. All that has 
been doneis, to fuffer the nativesto 
mould it into the form of a {mall 
kind of bottles, which is found to 
anf{wer fome purpofeamong them- 
felves; and thefe, when brought 
to Europe, are applied to {carcely 
any other ufe than being cut to 
pieces for the purpofe of effacing 
marks made upon paper by ablack 
lead pencil, or that of idly amuf- 
ing children by ftretching it out, 
and obferving how perfectly it 
again recovers its priftine form, 
after having been diftended to a 
great length in any direction. We 
amufe ourlelves with the phzno- 
mena without profiting by it, as 
children ufed to be amufed with 
the attraction of amber, before 
the phenomena of ele¢tricity were 
explained; but it appears that it 
might be applied to a variety of 
ufeful purpofes. 

ift. This fubftance fo much re- 
fembles leather, that it naturally 
occurs, that it might be employed 
for the purpofe of making. boots. 
"Thefe would not only admit of be- 
ing made of the neateft fhape that 
could be imagined, but alfo, by 


being impervious to water, or the 
other 
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other corrofive liquors above na- 
med, would be fufficient to protect 
men from wet, though ftanding in 
water. For feamen, fifhermen and 
others, who afe by their bufinefs 
obliged to wade in water, fuch 
boots would be of the greateft uti- 
lity. The feet and legs might thus 
be protected from the aétion of 
even acids or alkaline fubftances 
themfelves, wherever that fhould 
become neceflary. 

ad. Ghves of this fubftance 
would be fo foft and pliable, as to 
allow the fingers perfect freedom 
of a&tion; and in thofe kinds of 
bufineffes that require artificers to 
put their hands among acids or 
corrofive liquors, they may be- 
come highly convenient. 

3d. Caps. The ufes that might 
be made of this fubftance for de- 
fending the head from wet, are in- 
finitely various, and might prove 
highly beneficial. Athin covering 
of this fubftance might be made 
for travelling hats, which, with- 
out adding any fenfible weight, 
would be perfeétly impermeable 
by wetofany kind. Every other 
kind of covering for the head 
might be thus rendered water 

tight, merely by giving them a 
flight coat of coutchouc, which 
would in no fenfible degree alter 
their other qualities. Bathing 
caps in particular could thus be 
made extremely commodious, and 
ata fmall expence. This could 
be done, by covering with a coat 
of coutchouc an elaftic ftocking 
cap, which, merely by being 
pulled tight over the head, would 
embrace every part of itall round, 
fo as to prevent the entrance of 

water. The ftocking and the 
‘covering being equally elaftic, 
they would contraét and ‘expand 
together without any fort of dif- 

ficulty. 
4th. Umbrellas. Neck-pieces of 
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filk, or other materials, cloaks or 
travelling coats of any fort, that 
fhould be judged proper, coal 
thus be rendered perfectly water. 
tight, without deftroying their pli. 
ability in the fmalleft degree, Jt 
would only be neceffary to cover 
them with a coat of this foft var. 
nifh after they were made, fo as 
to clofe up the feams. Buckets 
too, all of canvafs, or any other 
cheap fubftance, might be made 
water tight and incorruptible, by 
merely covering them with this 
matter. Veflels alfo for holding 
waterand other liquors, that would 
not be liable to breakage, might 
thus be made of any fize or fhape 
at a fmall expence. In fhort, it 
would take too much room to at- 
tempt to enumerate half the ufes 
that might be made of it in the 

houfhold way. 
sth. In the army and navy, its 
ufes would be ftill more numerous 
and important. Zents arean article 
of very great expence: the can- 
vafs for them muft be of the very 
beft quality amd clofeft texture; 
and, after all, they are feldom proof 
againft continued rain. At any 
rate, the viciffitudes of weather 
foon rot.the canvafs, and makea 
new fupply in a fhort time ne- 
ceflary. Were thefe tents cover- 
ed with a\voat of this fubftance, 
the entrance of rain through it 
would not only be altogether pre- 
cluded, but alfo, the very wetting 
of the canvafs itfelf would be pre- 
vented, and of courfe its durabi- 
lity be augmented to a tenfold ce- 
gree. On the fame principle, the 
fails of a fhip would not only be 
madeto hold the wind in the mof 
complete manner, but by being 
covered by a thin coat of it om 
both fides, the failcloth itfelf could 
never be wetted, and of courfe, 
its durability be augmented, while 
its flexibility would not be dim!- 
: nifhed. 
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nifhed. Other ufes to which it 
could be applied in the army and 
navy, are fo numerous, as not to 
admit of being here fpecified. It 
is only neceflary barely to men- 
tion, that on a military expedi- 
tion, to have a veflel capable of 
containing fluids, which, whea 
empty, admits of being wrapped 
up like a handkerchief and put 
up into the pocket, might, on 
fome occafions be of ineftimable 
value; and the fame atfea. « 

6th, Aeroftation is. now nearly 
at a ftand; but it is wonderful 
that no one ever perceived the ufe 
that might have been made of this 
fubftance for that purpofe. No 
kind of filk, or other light fub- 
ftance, could ever be found, that 
pofleiled the {malleft degree of 
elafticity; by confequence, when 
they afcended into the higher re- 
gions, the expanfion of the gas 
was in danger of burfting the 
globe; it was therefore neceflary 
to leave it open below to guard 
againft that accident. A globe of 
coutchouc would have pofieffed 
the quality here wanted ; it would 
have expanded as the circum- 
ftances of the cafe required; and 
while it was perfectly tight, to 
prevent the involuntary efcape of 
thefmalleft quantity, it would have 
adapted itfelf in fize to every vari- 
ation of circumftances. It is true, 
the retentive power of this fub- 
ftance, when very thin, has never 
yet been afcertained by experi- 
ence; but there is reafon to believe 
itis very great. 

7th. Asthis fubftanceis inflam- 
mable, and burns with a bright 
flame without requiring any wick, 
it might be employed perhaps with 
great ceconomy as torches or fam- 
beaux. Solid balls have alfo been 
made of it, that are light, and of 
an amazing degree of elafticity; 
bus what ufeful purpofe could be 


made of thefe, does not at prefent 
appear. It might alfo be moulded 
into the form of riding whips, and 
would probably anfwer that pur- 
pofeadmirably well; andafterthey 
were worn out, they might be em- 
ployed as torches. 

Sth. Asa material for chirur- 
gical purpofes, it might be em- 
ployed on many occafions, Cashe- 
ters have already been made of it, 
after having been diflolved in 
zther, that have been found to 
anfwer the purpofe wanted, and 
tooccafion much lefs irritation ins 
the parts than thofe of any other 
fort that have yet been tried; but 
the great price, when thus. ma- 
nufactured, prevents them from 
coming into general ufe. The 
little bottles, when applied to the 
breafts of women diftreffed for 
fore nipples, can be fo managed, 
as to occafion a more gentle fuc- 
tion than can bé effectedany other 
way, and have therefore afforded 
very great relief. In. fhort, the 
variety of ufes to. which they 
might be applied, as bags for in- 
jeCting or tor fucking, are too 
numerous to admit of being here 
fo much as being pointed at. 

gth. Elaftic /prings. In alk cafes 
where a {pring is wanted to act by 
its contradtive power, no fubfiance 
can be conceived more proper, 
than that of which we now {peak, 
efpecially in cold climates; and 
there are innumerable cafes in 
which it might be employed in 
this manner with the happieft ef- 
fect, in various kind of machi- 
nery. 

roth. It is many years fince Dr. 
Bergius, atStockholm, made fome 
experiments on this fubftance in 
Papin’s digefter; by fubjeéting it 
in that way to an intenfe degree 
of heat, it is daid to have been 
converted into a_ hard, elaftic, 
horn-like fubftance, I have not 

heard 
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Heard that thefe experiments have 
been repeated ; but if, upon far- 
ther trial, this fhould be found to 
be invariably the reiult, ‘it would 
extérid the utility of this fubftance 
far bevond the limits we have’ hi- 
therto thought of; but in the ftate 
of uncertainty that at prefent pre- 
vails on that head, it would be im- 
proper to fay more. 

Geographical globes are at pre- 
fent an article of great éxpence, 
efpecially when of fuch a fize as 
to admit of exhibiting a tolerable 
view of the earth’s furface. Thefe 
could be made of coutchouc of 
any fize required, at a very mode- 
rate expence.. The favages of A- 
meérica, whom our philofophers 
reprefent as deftitute ofevery men- 
tal endowment,. willteach us the 
way of proceeding. 

The: little bottles we import 
frony thence are formed upon 
moulds of clay dried in the fun. 
When the coutchoue has harden- 
ed on the furface by the procefs 
already defcribed, a little water is 
introduced at the mouth of the 
bottle, which gradually foftens 
the clay, and in time allows it to 
be wathed entirely out of it. A 
globe of clay might be. eafily 
moulded of any dimenfions re- 
quired, leaving at one of the 
poles a {mall protuberance for a 
little neck. This ball, whendry, 
might be covered with coutchoue 
till it acquired the thicknefs re- 
quired; and for the purpofe here 
wanted, this might be very thin. 
The clay might then be wafhed 
out, fo as to leave it empty. 

It is not much lefs than fixty 
years fince Mr. de la Condamine 
firft made known to Europeans 
this fingular fubftance, which pof- 
fefles qualities that obvioufly ren- 
der it one of the moft ufeful bo- 
dies that hath ever’come to the 
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Knowledge of man for many tii. 
portant purpofes in life; yet the 
culture of the plant which affords 
it has bee till this momenten. 
tirely negleéted by every Buro. 
pean nation. 

The tree which yields this juice 
is large and ftately ; its trunk is 
ufually about fixty feet in Weight, 
and from two to three feet diame. 
ter.. It grows naturally in Braail, 
in French Guiana, and in feveral 
o Fer provinces of South Ameti: 
ca, and alfo in China,.as: it is 
fuppofed. 

It is called by the natives Hevea, 
and Mr. Aublet has preferved that 
name. He cails it Hevea Guia 
nenfis. lt isthe Pao Scringa, at 
Paris, an. 1761. Jatropha /oliis ters 
natis ellipticis integerrimis fubtus ca» 
nis lenge petiolatis. Lin.: ° \ts feed 
isa nut, of a pleafing tafte,: very 
much refembling that of a filbert, 
and much’ efteemed bv the ‘na 
tives.. The tree grows very freely, 
and might doubtlefs be eafily. rear 
ed, were feeds brought hither for 
that purpofe, either in fome of 
the rocky parts of our Weft-India 
iflands, or the Cape Verd Iflands, 
or along the coafts ofv Africa, 
where there are fuch extenfive 
traéts of uninhabited country laid 
watte by the depopulation that 
our deftructive trade in flaves oc- 
cafions. What a difference would 
there be in the ftate of the inhabi- 
tants of that unhappy country, 
were they to be taught to culti- 
vate the arts of peace, and toen- 
rich themfelves by induftrious la- 
bour, inftead of thofe cruel wars 
fomented by our miferable trade 
in flaves! Could this juice be had 
in abundance fo near to Europe, 
it might be fent hither in its fuid 
ftate, in clofe cafks or botties, fo 
as to be. here manufa¢tured for the 
purpoies it were fitted totinfwer- 
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Of the Punifhments in Abyffi nia.—From Bruce’s Travels. 


N Abyflinia, when the prifoner 
is condemned in capital cafes, 
he is not again remitted to prifon, 
which is thought cruel, but he is 
immediately carried away, and the 
fentenceexecutedupon him. Ab- 
ba Salama, the Acab Saat, was 
condemned by the king the morn- 
ing he entered Gondar, on his re- 
turn from Tigré, and immediately 
hanged, in the garment of a prieft, 
on a tree at the door of the king’s 
palace. Chremation, brother to 
the ufarper Socinios, was exe- 
cuted that fame morning. Gue- 
bra Denghel, Ras Michael’s fon- 
in-law, was likewife executed that 
fame day, immediately after judg- 
ment; and fo were feveral others. 
The capital punifhments in 
Abyflinia are the crofs. Socinios 
firftordered Arzo, his competitor, 
who had fled for affiftance and re- 
fuge to Phineas, king of the Fa- 
latha, to be crucified without the 
camp. Wefind the fame punifh- 
ment inflicted by Artaxerxes upon 
Haman, who was ordered to be 
athxed to the crofs till he died. 
The next capital punifhment is 
flaying alive. That this barba- 
rous execution ftill prevails in 
Abyflinia, is already proved by 
the fate of the unfortunate Woo- 
fheka, taken prifoner in the cam- 
paign of 1769, while I was in 
Abyflinia; a facrifice made to the 
vengeance of the beautiful Ozora 
Either, who, kind and humane as 
the was in other refpects, could 
receive noatonement for the death 
of her hufband. 
_ Lapidation, or {toning todeath, 
is the next capital punifhment in 
Abyfinia. This is chieftv in- 
fliéted upon ftrangers, called Frenks 
for religious caufes. The Catho- 
ic priefts in Abyflinia, that have 
been detected there, in thefe lat- 
Vox. VI. No. 5. D 


ter days, have bees floned todeath, 
and their bodies lie ftill in the ftreets 
of Gondar, in the fquares, or 
watte places, covered with thofe 
heaps of ftones which occafioned 
their death by being thrown at 
them. There are three of thefe 
heaps at the church of Abbo, all 
covering Francifcan friars; and, 
befides them, a fmall pyramid ovet 
a boy who was ftoned to death 
with them, about the firft year of 
thereignof DavidIVth. This boy 
wasoneof fourfons thatoneof the 
Francifcan friars had by an Aby fi- 
nian woman inthe reign of Ouftas. 

Among capital punifhments 
may be reckoned likewife the 
plucking out of the eyes; a cru- 
elty which I have but too often 
feen committed in my fhort ftay 
in Abyflinia. This is generally 
infli@ed upon rebels. I have al- 
ready mentioned, that after the 
flaughter of the battle of Fagitta, 
twelve chiefs of the Pagan Galla, 
taken prifaners by Ras Michael, 
had their eyes torn out, and were 
afterwards abaisdoned to ftarve in 
the valleys belaw the town. Se- 
veral prifoners of another rank, 
noblemen of Tigre, underwent 
the fame misfortune; and, what 
is wonderful, not one of them 
died in the operation, nor its con- 
fequences, though performed in 
the coarfeft manner, with an iron 
forceps, or pincers. 

The dead bodies of criminals 
flain for treafon, murder, and vi- 
olence, on the highway, at certain 
times, are feldom buried in Abyf- 
finia. ‘The ftreets of Gondar are 
ftrewed with pieces of thtir car- 
cafes, whieh bring the wild beatts 
in multitudes into thecity as foon 
as it becomes dark, fo that it is 
fcarcely poffible for any to walk 
in the night. 
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For the New-Yore MAGAZINE. 
OF GOOD BREEDING. 


FAVE character of a well bred 

man cannot, be drawn to 
perfection by any but dramatic 
writers, becaufe they only have 
the power of placing him to ad- 
vantage in particular circumftan- 
ces and relations. Other writers 
muft be content with defcriptions, 
it being as great a difficulty to de- 
fine good breeding in the abftract, 
as moral virtue, which depends 
upon circumftances and the re- 
Jations in which oneman ftands to 
another; but, like virtue too, it 
confiits ina happy mediocrity be- 
tween two extremes,- of which 
bluntnefs is the one, and fawaing 
fervility the other. 

A well bred man hath, in his 
behaviour, an equal mixture of 
modefty and boldnefs, of loqua- 
city and taciturnity, of freedom 
and referve, and of every other 
quality that degree which is ufeful 
or commendable, but whofe ex- 
tremes are either criminal or ridi- 
culous. Such a man is always 
condefcending, without fallingin- 
to the meannefs of adoration; he 
is not backward in profefling, but 
more folicitous in doing acts of 
beneficence; he is not fcrupulous 
of owning his regard for merit, 
aud of giving it due praife, for 
fear of being thought a flatterer: 
nor of exprefling a juftt diflike of 
vice, however dignified, to avoid 
the imputation. of rigidnefs: in 
fhort, all his actions flow from a 
good heart, and are noble, ge- 
nerous, fincere, uniform and 
graceful. 

If thefe ebfervations be true, 
good breeding is a focial virtue; 
it is benevolence brought into ac- 
tion, with all the advantages and 
beauty of proportion and fymme- 
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try. Complaifance is indeed jts 
refemblance, as a fhadow is of 
fubftance; but complaifance js 
only the varnifh. Good breeding 
is the real beauty of the foul, made 
vifible, and fet in the faireft point 
of light. The only difference, 
therefore, between the virtuous 
and weil bred man is, that the 
latter feems to act his part in life 
with a fuperior grace. 

I theretore with te lay downs 
few rules of behaviour of general 
ufe, though much difregarded in 
this populous city ;-- 

1. Io be more ready to give the 
wall, than to affert it; forfearof } 
a dirty quarrel in a trifling caufe, 

2. Not to walkarm in arm asif 
the fireet were made for us only, 
or we had no concern for any 
body’s conveniency but our own. 

3. When we meet a friend we 
would talk with, take him afide, 
that the paffage may be uninter- 
rupted, 

4. Not to walk the ftreets with 
a cane or ftick under one’s atm, 
or {winging it in the hand, which 
may be very offenfive to the eyes 
or face of thofe who follow us; 
a practice no lefs- frequent that 
inconfiderate, to fay the beft of it. 

5- Not to ufe the fauntering 
gait of an indolent perfon in this 
town of trade and hurry; for, 
though we may be fo idle or in- 
fignificant as to be in no hafte, yet 
multitudes are as well behind a 
before us. 

6..To be cautious of ftaring 
in the faces of thofe that pals by 
us likean inquifitor-general; for 
an overbearing look has the air 
of abully; a prying one, that 
of a bailiff. If we doit by mil- 
take for a friend, afk pardon. — 
+. Paling 
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>. Paffing in hatte through a 
crowd, let us make way with our 
elbows, not with our hands; for 
laying hold of perfons feems con- 
temptuous, and often gives of- 
fence: and call not out to your 
companion to take care of his 
pockets, for that is a random impu- 
tation, and an unmannerly fufpi- 
cion of thofe next you. 

§, Not to faften your eyesupon 
a perfon entering into a public 
room, for fea., (by fuch a broad- 
fide) of fhocking his modefty, and 
difmounting his affurance; yet 
this is the common behaviour of 
the {parks of the town, (out of an 
air) though they look for no par- 
ticular perfon. 

g At eating houfes, &c. not 
too officioufly forward in our dif- 
courfe.or ceremonies to {tran- 
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gers, who perhaps defire to be un- 
obferved or incog. 

10. Not to affect a difregard of 
any perfon, though never fo mean, 
by whiftling or humming a tune, 
as if no body were prefent; the 
dignity of human nature, in any 
circumftance, is confiderable. 

it. Never force complaifance 
upon any man, but confider 
that making people eafy, is the 
end of good breeding. 

12. Ina coffee-houfe, never to 
ufe that unjuft and provoking 
practice of keeping more. papers 
than one in hand; for that is an 
arrogant encroachment upon the 
common rights of all the compa- 
ny. Toconclude, 

‘¢ Let us do unto others, as we 
would they fhould do unto us,” 
which is the fum total. 


CITIZEN. 





Defeription of a Tyger Hunt. on Schaagen [fland, in the Neighbourhood of 
Saldandha Bay. 


[From Vaillant’s Travels to the Cape of Good Hopes] 


URING Monfieur Vaillant’s 

refidence on Schaapen ifland, 
at the hut of an honeft Hottentot, 
named Slaber, he was inform- 
ed by one of the inhabitants, 
whofe name was Smit, that a ty- 
ger had for fome time infefted his 
divifion, and carried away regu- 
larly every night fome of his cat- 
tle. ~The animal was doomed to 
die, 

‘We therefore got together,’ 
fays Mr. Vaillant, ‘al the dogs 
we could find, and provided our- 
felves with arms. hus every 
thing ready for the affault, we fe- 
parated until the morning. I then 
went to bed, but could not clofe 
my eyes from impatience. At 
break of day I gained the plain 
with my efcort, (Smit, and fome 
of his fiends;) we were in all 


eighteen, about the fame number 
of dogs. Smit informed us the 
tyger had that night robbed him 
ofafheep. One of mv guns was 
loaded with large pieces of lead, 
another with fhot, and a carbine 
with balls, two of which my Hot- 
tentot carried as he followed me. 
The country was tolerably open, 
except here and there a few divid- 
ed thickets, which we were -ob- 
liged to beat with great precau- 
tion. 

—‘* After an hour’s fruitlefs 
fearch, we found the half devour- 
ed carcafe of the fheep; this af- 
fured us the animal was not: far 
off, and could not efcape. Some 
few moments after, our dogs; who 
till that time had been beating 
confutedly about, preffed togé- 
ther, and rnfhed within two hun- 
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dred paces of us intoa largethicket, 
barking and howling as loud as 
poifible. 

‘ IL leaped from my horfe, gave 
him to my Hottentot, andrunning 
to the fide of the thicket, got on a 
rifing ground within fifty paces; 
cafting my eyes back, I perceived 
my Companions were alarmed. 
However, John Slabgr, (fon of 
my hoft) came/up, ’ faying he 
would not abafldon me, though 
in danger of his life. By the agi- 
tation of his appearance, and the 
fear that was marked in his coun- 
tenance, I judged the poor lad had 
given himfelf up for loft. I well 
knew that the apparent firmnefs 
of another would encourage him ; 
and indeed, though his terror was 
extreme, I believe he thought 
himfelf in greater fecurity when 
near me, than in the midit of his 
poltroon companions, who were 
gazing upon us at a refpectful dif- 
tance. Thad been told, that in 
cafe I fhould be near enough to 
the animal to be heard, I muft not 
fay faa, faa, for that word would 
render the beaft furious, and that 
he would rufh on the perfon who 
uttered it. As I had company, I 
was not afraid of being furprifed, 
therefore repeated the word an 
hundred times together, by way 
of encouraging the dogs, and like- 
wife to drive the beaft from the 
thicket; but all in vain; the ani- 
mal and dogs were equally fearful of 
each other, the former not daring 
to quit his retreat, nor the latter 
to enter it; yet among the maf- 
tiffs there were fome that muft 
have fucceeded, had their courage 
equalled their flrength: my dog, 
the fmalleft of the pack, was al- 
ways at their head; he alone ad- 
vanced a little into the thicket. 
Tris true, he kuew me, and was 
animated by my voice. The hi- 
deaus beaft roared terribly; every 


moment I expeéted it'to ruth out; 
the dogs, on its finalleft Motion, 
drew hraftily back, and ran as fat 
as poffible; at length a few ran. 
dom fhot\diflodged him, and he 
rufhed out fuddenly: his appear. 
ance feemed the fignal for every 
one to decamp; even John Sh- 
ber (formed with the ftrength of 
a Hercules,) able to wreftle with 
the animal, and ftrangle him in 
his arms, abandoned me, and rai 
to the others. I remained alone 
with my Hottentot. The pan- 
ther, in endeavouring to gain ano- 
ther thicket, paffed within fifty 
paces of us, with all the dogs at 
his heels. We faluted him by firing 
three fhot as he pafled us. 

© The thicket in which he had 
taken refuge was neither fo high, 
large, or bufhy, as the one he had 
quitted ; a track of blood made 
me prefume I had wounded him, 
and the fury of the dogs wasa 
proof I was not miftaken: anum- 
ber of my people now drew near, 
but the creater part had entirely 
difappeared. 

‘ The animal was baited more 
thanan hour;we fired intothethick- 
et more than forty random fhot. 
Atlength, tired and impatient with 
this tedious bufinefs, I remounted 
my horfe, and turned with pre- 
caution on the oppofite fide of the 
dogs. I imagined that, employed 
in defending himfelf againft them, 
it would be eafy to get behind 
him. Iwas not miftaken; I faw 
him fquatting, and ftriking with 
his paws to keep at bay my 
dog, that ran barking within the 
reach of his fangs. When I had 
taken the neceflary fteps to catch 
him in a good fituation, J fret 
my carbine; this I immediately 
dropped to catch up my §¥) 
which I carriéd at the bow of my 
faddie; this precaution was ule- 


lefs; the animal did not wi J 
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gor could I fee him after firing 
my carbine. Though I was fure 
Thad hit him, it would have been 
imprudent to have immediately 
rufhed into the thicket. As he 
made no noife, I fufpeéted he was 
dead, or mortally wounded.— 
‘Friends,’ cried I to the hunters 
that approached, . let us go in a 
firm line {trait up to him; if he is 
yet alive, all our pieces fired to- 
gether will overcome him,and we 
can be in no danger.” One per- 
fon only anfwered, and th.* was 
in the negative; in fhort, none 
liked the propofal. Enraged, I 
faidto my Hottentot, (who was 
not lefs animated than his mafter) 
‘Cormrade, the animal is either 
dead, or near it; get on horftbaek 
and approach 2s | did, and try to 
difcover in what ftate we have put 
him: I will guard the entrance, 
and, if he attempts to efcape, will 
foot him; we fhall be able to 
finifh him without the affiftance 
of thofe cowards.’ No fooner had 
be entered, than he called to me 
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that the tyger was extended, with+ 
out motion, and he believed him 
dead; but to be affured he ‘fired 
his carbine. I ran, tranf{ported 
with pleafure: my brave Hottentot 
partook my exultation. Triumph 
redoubled our force; we dragged 
the animal from the thicket; he 
feemed enormous; Is examined 
him particularly, turning “him 
from fideto fide. This was my 
fitit effav,and by chance the tyger 
was nionitrous; it was;a~ male. 
From the extremity of the tail to 
the nofe, he meafured feven feet 
ten inches. I found that he ex- 
actiy anfwered the defcription of 
the panther given by Buifon; but 
through all this country he is 
known by no other name than the 
tyger, though it is only the pre- 
valence of cuttom, forin this part 
of Africa there are no tveers, the 
difference between thatanimal and 
the panthes deing very great.. The 
Hottentots call it garow gama, or 
the /pottedt lion.’ 





Confolattons againf? Death, from the Providence, and the Neceffity of it. 


[From Serieca’s Morals. } 


if Rite life is only a prelude to 
eternity, where we are to 
expect another original, and ano- 
ther ftate of things: we have no 
profpect of heaven here, but ata 
diftance; let us therefore expeét 
our laft, and decretory hour with 
courage, The laft (I fay) to our 
bodies, but not to our minds: our 
lnggave we muft leave behind us, 
and return as naked out of the 
World as we came into it. The 
day which we fear as our laft, is 
Dat the birth-day of our eternity; 
and itis the only way to it: fo 
that what we fearasarock, proves 
to be buta port; in many cafes 
to be defired, never to be refufed; 
3nd he'that dies young, has only 


meade a quick voyage on it. Some 
are becalm’d; others cut it away 
before wind; and we live juft as 
we fail: Firft, we run our child- 
hood out of fight; .our youth 
next; and then our middle age: 
after that follows old age, and 
brings us to the common end of 
mankind. Itis a great providence 
that we have more ways out of the 
world, than we have intoit. Our 
fecuritv ftands upon a port, the 
very article of death. It draws a 
creat many bleflings into a very 
narrow compafs; -and although 
the fruit of it does not feem to 
extend to the defun@, yet the dif- 
ficulty of it is more than balanced 
by the contemplation of the fu- 

ture. 
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ture. Nay, fuppofe that all the 
bufinefs of this world fhould be 
forgotten; or my memory tra- 
duced, Wohat’s all thisto me? J 
have done my duty. Undoubtedly 
that which puts an end to all other 
evils cannot be a very great evil 
itfelf; and yet it is no eafy thing 
for flefh aud blood to defpife life. 
What if death comes? If it does 
not ftay with us, why fhould we 
fear it?: One hangs himfelf for a 
miftrefs; another leaps the garret 
window to avoid a choleric maf- 
ter: athird runs away, and itabs 
himfelf rather than he will be 
brought back again. We fee the 
ferce even of our infirmities, and 
fhall we not then do greaterthings 
for the love of virtue? To fuffer 
death is but the law of nature; 
and it is a great comfort that it 
can be done but once; in the ve- 
ry convulfions of it, we have this 
confolation, that our pain is near 
an end, and that it frees us from 
all the miferies of life. What it 
is, we know not; and it were rafh 
to condemn what we do not un- 
derftand: but this we prefume, 
either that we fhall pafs out of this 
into a better life, where we fhall 
live with tranquillity and fplendor 
in diviner manfions, or elfe return 
to our firft prineiples, free from 
the fenfe of any inconvenience. 
There is nothing immortal, nor 
many things lafting; but by di- 
vers ways every thing comes toan 
end. What an arrogance is it 
then, when the world itfelf ftands 
condemned to a diffolution, that 
man alone fhould expeé to live 
for ever? [tis unjuft net toallow 
unto the giver, the power of dif- 
pohiy of his own bounty; and a 
folly, onty to value the prefent. 
Death is as mucha debt as mo- 
ney ; und life is but a journey to- 
wards 1!. Some difpatch it fooner, 
others later; but we muff all have 
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the fame period. The 

bolt is undoubtedly juf Mt 
draws, even from thofe that are 
ftruck with it, a veneration, A 
great foul takes no delight in flay. 
ing with the body; it confiders 
whence it came, and knows whi. 
ther itis to go. The. day will 
come, that fhall feparate this mix. 
ture of foul and body; of divine 
and human: my body I will leave 
where I found it; my foul I will 
‘eftore to heaven, which would 
have been there already, but for 
the clog that keeps it down: and 
befide, how many men have been 
the worfe for longer living, that 
might have dyed with reputation, 
if they had been fooner takena- 
way? How many difappoint. 
ments of hopeful youths, that have 
proved diffolute men? Over and 
above the ruins, fhipwrecks, tor- 
ments, prifons that attend long 
life: a blefling fo deceitful, that 
if a child were in condition to 
judge of it, and at liberty to refufe 
it, he would not take it. 

What Providence has made ne- 
ceflary, human prudenee should 
comply with cheerfully: as there 
isa neceflity of death, fo that ne- 
ceflity is equal, and invincible. 
No man has caufe of complaint 
for that which every man mutt 
fuffer as well as himfelf. When 
we fhould die, we will not, and 
when we would not, we muft: but 
our fate is fixed, and unavoidable 
is the decree.. Why do we then 
ftand trembling when the tme 
comes? Why do we not as well 
lament that. we did not live a 
thoufand years ago, as that we 
fhall not live a thoufand years 
hence? ’Tis but travelling the 
great road, and to the place whi- 
ther we muft all go at lait. Tis 
but fubmitting to the law of 23 
ture, and to that lot which the 
whole world has fuffered, thats 
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ne before us; and fo muft they _ 


too that are to come after us. 
Nay, how many thoufands, when 
our time comes, will expire in the 
fame moment with us? He that 
will not follow, fhall be drawn by 
force; and, is it not much better 
aow to do that willingly, which 
we fhallotherwife be made to doin 
fpite of our hearts? The fons of 
mortal parents muft expect a mor- 
tal pofterity ; death is the end of 
eat and fmall. We are born 
helplefs, and expofed to the inju- 
ries of all creatures, and. of all 
weathers. The very neceflaries 
of life are deadly to us. We meet 
with our fate in our difhes, in our 
cups, and in the very air we 
breathe ; nay, our very birth is in- 
aufpicious, for we come into the 
world weeping; and in the middle 
of our defigns, while we are me- 
ditating great matters, and ftretch- 
ing of our thoughts to after-ages, 
death cuts us off; and our longeft 
date, is only the revolution of a 
few years. One man dies at the 
table; another goes away in his 
fleep; athirdin his miftrefs’sarms; 
a fourth is ftabb’d; another is 
ftung with an adder, or crufh’d 
with the fall of a houfe. We 
have feveral ways to our end, but 
the end itfelf, which is death, is 
ftill the fame. Whether we die 
by a fword, bv a halter, by a po- 
tion, or by a difeafe, ’tis all but 
death, A child dies in the clouts, 
and an old man at a hundred; 
they are both mortal alike, though 
the one goes fooner than the other. 
All that lies betwixt the cradle and 
the grave, is uncertain. If we 
compute the roubles, the life even 
of achild islong; if the /weetne/; 
of the paffage, that of an old man 
is fhort; the whole is flippery and 


deceitful, and only death certain ; 


and yet all people complain of 
that which never deceived any 
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man. Senecio raifed himfelf from 
a fmall beginning to a vaft for- 
tune, being very well fkill’d in the 
faculties. both of getting and: of 
keeping, and either of them was 
fuficient for the doing of his bu- 
finefs. He was a man infinitely 
careful, both of his patrimony, 
and of his body. He gave me 
a morning’s vifit (fays our author) 
and after that vifit he went away, 
and fpent the reft of the day with 
a friend of his that was defperately 
fick. At night he was merry at 
fupper, and feized immediately 
after with a fquinzy, which dif- 
patched him ina few hours.. This 
man, that had money at ufe in all 
places, and in the very courfe and 
height of his profperity, was thus 
cut off. How foolifh a thing is it 
then for a man to flatter himfelf 
with long hopes, and to pretend 
to difpofe of.the future? Nay, the 
very prefent flipsthrough our fin- 
gers, and there is not that moment 
which we can call ourrown. How Wy 
vain a thing is it for us to enter 
upon projeéts? and to fay to our- 
felves, Well, I'll go build, purcha/e, ) 
difcharge fuch offices, fettle my af- I 




























































fairs, ‘and then retire. We are all 
of us born to the fame cafualties; ; 
all equally frail, and uncertain of ye 
to-morrow. At the very altar, | 
where we pray for life, we learn ce 
to die, by feeing the facrifices i i 
killed before us. But there is no Te 

need of a wound, or fearching het 
the heart for it, when the noofe i 
of a cord, or the {mothering of a 
pillow will do the work. © All 
things have their feafons; they i 
begin, they increafe, and they die. I 
The heavens and the earth grow | 








old, and are appointed their pe- 
riods. That which we Call death, 
is but a paufe or fufpenfion; and 
in truth a progtefs to life: only ae 
our thoughts look downward upon ey 
the body, and not forward upon wei | 
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things tocome. All things under 
the fun are mortal; cities, em- 

ires: andthetime will come when 
m fhall be a queftion, where they 
were, and perchance whether ever 
they had a being, or no. Some 
will be deftroyed by war; others 
by luxury, fire, inundations, earth- 
quakes: Why fhould it trouble 
me then to die, as a forerunner of 
an univerfal diffolution? A great 
mind fubmits itfelf to God, and 
fuffers willingly what the law of 
the univerfe will otherwife bring 
to pafs upon neceflity. That good 
old man Ba/fis, (though with one 
foot in the grave) how cheerful a 
mind does he bear? He lives in 
the view of death, and contem- 
plates his own end with lefs con- 
cern of thought or countenance, 
than he would do another man’s. 
It is a hard leffon, and we are a 
long time a learning of it, to re- 
ceive ovir death without trouble, 
eipecially in the cafe of Ba/ffis. 
In other deaths, there’s a mixture 
of hope; a difeafe may be cured, 
a fire quenched, a falling houfe 
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either propped or avoided: tig 
fea may {wallow a man, and throw 
hint up again. A pardon may 
interpofe betwixt the ax and the 
body; but in the cafe of old age, 
there is no place for either hope 
or interceflion. Let us live in our 
bodies,therefore,as if we were only 
to lodge in them this night, and 
to leave them to-morrow. It js 
the frequent thought of death that. 
muft fortify us againft the necef- 
fity of it. He that has armed him- 
felf againft poverty, may perhaps 
come to live in plenty. A man 
may ftrengthen himfelf againt 
pain, and yet live ina ftate of 
health; againft the lofs of friends, 
and never lofe any: but he that 
fortifies himfelf againft the fear of 
death, fhall moft certainly have 
occafion to employ that virtue. 
It isthe care of a wife and a good 
man to look to his manners and 
actions; and rather how well 
he lives, than how long: for to 
die fooner or later, is not the bu- 
finefs, but to die well, or ill; for 
death brings us to immortality. 





An Hifnical Account of the Rife and Progrefs of the Englifh Stage, and 
of the Okconomy and Ufages of our Ancient Theatres. 
[From ‘* The Pikys and Poems of William Shakfpeare.”] 


HE drama, before the time 
TT of Shak{peare, was fo little 
cultivated, or fo ill underftood, 
that to many it may appear un- 
neceflary to carry our theatrical 
refearches higher than that period. 
Dryden has traly obferved that he 
‘* found not, but created firft the 
{tage ;’ of which no onecan doubr, 
who confiders, that of all the plays 
itlued from the prefs antecedent 
to the year 1692, when there is 
reafon to believe he commenced 
a dramatic writer, the titles are 
fearcely known, except to anti- 
quayies: nor is there one of them 
that will bear a fecond perofal. 


Yet thefe, contemptible and few 
as they are, we may fuppofe to 
have been the moft popular pro- 
duétions of the time, and the beft 
that had been exhibited before the 
appearance of Shakfpeare. 

A minute inveftigation, there- 
fore, of tliz origin and progrefs of 
the drama in England, will fearce- 
ly repay the labour of the inquiry. 
However, as the beft introduction 
toan account of the internal ceco- 
nomy and ufages of the Englith 
theatres in the time of Shakfpezre, 
(the principal object of this ditler- 
tation,) I fhall take a curfory 


view of our moft areient drame- 
tic 
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tic exhibitions, though I fear I 
can add but little to the refearches 
which have already been made on 
that fubject. 

Mr. Warton, in his elegant and 
ingenious hiftory of Englifh poe- 
trv, has given fo accurate an ac- 
count of our earlieft dramatic per- 
formances, that I fall make no 
apology for extracting from vari- 
ous parts of his valuable work, 
fuch particulars as fuit my pre- 
fent purpofe. 

The eazlieft dramatic entertain- 
ments exhibited in England, as 
well as every other part of Eu- 
rope, were of a religious kind. 
So early as in the beginning of the 
twelfth century, it was cuftomary 
in England on holy feftivals to 
reprefent, in or near the churches, 
either the lives and miracles of 
faints, or the moft important fto- 
ries of {cripture. From the fub- 
ject of thefe fpectacles, which, 
as has been obferved, were either 
the miracles of faints, or the more 
myfterious parts of holy writ, fuch 
as the incarnation, paffion, and re- 
furrection of Chrift, thefe ferip- 
tural plays were denominated M:- 
races or Myfteries. At what pe- 
riod of time they were firft exhi- 
bited in this country, I am unable 
to afcertain. Undoubtedly, how- 
ever, they are of very great anti- 
quity; and Riccoboni, who has 
contended, that the Italian theatre 
isthe moft ancient in Europe, has 
claimed for his country an honour 
to which it is not entitled. The 
era of the earlieft reprefentation in 
Italy, founded on holy writ; he 
has placed in the year 1264, when 
thefraternity del Gonfalone was efta- 
lithed ; but we had fimilar exhi- 
bitions in England above 1 50 
years before that time. In the 
yeat 1110, as Dr. Percy and Mr. 
Warton have obferved, the Mi- 
tacle-piay of Saint Catharine, writ- 
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ten by Geoffrey, a learned Nor- 
inan, (afterwards Abbot of St. 
Alban’s,) was acted, probably by 
his fcholars, in the abbey of Dun- 
ftable; perhaps the firft {peétacle 
of this kind exhibited in England. 
William Fitz-Stephen, a menk of 
Canterbury, who, according to 
the beft accounts, compofed his 
very curious work in 1174, about 
four years after the murder of his 
patron Archbifhop Becket, and in 
the twenty-firft year of the reign 
of king Henry the fecond, men- 
tions, that ** London, for its thea- 
‘trical exhibitions, has religious 
plays, either the reprefentations of 
miracles wrought by holy confef- 
fors, or the fufferings of martyrs.” 

Mr. Warton has remarked, that 
“in the time of Chaucer, plays of 
Miracles appear to have been the 
common refort of idle gofflips in 
Lent.” 


«< Therefore made I my vifitations 
** To vigilies and to proceflions ; 
. © To prechings eke, and to thife pil- 
grimages, 
6* To playes of miracles, and matri- 
ages, &c.”” 


*¢ Andin Pierce Plowman’s creed, 
a piece perhaps prior to Chaucer, 
a friar Minorite mentions thefe 
Miracles as not lefs frequented 
than market-towns and fairs :— 


ss We haunten no taverns, ne hobelea 
about 

<¢ At markets and Miracles we meddle 
us never.” 


Theelegant writer, whofe words 
I have juft quoted, has given the 
following ingenions account of 
the origin of this rude fpecies of 
dramatic eatertainment: 

‘‘ About the eighth century 
trade was principally carried on 
by means of fairs, which lafled 
feveral days. Charlemagne efta- 
blifhed many great marts of this 
fort in France, as did William the 
Conqueror, and his Norman fuc- 
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ceffors, in England. The mere 
chants who frequented thefe fairs 
in numerous caravans or compa- 
nies, employed every art to draw 
the people together. ‘Fhey were 
thereforeaccompanied by jugglers, 
minftrels, and buffoons; whowere 
no lefs interefted in giving theirat- 
tendance, andexerting all their ikill 
on thefe occafions. As now but 
few large towns exifled, no pub- 
lic {fpe€tacles or popular amufe- 
ments were eftablifhed; and as the 
fedentary pleafures of domeftic 
life and private fociety were yet 
unknown, the fair-time was the 
feafon for diverfion. In propor- 
tion as thefe fhews were attended 
and encouraged, they began to be 
fet off with new decorations and 
improvements: and the arts of 
buffoonery being rendered fill 
more attractive, by extending their 
circle of exhibition, acquired an 
importance in the eyes of the peo- 
ple. By degrees the clergy ob- 
ferving that the entertainments of 
dancing, mufic and mimicry, ex- 
hibited at thefe protracted annual 
celebrities, made the people lefs 
religious, by promoting idlenefs 
and a love of feftivity, profcrib. 
ed thefe fports, and excommuni- 
cated the performers. But find- 
ing that no regard was paid 
to their cenfures, they changed 
their plan, and determined to take 
thefe recreations into their own 
hands. They turned aétors; and 
inftead of profane mummeries, 
prefented ftories taken from le- 
gends or the Bible. This was the 
crigin of facred comedy. The 
death of Saint Catharine, a€ted by 
the monks of Saint Dennis, rival- 
led the popularity of the profefled 
players. Mufic was admitted into 
the churclies, which ferved as 
theatres for the reprefentation: of 
holy farces. The feftivals amon 

the French, called La fete de Foux, 


d P Ane, and des Tnnocens, at lengtly 
became greater favourites, as they 
certainly were more capricious 
and abfurd, than the interludes 
of the buffoons at the fairs — 
Thefe are the ideas of a judicious 
French writer now living, who 
has inveftigated the hiftory of hu- 
man marners with great compre- 
henfion and fagacity.” 

** Voltaire’s theory on this {ub- 
je& is alfo very. ingenious, and 
quite new. Religious plays, he 
fuppofes, came originally from 
Conftantinople; where the old 
Grecian ftage continued to flou- 
rifh in fome degree, and the tra- 
gedies of Sophocles and Euri- 
pides were reprefented, till the =| 
fourth century. About that pe =| 
riod, Gregory Nazianzen, an arch- 
bifhop, a poet, and one of the 
fathers of the church, banifhed 
pagan plays from the ftageat Con- 
ftantinople, and introduced fto- 
ries from the old and new Tefta- 
ment. As the ancient Greek tra- 
gedy was areligious fpectacl,a  } 
tranfition was made on the fame 
plan; and thechorufles were turn- 
ed into Chriftian hymns. Gre- 
gory wrote many facred dramas 
for this purpofe, which have not 
furvived thofe inimitable compo- 
fitions over which they triumphed 
for a time: one, however, his 
tragedy called Chrif’s Pafion, 's 
ftill extant. In the prologue it's 
faid to be an imitation) of Eu- 
ripides, and that this is the firft 
time the Virgin Mary had been 
introduced on the ftage. The 
fathion of acting fpiritual dramas, 
in which at firft a due degree of 
method and decorum was preferv- 
ed, was at length adopted from 
Conftantinople by the Italians}. 
who framed, in the depth of the 
dark ages, on this foundation, that 
barbarous fpecies of theatri 
teprefentation, called Myers 
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‘‘Onthe whole, the Myferies 
appear to have originated among 
the ecclefiaftics; and were moit 
probably firft acted with any de- 
gree of form by the monks. This 
was certainly the cafe in the Eng- 


or facred comedies, and which 
were foon after received in France. 
This opinion will acquire proba- 
bility, if we confider the early 
commercial intercourfe between 
Italy and Conftantinople: and al- 
though the Italians, at the time 
when they may be fuppofed to 
have imported plays of this na- 
ture, did not underftand the Greek 
language, yet they could under- 
ftand, and confequently could 
imitate, what they faw.” 

“ In defence of Voltaire’s hy- 
pothefis, it may be further ob- 
ferved, that The fea/? of fools and 
of the A/s, with other religious 
farces of that fort fo common in 
Europe, originatedat Conftantino- 
ple. They were inftituted, al- 
though perhaps under other names, 
in the Greek Church, about the 
year 990, by Theophylact, patri- 
arch of Conftantinople, probably 
witha better defign than is imagin- 
ed by the ecclefiaftical annalifts; 
that of weaning the minds of the 
people from the pagan ceremonies, 
by the fubftitution of chriftian 
{pectacles partaking of the fame 
{pirit of licentioufnefs.—To thofe 
who are accuftomed to contem- 
plate the great picture of human 
follies which the unpolifhed ages 
of Europe hold up to our view, it 
will not appear furprifing, that the 
people who were forbidden to read 
the events of the facred hiftory in 
the Bible, in which they were faith- 
fullyand beautifully related, fhould 
at the fame time be permitted to 
fee them reprefented on the ftage, 
difgraced with the groffeft impro- 
prieties, corrupted withinventions 
and additions of the moit ridicu- 
lous kind, fullied with impurities, 
and expreffed in the language of 
the loweft farce.” 
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lifh monafteries. _ I have already 
mentioned the play of Saint Ca- 
tharine, performed at Dunftable 
Abbey, by the novices in the 
eleventh century, under the fuper- 
intendance of Geoffrey, a Perfian 
ecclefiaftic: and the exhibition of 
the Pafion, by the mendicant fri- 
ars of Coventry and other places. 
Inftances have been given of the 
like practice among the French. 
The only perfons who could now 
read, were in the religious focie- 
ties; and various circumftances, 
peculiarly arifing from their fitu- 
ation, profeffion, and inftitution, 
enabled the monks to be the fole 
performers of thefe reprefenta- 
tions.” 

‘+ As learning increafed, and was 
more widely diffeminated from the 
monafteries, by a natural and eafy 
tranfition, the practice migrated to 
fchools and univerfities, which 
were formed on the monaftic plan, 
and in many refpeéts refembled 
the ecclefiaftical bodies.” 

Candlemas-Day, or Tht Slaughter 
of the Innocents, written by Than 
Parfre, in 1512; Mary Magdalane, 
produced in the fame year; and 
The Promifes of God, written by 
John Bale, and printed in 1538, 
are curious fpecimens of this early 
{fpecies of drama. But the mo 
ancient as well as moft complete 
collection of this kind is, The Che/- 
ter Myfteries, which were written 
by Ralph Higden, a monk of the 
Abbey of Chefter, about the year 

1328,* of which a particular ac- 
count will be found below. I am 
tempted 


* Mfs. Harl. 2014, &c. ‘ Exhibited at Chefter, in the year 1327, at the ex- 
pence of the different trading companies of that city. The Fall of Lucifer,” by 


‘The Creagion,’ by the Drapers. 


‘ The Deluge,’ by the Dyers, 
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tempted to tranfcribe a few lines  Litill chambers therein thou make, 
from the third of thefe pageants, And byndinge Mlytche alfo thou take, 


4 ‘ z Withi . 
© The Deluge,’ asa fpecimen of the ithin and without ney thou flake 


. ‘ To anoynte yt th . 
ancient Myfteries. > rough all thy might 


The firft fcenical direétion is, : 
+ Et primo in aliquo Supremo loco, N oe en Posy —— 
Jive in nubibus, fi fiert poterat, loqua- the; a > é a Japhet, and 
tur Deus ad Noe, extra archam ex- f cr aie we ese ae 
iftente cum tota familia fua.” Then “48e-Cirection: en Noewith 
the a raed mes my neh ne wae mi retin 

t s of manki i n the 
wtay : Stare. fhippe with divers inftruments, 


Man that I made I will deftroye, om after that God fhall {peake to 
Beaft, worme, and flowle to fley, oe: 


For one earth the doe me nye, Noe, take thou thy meanye, 

The folke that are herone. And in the thippe hie that ye be, 
It harmes me fore hartefully For non fo righteous man to me 
‘The malice that doth nowe multiplye, Is nowe on earth livinge. 

That fore it greeves me inwardlie Of clean beaftes with the thou take 

That ever I made man. Seven and feven, or thou flake, 
Therefore, Noe, my fervant free, He and fhe, make to make, 


That righteous man arte, as I fee, By live in that thou bring, &¢. 


A thippe foone thou thalt make thee : 
Of trees drye and lighte. ** Then Noe fhall goe into the 
arke 


« Abraham, Melchifedech, and Lot,” by the Barbers.  Mofes, Balak, and Blaam,’ 
by the Cappers. ‘ The Salutation and Nativity,” by the Wrightes. The Shep- 
herds feeding their Fiocks by Night,” by the Painters and Glaziers. ‘ The Three 
Kings,’ by the Vintners.” ¢ The Oblation of the Three Kings,’ by the Mercers. 
‘ The Killing of the Innocents,’ by the Goldfmiths. ‘¢ The Purification,” by the 
Blackfmiths. ‘ The Temptation,” by the Butchers. ¢ The Latt Supper,” by the 
Bakers. ‘ The blind Men and Lazarus,’ bythe Glovers. Jefus and the Lepers,’ 
by the Corvefarys. £ Chrift’s Paffion,’ by the Bowyers, Fletchers, and Ironmongers 
* Defcent into Hell,’ by the Cooks and Innkeepers. . * The Refurreétion,’ by the 
Skinners. ‘ The Afcenfion,’ by the Taylors. The Eleé@tion of S. Mathias, fends 
ing of the Holy Ghoft, &c.” by the Fithmongers. © Antichrift,’ by the Clothiers. 
* Day of Judgment,” by the Webfters. The reader will perhaps fmile at fome of 
thefe combinations. This isthe fubftance and order of the former part of the play» 
God enters creating the world; he breathes life into Adam, leads him into Paratile, 
and opens his fide while fleeping. Adam and Eve appear naked, and ¢ not afhamed,’ 
and the old ferpent enters lamenting his fall. He converfes with Eve. She eats of 
the forbidden fruit, and gives part to Adam. They propofe, according to the ftage 
direction, to make themfelves £ fubligacula a foliis quibus tegamus pudenda.” Cover 
their nakednefs with leaves, and converfe with God. God’scurfe. ‘The ferpent exit 
hiffing. They are driven from Paradife by four angels and the cherubim with a 
flaming fword, Adam appears digging the ground, and Eve fpinning- Their chil 
dren Cain and Abel enter: the former kills his brother. Adam’s lamentation 
Cainis banithed,” dc. Warton's Hitt, of E. P. I. 243. 

Mr. Warton obferves in a note in his firtt volume p. 180, that ¢* if it be true that 
thefe ‘ Myfteries’ were compofed in the year 1328, and there was fo much difficulty 
in obtaining the Pope's permiffion that they might be prefented in Englith, 4 Pre 
fimptive proof arifes, that all our * Myfteries’ before that p:riod were in Latin. 
Thefe plays will therefore have the merit of being the firft Englith interludes.” 

Polydore Virgil mentions, in his book ‘de Rerum Enventoribug,’ Libs ¥+ ¢ 3 
that the ‘ Myfteries’ were im his time in Englith. £ Solemus vel more prifcorum 
fpectacula edere populo, ut ludos, venationes,—-recitare comedias, item in templis 
vitas divorum ac martyria reprefantare, jn quibus, ut cunétis par fit voluptas, * qui 
recitant, vernaculam linguam tanzyum ufurpant.” The A ned books of Poly: 


dore’s work were publifhed in 1499; in Laas berework rand, he 
added five more. 995 I 1517, at which time he was in Engian® 
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arke with all his familye, his wife 
excepte. The arke muft be board- 
ed round aboute, and uppon the 
hordes all the beaftes and fowles 
hereafter rehearfed muft be paint- 
ed, that there wordes maye agree 
with the pictures.” 


Spm. Sier, here arelions, libards, in, 
Hories, mares, oxen and fwyne, 
Neates, calves, fheepe and kyne, 

Here fitten thou maye fee, &c. 


After all the beafts and fowls 
have been defcribed, Noa thus 
addrefle: his wife: 

Nog. Wife,come in, why ftandes thou 
there? 

Thou art ever froward, that dare I 
fwere, 

Come in on Godes halfe; tyme it were, 

For fear left that we drowae. 
Wire. Yea, Sir, fet up your faile, 
And rowe forth with evil haile, 
For withouten anie faile 
I wil not oute of this towne ; 

But I have my goffepes everich one, 

One foote further I will not gone: 

They fhal not drown by St. John, 

And I may fave ther life. 

They loved me full well by Chrift: 

But thou will let*them in thie chift, 

Ellis rowe forth, Noe, when thou lift, 

And get thee a newe wife. 


At length Sem and his brethren 
put her on board by force, and on 
Noah’s welcoming her, ** Wel- 
come, wife, into this boate,” fhe 
giveshima box on the ear: ad- 
ding, “‘ Take thou that for thy 
note.” 

Many licentious pleafantries, as 
Mr. Warton has obferved, were 
fometimes introduced in thefe re- 
ligious reprefentations. ‘This 
might imperciptibly lead the way 
to fubjeéts entirely profane, and 
to comedy; and perhaps earlier 
than is imagined. In a Myftery 
of The Maffacre of the Holy Innocents, 
part of the fubject of a facred dra- 
ma given by the Englith fathers 
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at the famous Council of Con- 
ftance, in the year 1417, a low 
buffoon of Herod’s court is intro- 
duced, defiring of his lord to be 
dubbed a knight, that he might be 
properly qualified to go on the ad- 
venture of killing the mothers of 
the children of Bethlehem. This 
tragical bufinefs is treated with the 
mott ridiculous levity. The good 
wonien of Bethlehem attack our 
knight-errant with their {pinning- 
wheels, break his head with their 
diftaffs, abufe him as a coward 
anda difgrace to chivalry, and 
fend him to Herod as a recreant 
champion with much ignominy. 
Tt is certain that our anceftors in- 
tended no fort of impiety by thefe 
monftrous and unnatural mix- 
tures. Neither the writers northe 
fpectators faw the impropriety, 
nor paid a feparateattention to the 
comic and the ferious part of thefe 
motley fcenes; at leaft they were 
perfuaded that the folemnity of 
the fubje& covered or excufed all 
incongruities. They had no juft 
idea of decorum, confequently but 
little fenfe of the ridiculous: what 
appears to us to be the higheft 
burlefque on them would have 
made no fort of impreflion. We 
muft not wonder at this, in an 
age when courage, devotion, and 
ignorance compofed the charac- 
ter of European manners; when 
the knight going to a tournament, 
firft invoked his God, then his 
miftrefs, and afterwards proceed- 
ed with a fafe confcience and 
great refolution to engage his an- 
tagonilt. Inthefe Myiteries I have 
fometimes feen grofs and open ob- 
fcenities. In aplay of Zhe Old 
and New Teftament, Adam and Eve 
are both exhibited on the ftage na- 
ked,* and converfing about their 
nakednefs ; 


* 4 4 * *.* . ee . . . . 
This kind of primitive exhibition was revived in the time of King James the 


Firft, feveral perfons appearing almoft entirely naked in one of the M 


» which 


Was reprefenied before him, his queen, and a Jarge affen.bly of the ladies of the 
court, Itis, if I recolleét right, defcribed by Winwood. 
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nakednefs; this very pertinently 
introduces the next fcene; in 
which they have coverings of fig- 
leaves. This extraordinary fpec- 
tacle was beheld by a numerous 
ailembly of both fexes with great 
compofure: they had the autho- 
rity of fcripture for fuch a repre- 
fentation, and they gave matters 
juft as they found them in the 
third chapter of Genefis. It would 
have been abfolute herefy to have 
departed from the facred text in 
perfonating the primitive appear- 
ances of our firft parents, whom 
the fpectators fo nearly refembled 
in fimplicity : and if this had not 
been the cafe, the dramatifts were 
ignorant what to reject and what 
to retain.” I muft not omit,” 
adds Mr. Warton, * an anecdote 
entirely new, with regard to the 
mode of playing the Myferies at 
this period, {the latter part of the 
fifteenth century,] which yet is 
perhaps of much higher antiquity. 
In the year 1487, while Henry 
the feventh kept his refidence at 
the caftle of Whinchefter, on oc- 
cafion of the birth of prince Ar- 
thur, on a Sunday, during the 
time of dinner, he was entertained 
witha religious drama called Chrifii 
defcenfus ad inferos, or Chrift’s de- 
Scent into Hell. It was reprefented 
by the Pueri Eleemofynarii, or 
choir-boys, of Hyde Abbey, and 
Saint Swithin’s priory, two large 
monafteries at Winchefter. This 
is the only proof I have ever feen 
of choir-boys acing in the old 
Myfteries: nor dol recoile& any 
other inftance ofa royal dinner, 
even on a feitival, accompanied 
with this fpecies of diverfion. 
The ftory of this interlude, in 
which the chief charaéters were 
Chrift, Adam, Eve, Abraham, 
and John the Baptift, was not un. 
common in the ancient religious 
drama, and I believe made a part 
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of what is called the Lupus Pay 
CHALIS, or Eafeer play. Tt occurs 
in the Coventry Plays a@ed og 
Corpus Chrifti day, and in the 
Whitfun-plays at Chefter, where 
it is called the Harrowing op 
Herr. The reprefentation is, 
Chrift entering hell triumphantly, 
delivering our firft parnts, and the 
moft facred charaéters of the old 
and new teftaments, from the do- 
minion of Satan, aad conveying 
them into paradife. The com. 
pofers of the Myferies did not 
think the plain and probable events 
of the new teftament fufficiently 
marvellous for an audience who 
wanted only to be furprifed. They 
frequently felected their materials 
from books which had more of 
the air of romance. The fubjeé 
of the Mfyferies jut mentioned 
was borrowed from the P/eud- 
Evangelium, or the fabulous Gofpel, 
afcribed to Nicodemus; a book, 
which together with the numerous 
apocryphal narratives, containing 
infinite innovations of the evan- 
gelical hiftory, and forged at Con- 
ftantinople by the early writers of 
the Greek church, gave birth to 
an endlefs variety of legends con- 
cerning the life of Chrift and his 
apoftles ; and which, in the bar- 
barous ages, was better eft 
than the genuine gofpel, om at 
count of its improbabilities and 
abfurdities.” 

“ But whatfoever was thefource 
of thefe exhibitions, they wer 
thought to contribute fo much to 
the information and inftruétion 
of the people on the moft import: 
ant fubjeéts of religion, that one 
of the popes granted a pardon of 
one thoufand days to every Pe 
fon who reforted peaceably to the 
plays performed in the W hitfun 
week at Chefter, beginning with 
the creation, and ending witht 


general judgment; and this indul- 


gence 
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ce was feconded by the bifhop 
of the diocefe, who granted forty 
days of pardon : the pope at the 
fame time denouncing the fentence 
of damnation on all thofe incorri- 

‘ble fnners who prefumed to dif- 
furb or interrupt the due celebra- 
tion of, thefe pious fports. It is 
certain that they had their ufe, not 
énly in teaching the great truths 
of fcripture to men who could not 
read the bible, but in abolifhing 
the barbarous attachment to mi- 
litary games, and the bloody con- 
tentions of the tournament, which 
had fo long prevailed as the fole 
fpecies of popular amufement. 
Rude and even. ridiculous as thev 
were, they foftened the manners 
of the people, by diverting the 
public attention to fpectacles in 
which the mind was concerned, 
and by creating a regard for other 
arts than thofe of bodily ftrength 
and favage valour.” 

I may add, that thefe reprefen- 
tations were fo far from being con- 
fidered as indecent or profane, that 
tven a fupreme pontiff, Pope Pius 
the Second, about the year 1416, 
compofed and caufed to be acted 
before him on Corpus Chrifti day, 
aMyftery, in which was repre- 
fented the court of the king of kea- 
Ven, 
Thefe religious dramas were 
ufually reprefented on holy fefti- 
valsin or near churches. “ In 
feveral of ourold fcriptural plays,” 
fays Mr. Warton, “ we fee fome 
of the {cenes direéted to be re- 
prefented cum cantu et organis, a 
Common rubrick in a miffel. 
That is, becaufe they were per- 
formed in a church where the 
choir affifted. There isacurious 
paflage in Lambarde’s Topogra- 
Phical Dictionary, written about 
the year 1670, much to our pur- 
pofe, which I am therefore tempt- 
td totranfcribe. ‘In the daves 
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of ceremonial religion, they ufed 
at Wytney (in Oxfordfhire) to fet 
fourthe yearly in maner of a thew 
or interlude, the refurrection of 
our Lord, &c. For the which pur- 
pofes, and the more lyvely heare- 
by to exhibite to the eye the whole 
action of the refurrection, the 
prieftes garnifhed out certain fmall 
puppettes, reprefenting the per- 
fons of Chrift, the watchman, 
Marie, and others; amongft the 
which, one bore the parte ofa 
wakinge watchman, who efpiinge 
Chrifte to arrife, made a continual 
noyce like to the found that is 
caufed by the metynge of two 
ftickes, and was therefore com- 
monly called Fack Snacker of 
Wytney. The like toye I myfelf, 
beinge then a childe, once fawe 
in Powles church, at London, at 
a feaft of Whitfuntyde; wheare 
the comynge downe of the Holy 
Ghoft was fet forthe by a white 
pigeon, that was let to fly out of a 
hole that yet isto be fene in the 
mydft of the roofe of the great ile, 
and by a longe cenfer which de- 
cendinge out of the fame place 
almoft to the verie grounde, wat 
{winged up and downe at fuch 2 
lengthe, that it reached with thone 
fwepe almoft to the weft-gate of 
the churche, and with the other 
to the quyre ftaires of the fame; 
breateinge out over the whole 
churche and companie a moft 
pleafant perfume of fuch fwete 
thinges as burned therein. With 
the like doome-fhews they ufed 
everie where to furnifh fondrye 
parts of theire church fervice, as 
by their fpeAacles of the nativitie, 
paffion, and afcenfion,” &c. 

In a preceding paflage Mr. 
Warton has mentioned that the 
finging boys of Hyde Abbey and 
St. Swithin’s Priory at Winchei- 
ter performed a Myftery before 
king Henry the Seventh in 1487; 

adding, 
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adding, that this is the only in- 
{tance he has met with of choir- 
boys performing in Myfteries ; but 
it appears from the accounts of 
various monafteries, that this was 
avery ancient practice, probably 
co-eval with the earlieft attempts 
at dramatic reprefentations. In 
the year 1378, the {cholars or 
chorifters of Saint Paul’scathedral, 
prefented a petition to king Rich- 
ard the Second, praying his Ma- 
jefty to prohibit fome ignorant 
and unexperienced perfons from 
acting the Hisrory of THE OLD 
TrEsTAMENT, to the great preju- 
dice of the clergy of the church, 
who had expended confiderable 
fums for a public prefentation of 
that play at the enfuing Chrift- 
mas. About twelve years after- 
wards, the Parifh Clerks of Lon- 
don, as Stowe informs us, per- 
formed fpiritual plays at Skinner’s 
Well for three days fucceflively, 
in the prefence of the king, queen, 
and nobles of the realm. And in 
1409, the tenth year of king Hen- 
ry IV. they aéted at Clerkenwell 
for eight days fucceflively a play, 
which ‘* was matter from the cre- 
ation of the world,” and probably 
concluded with the day of judg- 
ment, in the prefence of moft of 
the nobility and gentry of Eng- 
land.” 

Weare indebted to Mr. War- 
ton for fome curious circumftan- 
ces relative to thefe Miracle-plays, 
which *‘ appear in a roll of the 
Churchwardens of Baffingborne 
in Cambridgefhire, which is an 
accompt of the expences and re- 
ceptions for acting the play of 
Saint Georeg, at Baflingborne, 
on the feaft of Saint Margaret, in 
the year 1611. They colleéted 
upwards of four pounds in twen- 
ty-feven neighbouring  ‘parithes 
for furnifhing the play. They 
éifburfed about twopounds ia the 
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teprefentation. Thefe difburfe. 
ments are to four minftrels or 
waits, of Cambridge, for three 
days, vs. vjd. To the plavers in 
bread and ale, iijs. ijd. To the 
Sarnement-man for garnements and 
propyrts, that is, for dreffes, devo. 
rations, and implements, and for 
play-books, xxs. To John Ho. 
bart, drotherhoode-preefe, that is, a 
prieft of the guild in the church, 
for the play-book, ijs. viiid. For the 
crofte, or field in which the play 
was exhibited, js. For propyrte. 
making, or furniture, js. ivd, For 
fifh and bread, and to fetting up 
the ftages, ivd. For painting 
three fanchoms, and four tormentors, 
words which I do not underftaad, 
but perhaps fantoms and devils - - 
The reft was expended for a feaft 
on the occafion, in which are re- 
cited * Four chicken for the gen- 
tilmen, ivd.’ It appears by the 
manufcript of the Coventry plays, 
that a temporary fcaffold only was 
erected for thefe performances.” 

In the ancient religious plays, 
the Devil was very frequently in- 
troduced. He was ufually repre. 
fented with horns, a very wide 
mouth, (by means of a mafk) flar- 
ing eyes,a large nofe, a red beard, 
cloven feet, and a tail. His con- 
ftant attendant was the Vice, (the 
buffoon of the piece,) whofe prin- 
cipal employment it was to bela- 
bour the Devil with his wooden 
dagger, and to make him roar, 
for the entertainment of the po- 
pulace. 

As the Myferies or Miracle-plays, 
“‘ frequently required the into- 
duction of ‘allegorical characters, 
fuch as Sin, Death, Hope, Faith, 
or the like, and as the common 
poetry of the times, efpecially 
among the French, began to dea 
much in allegory, at length plays 
were formed entirely confilting 


fuch perfonifications. Thele wed 
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called MokArities. The Mira- 
cle-plays or MysTERiEs were to- 
tally deftitute of invention and 
plan: they tamely reprefented fto- 
ries, according to the letter of the 
fcripture, or the refpective legend. 
But the Moratities indicate 
dawaings of the .dramatic art: 
they contain fome rudiments of a 
plot, and even attempt to deli- 
neate characters, and to paint man- 
ners. From hence the gradual 
tranfition to real hiftorical perfon- 
ages was natural and obvious.” 

_ Dr. Percy, in his account of the 
Englifh Stage, has given an Ana- 
lyfis of two ancient Moralities, en- 
titled Every Man, and Lufly Fu- 
ventus, from whicha perfect no- 
tion of this kind of drama may be 
obtained. Every Man was writ- 
ten in the reign of king Henry the 
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Eighth, and Luffy Fuventus in that 
of king Edward the Sixth. As 
Doétor Percy’s curious and valu- 
able colleétion of ancient Englith 
Poetry is in the hands of ever 
fcholar, I thall content myfelf 
with merely referring to it. Many 
other Moralities are yet extant, of 
fome of which I fhall give the 
titles below. Of one, which is 
not now extant, we havea curious 
account inabook,entitled ** Mount 
Tabor, or Private Exercifes of a Pe- 
nitent Sinner, by R. W. (R. Wil- 
lis,) E/g; publifhed in the year of his 
age 75, Anno Domini, 1639;” an 
extract from which will give the 
reader a more accurate notion of 
the old Moralities than a long dif- 
fertation on the fubject. 
(Zo be continued.) 
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For the Nuew-YorK MaGazine. 
FEMALE INFLUENCE: 


Being the Subfiance of an Oration delivered at the Annual Commencement of 
Columbia College, May 6, 1795. 


EMALE influence, no doubt, 
has its origin in the inftitution 

of Infinite Wifdom: “ It is not 
pond that the man fhould be alone; 
will make him an help meet for 
him.”, The focial intercourfe be- 
tween the fexes commences very 


early in life; it increafes with ra- 


pidity as they advance towards 
maturity; aud continues undimi- 
nifhed throughout the fingle ftate. 
In its progreflive ftages the influ- 
ence of the fair Operates with 
growing efficacy, Hence, if their 
minds be duly cultivated, the 
confequences will be highly bene- 

to fociety. . ‘* To form the 


Manners of men,” fays a celebrat- 


1 preacher, ‘* various caufes con- 
tribute; but nothing, I apprehend, 
Much as the turn of the women 
with whom they converfe. Thofe 
Vou. VI. No. 5. 


who are moft converfant . with 
women of virtue and underftand- 
ing will be always found the moft 
amiable characters, other circum- 
ftances being fuppofed alike: their 
principles will have nothing feroci- 
ous or forbidding: their affections 
will be chafte and foothing at the 
fame inftant. In theircafe, the gen- 
tleman, the man of worth, the chrif- 
tian, will all melt infenfibly and 
{weetly into one another. How a- 
greeabie the compofition!”* Man, 
formed for fociety, is ever defirous 
of pleafing thofe with whom. he 
is converfant; and never. is this 
defire more manifeft, than when 
a young man affociates with the 
young of the other fex. . So cir4 
cumftanced, he will conftantly en- 
deavour to be and to do whatever 
he fees moft acceptable to his ac 

EF quaintanc- 


* Dr. Fordyce. 
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quaintances of that fex. If he 
obferves them to turn with difguft 
from the itrained language of adu- 
lation, to difcountenance every 
{peciesof light and filly behaviour, 
and decidedly to prefer a manly 
deportment to the apifh grtmaces 
of afop; if he perceives that the 
moft diftant appearance of vice 
and loofe principles would render 
him peculiarly difagreeable to 
them, he will from that moment 
earneftly aim at fuch.a manner of 
life, as he has every reafon to be- 
lieve they will approve. His, af- 
fiduous endeavours will quickly 
form fettled habits, and his charac- 
ter, due allowance being made for 
the difference of fex, will finally 
be affimilated to theirs. Thus he 
willarrive at that real merit which 
always commands the refpeét, and 
thatamiablenefs of manners which 
enfures the efteem.of the valuable 
part of both fexes. 

This general intercourfe is fuc- 
ceeded by one more particular, 
fubfifting between perfons eauti- 
oufly fele&ted, whofe charaéters 
have been more clearly afcertain- 
ed; andin fuch fmall circles are 
commonly found the candidates 
for a young lady’s hand in matri- 
mony. Her future happinefs, it 
may be forthe term of a longlife, 
being then in agitation, will not 
her moft vigilant prudence be.ex- 
cited; and will fhe not a@ moft 
circumfpeétly in the difcrimina- 
tion and eftimation of characters ? 
For it is prefumed no man will be 
permitted to enjoy the privilege of 
intimacy, whofe charaéter would 
appear to difqualify him for be- 
coming her hufband.- If this be 
the cafe, the pretenfions of liber- 
tines and coxcombs are at once 
defeated; and, while they merit 
thefe difgraceful appellations, they 
fuffer a penal exclufion from the 


fweeteft. pleafures of fociety— 


Hence, if vice and diffipat} 
not too deeply rooted ; tf theyte 
not entirely deaf to the calls of 
honour and of generous pleafure: 
they will zealoufly endeavour to 
reform their lives, and improve 
their underftandings, that ,t 
may have fome chance of obtain- 
ing female approbation. Theef. 
fects refulting from this condué 
of the ladies mutt be efpecially bee 
neficial to the younger part of our 
fex, whofe characters are not yet 
formed ; whofe minds are in fome 
meafure a blank, on which the fa- 
lutary influence of the fair may 
make the moft confpicuous im- 
preflion. The pofleffion of real 
merit being the fole terms of ad- 
miffion into female fociety, every 
one will ardently ftrive to a& and 
converfe rationally, and to regu- 
late his behaviour by the ftridtet 
rules of virtue; and this not more 
from a fenie of the improvement 
and pleafure to be derived from 
female converfation, than from 
the defire of recommending him- 
felf to fome accomplithed fair one 
for life. Let young men be con- 
vinced, that virtue and under- 
ftanding are chiefly prized by the 
fair fex, that alone will be a fuffi- 
cient incitement to them to feek 
for thefe endowments, and upon 
thefe only will they value them- 
felves. 

I might here fpeak of the mo- 


‘tives which the ladies may have fo 


purfue this line of condué, arifing 
from their own individual interefts. 
I might argue that their fatisfac- 
tion, their improvement, their dig- 
nity, their fafety, their reputation, 
all call loudly for fuch a conduct: 
That the world is always cenfori- 


‘ous; and never are the fhafts of 


malevolence fent abroad with 

greater alacrity than when @ fe- 

male is to be the victim, and pat- 

ticularly when the company = 
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“ fhe at any time aflociates 
-_ in the fivallet degree to 
juftify reprehenfion. But rr 
meto wave thefe arguments, as 
confider the ladies not as beings 
whofe happinefs centers folely in 
themfelves, whofe motives of ac- 
tion flow from felffhnefs and a 
fenfe of private emolument; but 
in the more dignified character of 
patriotsand philanthropifts, w hofe 
ambition it is to undertake any 
thing, to accomplifh any thing, 
which they are convinced is con- 
ducive to the glory of their coun- 
try, and the happinefs of the hu- 
man race. 

The focial intercourfe with the 
fair fex, whether general or parti- 
cular, is defired by the hopeful 
partof ours, from the moft power- 
ful incentives; incentives, found- 
ed equally inreafon andin nature, 
When either bufinefs c> ftudy 
neceflarily gives way to relaxation, 
how pleafurable, how profitable 
is ittoftep into the polite draw- 
ing-room, or the happier domef- 
ticated parlour, where the conver- 
fation of an.accomplithed fair cir- 
cle equally delights and improves; 
where native innocence prompts 
the cheering fmile; where wit 
without a fting, without a ftain, 
flows artlefs along, or fimple 
heart-moving melody pours forth 
enchanting ftrains; where the 
heaven-born virtues reign, the 
mental graces diffufe benignity and 
joy around, and allthe little diftinc- 
Hons of perfonal attraction are loft 
i the more unfading beauties of 
thefoul? Can we doubt of the 
beneficial influence of fuch inter- 
Courfeé upon the manners of the 
men? Who that is not irrecover- 
ably funk in profligacy, who that 
Pofleffes the leaft {park of ingenu- 
oufnefs of feeling, or of tafte, can 


enjoy {uch fociety, without being 


‘minently benefited, without be- 
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ars 
ing ftrongly incited to the culti- 
vation of his intellectual powers, 
and biaffed in favour of a virtuous 
and rational deportment fn life? 
A well informed mind, a gentle, 
modeft difpofition, an uniform 
rectitude of conduét, and an un- 
affected goodnefs of heart, united 
in the fair, muft be perfe€tly ir- 
refiftible. They muft effectually 
tend to humanize,. purify, and 
ennoble the mind of man; to give 
it an energy, elafticity, and vis 
gour, adequate to the moft digni+ 
fied undertaking. “* Werevirtue,” 
faidan ancient philofopher, * to 
put on a vifible fhape, and appear 
amongitt men, what ardent defires 
would fhe enkindle?” But furely 
fhe does put on the moft charm- 
ing of all vifible fhapes, when the 
looks, the words, the aétions of 
a lovely intelligent woman, are ha- 
bitually exerted in hercaufe. Then 
operates the combined, charm ; 
then is difplayed the captivating 
influence which never fails of dii- 
engaging the men from every de- 
bafin s every deftructive purfuit, 
and o7%4\ving them to be honour- 
ableand ufeful members of fociety. 

But there is one period in which 
the fair are poffeffed of power lite- 
rally unlimited. _ Love and court- 
fhip, it is univerfally allowed, in- 
vett a lady with more authority 
than in any other fituation falls to 
the lot of human beings. She can 
mould the tafte, the manners, and 
the conduét of her admirers, ac¢ 
cording to her pleafure. She can, 
even to a great degree, change 
their tempersand difpofitions, and 
fuperinduce habits entirely new. 
She can influence them to a facred 
regard for truth, honour, candour, 
and a manly fincerity in their in- 
tercourfe with her fex. She canin- 
{pire them withthe love, and in- 
vite them to the practice of every 


excellence. In fine, fhe can eX 
alt 
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ak them from mediocrity to the 
moft diftinguifhed rank in worth 
and vigtue. Who has not heard 
of the nobleft deeds atchieved, 
the moft fhining charaéters formed, 
the moft brilliant reputation ac- 
quired, by means of a virtuous 
attachment to a woman of merit? 
What paffion has ever wrought 
fuch wonders as that of love? 
** Honourable love,” fays the ex- 
cellent preacherabove-mentioned, 
** that great prefervative of purity ; 
that powerful foftener of the fierceft 
{fpirit; that mighty improver of 
the rudeft carriage; that all fub- 
duing, yet all exalting principle 
of the human breaft; which hum- 
bles the proud, and bends the ftub- 
born, yet fills with lofty concep- 
tions, and animates with a forti- 
tude that nothing can conquer ! 
What fhall I fay more? which 
converts the favage into a man, 
and lifts the man intoa hero!” By 
the judicious management of this 
noble paffion, a paffion with which 
the truly acecomplifhed of the fair 
fex never fail of infpiring 4’: men, 
what almoft miraculous reforma- 
tion may be brought about? In 
this, the beneficial power of the 
fex exceeds conception. | 
Let us now obferve the lovely 
object moving in a higher {phere: 
Jet us confider her in the relation 
of awife. In this fituation, her 
influence, far from fuffering di- 
minution, is in many refpeéts en- 
larged. On her the hufband’s for- 
tune in a great meafure depends; 
by her his fate is determined. As 
treafurer of his family; her ceco- 
nomy makes his income doubly 
productive. From the continued 
practice of frugality, fle enjoys 
the heavenly delights arifing from 
benevolence and charity, gene- 
soufly diftributing part of her pru- 
dent favings among the children 
of indigence. And who, let me 
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afk, can be a conftant witnefs of 
fuch difplays of the f{pirit of chrif- 
tlanity, without becoming a better 
man? Her gentle manners alle. 
viate her hufband’s cares, footh to 
peace his anxious mind, and blunt 
the ftings of misfortune to which 
frail mortality is neceffarily ex. 
pofzd. By the fympathetic effu- 
fions of a feeling heart, by the 
{weet accents flowing from a per- 
fuafive tongue, fhe reftrains his 
imperious paffions, and obliterates 
every gloomy, doleful impreffion. 
It refts with her, not only to con- 
firm thofe virtuous habits which he 
has already acquired, but alfo to 
excite his perfeverance in the paths 
of reétitude. By continually at- 
tracting him towards home, fhe 
prevents many of the greateft evils 
that befall mankind. Let aman 
difcern that his own houfe contains 
not only his moft faithful friend, 
but likewife a moft agreeable‘and 
rational companion, and he will 
never unneceflarily leave that feat 
of felicity, or when obliged toleave 
it will haften his return. This 
domeftic propenfity will ferve as 
a never-failing antidote againtt 
the moft dangerous temptations 
tovice. Rarely do we fee, in the 
married ftate, a man whofe affec- 
tions tend remarkably towards 
home, who is not at the fame time 
poffeffed of a large portion of hap- 
pinefs and virtue. Rarely do we 
fee a family reduced to mifery and 
ruin, whofe misfortunes have not 
originated from the hufband’s in- 
clination to roving, and averfion 
to home. 

The cares, the fludies, the de- 
fires of a virtuous woman 2re all 
undoubtedly concentered in her 
hufband, and her attention oo 
eminently engaged by her family 
affairs. Yet by this very circv™ 
ftance’ is her influence ‘greatly 
heightened and extended. Alt her 
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words and actions, fanétioned by 
reafon, appear te the world fo dif- 
intetefted; ‘their propriety fo de 
monftrable, from the fituation of 
herown family, that fhe is regard- 
ad as a condvating angel by all 
groutid Ker. The younger part of 
her fee refpedtfaily: inode] their 
chata@ters by her’s.. Fhey are free 
or referved, mirthful ‘or ferious, 
according to the differentmodes of 
demeanour odferved in her. From 
her example they foon lear to'love 
and practife the duties of domeftic 
life: Inher prefence levity gives 
place to reafon, affectation to na- 
ture. Senfible that the converfa- 
tion of facha woman mofteffectu- 
ally conduces to polifhed manners 
anda refined tafte, the thoughtful 
and'worthy- part of our fex are 
ever folicitous to be acmitted to 
the!privilese of her acquaintance, 
aid both fexes are defirous fre- 
vently to join her domettic circle 
from views of rational entertain- 
ment, of improving and embellifh- 
ing their minds. For “ fhe'open- 
éth her mouth with wifdom, and 
in hertongue is the law of kind- 
nef.” Elappy is the man who 
hath made her his wife; happy the 
child that car¥ call her mother.” 
But let us contenrplate'the ami- 
able woman fhining with more 
brilliant luftre inthe exalted fitua- 
tion of a mother! Here, the ideas 
oftendernefs, of mavnanimity, of 
every thinginterefting to the focial 
and the civii ftate, crowd together 
upon the aftonithed mind. . The 
concerns of thoufands yet unbern, 
their temporal, even their eternal 
interefts, are to a great degree de- 
pendant upon the conduct of a 
mother, 11 proportion as fhe is 
Worthy or unworthy, will thofe 
take a happy or an unhappy direc- 
tion. ; 
That the education of children 
an affair of infinite importance, 
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is beyond difpute: It is confirm~- 
ed by the univerial opinions and 
conduét of men, as fet. forth in 
the page of biitory. » Numerous 
inftances: might be adduced to 
prove, that the nobleft: charace 
ters' which have at various times 
adorned theannals of the world, 
have béen. zealoufiy employed in 
modelling the minds aid manners 
of their offspring. Can either fex 
produce perfons fo far funk:in the 
vortex of diffipation, - fo wretch- 
edly under the’ power of ‘igno- 
rance, fo regardlefs even. of ‘the 
voice of compafiion, as toeficem 
the cultivation of their children’s 
minds an object beneath -thetr 
notice? If fuch perfons exift, may 
we not juftly exclaim, Alts ! -how 
low are they fallen, how degraded 
aré they in the fcale of intelligen= 
ces! Far from entertuiimng fuch 
difgraceful fentiments, the werthy 
matron accounts the education of 
her children her greateft: glory, 
her moft fubftantial bappinefs. 
In the performance of this moft 
important of all duties, how does 
fhe thine with angelic luftre? How 
ftriking the difi*-ence between 
this admirable being, and ! 
But fuppreffed be the rifing in- 
dignant thought; ‘ namelefs, in 
dark oblivion dwell’ the charac- 
ter which naturally occurs asa 
contraft! Let us then figure to 
ourfelves the accomplifhed wo- 
man, furrounded by a. fprightly 
band, from the babe that imbibes 
the tiutritive fluid, tothe generous 
youth jaft ripening ‘into man- 
hood, and the lovely: virgin, bledt 
with a miniature of maternal-ex- 
cellénce.. Let us contempiate the 
mother | diftributing the mental 
nourifhment to the fond fmiling 
circle, by means proportionate 
to their. different powers of re- 
ception, watching | the gradual 
openings of their minds, and ftu- 
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dying their various turns of tem- 

:—See, under her cultivating 
hand, reafon affuming the reins 
of government, and knowledge 
increafing gradually to her belov- 
ed pupils. The buds of intelli- 
gence begin to fhoot in one; in 
another, they expand; in a third, 
they are in full blofiam. She en- 
courages, fhe manages, fhechecks; 
conduéting by eafy gradations the 
growing faculties of the foul, to 
heaven and eternity. Religion, 
faireft offspring of the tkies, {miles 
aufpicious on her endeavours; 
the Genius of Liberty hovers tri- 
umphant over the glorious fcene; 
Fame, with her golden trump, 
fpreads wide the well-earned ho- 
nours of the fair, “ {weet to the 
world and grateful to the fkies:” 
a never-failing ftream of gratitude 
and love flows from the full 
hearts of her children: genera- 
tions yet unborn fhall rife up and 
call her blefied. 

Tris well known, that among 
the Romans, the men were fre- 
quently trained to the greateft and 
moft heroic actions, by the cares 
and managemei* of the matrons. 
It would be needlefs to fingle out 
from among the number, Corne- 
lia, to whom the eloquent, the 
brave, the patriotic Gracchi were 
indebted for their glory. To this 
remarkable tare of the Roman 
mothers, we are doubtlefs to attri- 
bute the many illuftrious ¢harae- 
ters, which at various times en- 
nobled and fupported that wen- 
derful republic. Were biogra- 
phers more 4 1g to invefti- 
gate and difcloie the fprings of 
action in thofe of whom thev 
treat; were they to point out the 
more remote caufes of thofe great 
incidents of every kind, with ac. 
counts of which their writings a- 
bound; we fhould, I truft, find 
sumerous inftances in modern 


times alfo, of the benefc; 
fects of maternal oducaiee 
wherefore not? Who has fuch 
orpeninn of exciting the f. 
culties of youth, of giving an ear, 
ly biafs to the tender mind, asa 
mother? Who is able to do this 
fo effectually, and at the fametime 
fo agreeably, as a fenfible, virty. 
ous woman? Who has fuch ideas 
of the meft genuine, unfophifi. 
cated honour? Wha is 

of fo much delicacy, modefty, ele. 
gance of wit, and true politenefs} 
Above all, Where is there to be 
found fuch a fenfe of religion as 
generally diftinguifhes the female 
fex? Thefe great endowments be. 
ing poffeffed by the women, what 
can equal the cultivating hand of 
a mother, in laying a foundation 
in the mind of a youth, whereon 
to raife the nobleft fuperftructure? 
in imprefling habits that will si. 
pen inte excellence; that willin- 
{pire him when grown up with 
magnanimity, and enable him to 
acquire true renown; that will 
condué& him invariably in the 
paths of undifguifed honour, of 
truth, of virtue and religion; that 
will make him the ftay and fup- 
port of his aged parents, the boaft 
of his country, and the glory of 
humanity ? 

But the education of fons, how: 
ever important, conftitutes but 
part of the benefit accruing to fo- 
ciety from a worthy mother: that 
of daughters is of ftill greater mo- 
ment. In this cafe, her utm 
exertions are indifpenfibly necel- 
fary, and when properly and fea 
fonably conduéted, never fail of 
proving effectual. The educt- 
tion of daughters is the prevince, 
I had almoft {aid of the mother 
alone. She can embellith and ¢n- 
rich their minds with a thou 
elegancies, and in athoufand ways 
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fenfe and accomplifhments could 
ever fuggeft. By a proper atten- 
tion to this prevince, fhe not only 
diffufes more widely her benign 
influence over the préefent gene- 
ration, but alfo to future ages; 

whilft in every fucceeding period, 

+ will increafe in a rapid progref- 
fion. Her precepts and her ex- 
ample inftruct the rifing fair; am- 
bition, and an innate fenfe of pro- 
priety, prompt them to fellow her 
footfteps, and to imitate her blef- 
fed charaéter in the various grades 
of virgin, wife,and mother. Their 
fimilar exertions are produétive of 
more extenfive effects upon their 
more numerous fueceffors. So 
that it is impoffible to enumerate 
the bleflings arifing to the com- 
munity from the cultivating care 
of one intelligent virtuous wo- 
man; and we are loft in attempt- 
ing to calculate the extent of her 
influence, Thrice happy woman ! 
How much fuperior is the fatif- 
fa&tion you muft feel, to the de- 
ceitful pleafures attendant upon 
levity and vanity, wealth and ele- 
vated rank? What are all the al- 
lurements of high founding titles, 
all the giddy whirl of diffipation, 
compared with your enjoyments? 
Where is the boafted hero, anci- 
tntor modern, who will ftanda 
competition with you? As eafily 
may a glimmering taper rival the 
meridian fplendour of yon king 
ofday. ‘Thrice happy man! on 
whom Heaven has beftowed for 
life the obje&t of your maternal 
folicitude! Happy if he is pof- 
feffed of fenfe to value fucha prize. 
Man’s felicity is never perfe& 
here below ; but, without doubt, 
this favoured hufband may expect 
alarge portion. It has been faid, 
that if a man hefitates concernin 

the ‘merits of his favourite fair 
one; if he finds any difficulty in 
wuly eftimating her mental en- 
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dowments, a knowledge of her 
mother’s charaéter will, generally 
fpeaking, enable him to decide. 
And this, if we may be permitted 
to judge, appears to be juft. For 
here, ifany where, the words of 
the Britifh poet hold good: 
¢ Tis Education forms the common mind, 
‘Juft as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclin’ds’ 
Thus it has been attempted to 
fhew, that the fair fex give a de- 
cifive bent to the manners and 
morals of men. And for the truth 
of this we appeal to the hiftory of 
all nations; we appeal to the expe- 
rience of all ages; weappealto rea- 
fon itfelf. Reafon fays it cannot 
be otherwife. In what an exalted 
rank in the fcale of exiftence has 
the God of nature placed the love- 
ly fex? How important their con- 
dué towards promoting the dig- 
nity and happinefs of man? What 
a {pring is this to the nobleft am- 
bition that canever fire the breafts 
of mortals? An ambition founded 
in the broad eternal bafis of vir- 
tue? Yes, ye fair, the reforma- 
tion of a world is in your power. 
By employing thofe faculties with 
which a good providence has en- 
dowed you, you may be the in- 
ftruments of ineftimable bleffings 
to fociety even ata very early age; 
by exerting your aufpicious influ- 
ence over your fex, you may, in 
a great meafure, banifh vice and 
folly from the earth. I do noi, it 
is true, addrefs thofe brain-born 
children. of perfection, whofe 
names embellifh the volumes of 
romance, and who are indebted 
for their exiftence to a few bright 
imaginations. No; I fpeak of, I 
{peak to, women; creatures not 
free from faultsand imperfections: 
yet of thefe I contend, that all 
who have had a moderate educa- 
tion, if unperverted, poffefs that 
iufluence ina great degree; that 
in the various relations in which 
they 
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they fland, they may; by fpirited 
endeavours, contribute much to 
the formation and eitablifhment of 
a virtuous deportment in our fex, 
the want of which fhamefully de- 
grades us, and produces un{peak- 
able injuries to fociety.. Were 
every tenfible woman fteadily to 
point her. exertions to the ac- 
complifhment of this. great end, 
what a remarkable change would 
men and manners quickly fuftain? 
Prophanity, libertinifm, gaming, 
prodigality, and a long train of 
crimes and follies which vilify the 
manly character, would fall into 
difrepute, and foon be configned 
over to merited contempt and odi- 
um. They would more effe@ually 
fink under thie united efforts of the 
femaie fex, than ever they were 
known todo under the operation 
of the beft laws and fageft max- 
ims produced by the colleéted 
wifdom of the world. Virtue and 
vice, wifdom and folly, are ap- 
parently dependent, under provi- 
dence, upon the female file; and 
never does the female ‘fmile dif- 
fufe fuchi acaptivating charin, ne- 
ver does it ftrike with fuch irre- 
fiftible power, as when it, beams 
with a portion of the divine efful- 
sevice on the fide of reafon and re- 
ligion. By its influence on our 
hearts, we are infpired ‘with the 


“nobleit fentiments; the faculties 


of the foul become vigorous and 
active; and we prefs forward with 
ardour to the acquifition of every 
thing great and excellent. ’ 

Retiect on the refult of your ef- 
forts. Contemplate the tifing glo- 
rv of confederated America. Con- 
fider that your exertions can beft 
fecure, increafe, and. perpetuate 
it. The folidity and ftability of 
the liberties of your country reft 
with you; fince Liberty is never 
fure, tll Virtue reigns triumphant. 
Your country therefore demands, 


Femaie Influence, 


the felicity of unborn myriads de: 
mands, that vou exercife alj your 
power and influence in this caufe, 
Nor fhall thefe demands be made 
in vain. Already may we fee the 
lovely daughters of Columbiaaf- 
ierting the importance and the 
honour of their fex. “ Let ys 
not,” fay they, ‘ let us not paf. 
fively rett fatisfied with the efteem 
even of the worthy, fince it is ac: 
tive virtue alone, that can produce 
real glory to ourfelves and ufeful- 
nefs to our fellow-creatures. Let 
us afliduoufly employ our influ. 
ence over the men, in promoting 
their happinefs and the bett inte- 
refts of fociety. Let us exert our 
combined efforts, to reftore the 
dignity of human nature, which 
has been infamoufly violated, and 
whicha torrent of folly and wick- 
ednefs threatens totally to deftroy.” 

Begin then, ye fair! your efforts 
are now feafonable. Many virtues 
are yet confpicuous in our coun- 
try.. The refinements of fathion 
have not yet filenced the voice of 
reafon, nor banifhed the veftiges 
of nature. . But the tempeft is ga- 
thering.. The deluge of vice and 
luxury, which has well nigh over- 
whelmed Europe, .is pouring i 
upon us through different chan- 
nels.. How honourable would it 
be for you to ftop its progrefs, to 


fave, te, aggrandize your country! 


Already.we behold it an afylumfor 
the opprefled of every nation; 
Whether they have been driven 
from their native lands by.the-ty- 
ranny: of one, of the few, or of 
the many, amongft us they find a 
peaceful. and happy retreat. 

refts with you to.make this retreat 
doubly peaceful, doubly .bappy 
by banifhing from it thofe crimes 
and corruptions, which havenevet 
yet failed of giving rifeto tyranoys 
or anarchy. While youthus keep 


our country virtuons, you ya A 
tai 
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tain its independence and enfure 
its profperity. Let the brilliancy 
of the undertaking animaté your 
fortitude: Let the bleffings to be 
derived from its profecution in- 
fame your ardour. Let the con- 
{cious pleafures arifing from fuch 
acondu& prompt you to affiduity 
and conftancy in yourendeavours. 
livthe midft of fuch occupations 
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and fucceffes, you will enjoy a hap- 
pinefs unalloyed and unalterable ; 
a happinefs which will not expire 
with your fairearthly forms; which 
will pafs the narrow boundaries of 
time and fenfe, and accompany 
you when fifter fpirits fhall hail 
you partakers of a GLoRIoUs IM- 
MORTALITY. 





THE HISTORY OF APHERIDON AND ASTARTE. 


[From Montefquieu's Perfian Letters. ] 


¥ WAS born among the Gue- 

bres,* of a religion which is, 
perhaps, the moft ancient in the 
world, I was fo unhappy, that 
lovecame to me beforereafon. I 
was fcarce fix years of age when 
I could not live without my fifter: 
my eyes were always fixed on her; 
and if fhe left me but a moment, 
the found them atherreturn bathed 
in tears: every day did not add 


| more tomy age than to my love. 


My father, aftonifhed at fo ftrong 
afympathy, wifhed indeed to mar- 
ty us. together, according to the 
ancient cuftom of the Guebres, 
introduced by Cambyfes; but the 
fear of the Mahometans, whofe 
yoke we live under, reftrains thofe 
of our nation from thinking of 
fuch holy alliances, which our re- 
ligion rather commands than for- 
bids, aad which refemble fo much 
the natural union conftituted by 
nature. My father, feeing it would 
be dangerous to follow his incli- 
hationand mine, determined to ex- 
tinguifh a flame which he thought 
initsinfancy, but which was at its 
height; he pretended to make 
avoyage, and took me with him, 
leaving my fifter in the hands of 
one of his relations, for my mother 
been dead two years. I will 

hot tell you what my defpair was 
Vor. VI. No. s. G 

* A feét of fire.worthippers among 


at this feparation: I embraced my 
fifter, all bathed in tears, but I 
fhed none; for grief had rendered 
me infenfible. We arrived at Tef- 
fis, and my father, having in- 
trufted my education to one of oui 
relations, left me there, and re- 
turned home. Some time after, L 
learned, that, by the intereft of 
one of his friends, he had got my 
fifter into the king’s feraglio, where 
fhe attended afultana. If I had 
been infotmed of ‘her death, I 
could not have been more affect- 
ed; for, befides that [ had no hopes 
of feeing her again, her entering 
into the feraglio had made her a 
Mahometan; and fhe could no 
more, according to the prejudice 
of that religion, regard me but 
with horror. However, not be- 
ing able to live longer at Tefs 
flis, weary of myfelf and of life, 
I returned to Ifpahan. My firft 
words to my father were bitter; 
I reproached him with having 
put his daughter in a place, into 
which none can enter without 
changing their religion. You 
have brought upon your family, 
faid I to him, the wrath of hea- 
ven, and of the fun that lights 
you: you have done worfe than 
if you had fullied. the elements, 
fince you have defiled the foul of 

your 


the Perfians. The curious reader naay fc a 


account of them in Prideayx’s Conneétion, and Calmet’s Dictionary. 
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your daughter, which is not lefs 
pure: I fhall dieof griefand love: 
but may death be the only punith- 
ment that God may make you feel! 
At thefe words I went out; and, 
during two years, I paft my life 
in looking at the walls of the fe- 
raglio, and confidering the part 
where my fifter might be; expofing 
myfelf a thoufand times every day 
to be killed by the eunuchs, who 
keep their round aboutthefe dread- 
fulapartments. At laft my father 
died; and the fultana, whom my 
fifter waited on, obferving her 
beauty increafed every day, be- 
came’ jealous of her, and mar- 
ried her to an eunuch, who paf- 
fionately wifhed for her. © By this 
means my fifter left the feraglio, 
and took with her eunuchan houfe 
at‘Iipahan. I was above three 
months without an opportunity of 
{peaking to her; the eunuch, the 
mioft jealous of men, always put- 
ting me off with frivolous excu- 
fes. At lait I entered this feraglio, 
and was obliyed to talk through a 
tatticed window. The eyes of a 
lynx could not have difcovered 
her, fo hid was fhe with her drefs 
and veils; and I only knew. her 
by her voice. What was my emo+ 
tion when I faw myfelf fo near 
her, and. fo far from her! Tre- 
ftrained myfelf, for I was obferved. 
Asto her, it feemed to methat fhe 
fhed fome tears. Her hufband 
offered to make fome trifling ex- 
cufes, but I treated him as the 
moft contemptible of flaves. He 
was quite confounded; when he 
found Ltalked to my fitter in a lan- 
guage unknown to him: this was 
the ancient Perfic, which is our fa- 
credlanguage. What, my fifter,faid 
I, is it truethat you have renounc- 
ed the religion of your fathers > 
I know that on entering the feraglio 
you mutt have made profeffion of 
Mahometaniim; but tell me, hath 
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your heart. confented like your 
mouth, to quit the religion which 
permits me to love you?» And for 
whom have you quittéd that-re. 
ligion which ought to befo dear 
tous? Fora wretch yet marked 
with the chains he wore; who, if 
he was a man, would be the laf 
of mankind. My brother, faid 
fhe, this man of whom you dpeak 
is my hufband: 1 muft honour 
him, all unworthy as he appears 
to you; and I fhould alfo bethelatt 
of women, if Ak, my fifter! 
interrupted I, you are 4 Guebre; 
he is not your hufband,. nor can 
he be; if you was a believer, like 
your forefathers, you could not 
but regard him as a monfter. 
Alas, faid fhe, at what a diftance 
does that religion thew itfelf to 
me! Scaree had I known its pre- 
cepts, when I was obliged to te- 
nouwnce it. You muftobferve, that 
the language I fpeak is not very 
familiar to me, and that I take the 
utmoft pains to exprefs myfelf: 
but be affured, that the remem- 
brance of our childhood always 
gives me pleafure ; but, fince that 
time, I have known only falfe joys ; 
that there hath not pafled a day of 
my lifein which I have not thought 
of you; that you havea greater 
fhare in my marriage than you can 
believe; and that it had not been 
concluded but from a hopeof fee- 
ing you again. But this day, 
which hath coft me fo much, will 
yet coft me more! I fee you are 
quite befide yourfelf ; my hufband 
foams with rage and jealoufy: 

fall fee you no more; 1, without 
doubt, {peak to you for the laft 
time of my life: if fo, ™y brother, 
it will not be long. At thefe 
words fhe wept ; and finding i.e 
felf incapable of talking, fhe le 

me, the moft difconfolate of 4 

men. Three or four days ater, 


I fifter ; the 
defired to fee my Saat 
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tarbarons eunuch would indeed 
have hindered me; but, befides 
dhitthefe’kind of hufbands have 
not the ‘fame authority over their 
wivesas others, he loved my fifter 
fo paffionately , that he knew not 
now to refufe her any thing. I 
faw her again inthe fame place, 
and with the fame veils, attend- 
ed by two flaves, which made me 
save recourfe to our own lan- 
guage. My fifter, faid 1, how 
comes it that I cannot’ fee you, 
without finding myfelf in this ter- 
rible fituation? Thefe wallswhich 
keep you fhut up, thefe bolts and 
iton grates, thefe miferable at- 
tendants who'watch you, put me 
in a rage. How have you loft 
that fweet liberty which your an- 
céftors enjoyed! Your mother, 
who was fo chafte, did not give 
herfelf to her hufband to guard 
her virtue, but her virtue itfelf 
was her guard: they both lived 
happy together in mutual confi- 
dence; and the fimplicity of their 
manners was to them atreafure a 
thoufand times more precious than 
that falfe {plendor which you feem 
to enjoy in this fumptuous houfe. 
Inlofing your religion, you have 
loft your liberty, your happinefs, 
andthat precious equality which 
conftitutes the honour of your fex. 
But what is yet worfe, is, that you 
are not the wife, for that you can- 
not be, but a flave to a flave; who 
hath been degtaded of manhood. 
Ah, my brother! faid fhe, refpeét 
my hufband, refpeét the religion 
have embraced; according to 
which religion I cannot hear ysu, 
nor fpeak to you without guilt. 
What, my fifter! cried I, quite in 
a tranfport, do you then believe 
this religion to be true? Ah, faid 
fhe, how well would it be for me 
if it was not! I have made too 
great a facrifice to it, not to believe 
init; and, if my doubts—aAt thefe 
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words fhe was filent. Yes, your 
doubts, my fifter, are well found- 
ed, whatever they are. What can 
you expe from a religion which 
renders you unhappy here in this 
world, and leaves you no ‘hope of 
another? Confider, our religion 
is the moft ancient in the whole 
world; that it hathalways flourifh- 
ed in Perfia, and hath no other 
origin but with thatempire, whofe 
beginning is not known; it was 
nothing but chance which intro- 
duced Mahometanifm there; that 
fect was eftablifhed there, not by 
the power of perfuafion, but by 
that of conqueft. If our natural 
princes had not been weak, you 
would have feen the worfhip of the 
ancient Magi flourifhing vet. Re- 
view thofe ages which are’ paffed; 
every thing informs you of ‘Ma- 
gifm, and nothing of the Maho- 
metan fect; which, many thou- 
fand of years'after, was but then 
in its infancy. But, faid ‘fhe, 
though my religion fhould be of 
a more modern date than your’s; 
it is at leaft more pure,’ fince it 
adores none but God; whereas 
vou alfo adore the fun, the ftars, 
fire, and even the elements. I fee, 
my fifter, that you have learned 
among the Muffulmans to calum- 
niate our holy religion. We wor- 
fhip neither the ftars nor the ele- 
ments, and our fathers never wor- 
fhipped them: they nevér raifed 
temples to them, they never of- 
fered facrifices to them. They 
only paid them a religious worfhip 
of an inferiorkind, as to the works 
and manifeftations of the divinity. 
But, my fifter, in the name of him 
who enlightens us, receive this fa~ 
cred book which I have brought 
you; itis a book of our legifator 
Zoroafter; perufe it without pre- 
judice; receive in your heart the 
rays of light, which will enlighten 
you as you read it; remember 
your 
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your fatheis, who for fo longa 
time honoured the fun in the city 
of the Holy Balk; and lafily, do 
thou remember me, who hope 
neither for eafe, happinefs, nor 
life, but from your change. There, 
quite tranfported, I quitted her, 
and lefther alone to determine the 
moft important affair that I could 
have in my life. I came there 
again two days after; I faid no- 
thing to her, waiting with filence 
the fentence of my life, or of my 
death, Thou art beloved, my 
brother, faid fhe to me, and by a 
Guebre. I have ftraggied a long 
time; but, gods! what difficulties 
duth love remove! How relieved 
am I! I fear nothing now but 
loving you too much; I can fix 
no bounds to my love; but the 
excefs is lawful. Ah, how weil 
does this fuit the ftateof my heart! 
But you, who have known how to 
break the chains which my mind 
itfelf bad forged, how will you 
break thofe that tie my hands? 
From this moment I give myielf 
to thee; fhow, by the readineis 
with which you receive me, how 
dear this prefent is to you. My 
brother, the firft time that I em- 
brace you, I believe I fhall die in 
yourarms. I can never fully ex- 
preis the joy I felt at thefe words: 
I did believe, and a€tually faw my- 
felf, in a moment, the moft happy 
of all mankind: I faw all the 
wifhes which I had been five and 
twenty years of my life in form- 
ing, nearly accomplifhed, and all 
thofegineafineffes vanifhed, which 
had fendered my life fo burthen- 
fome. But when I hada little en- 
joyed thefe delightful thoughts, 
i found that I was not fo near my 
happinefs as I had fo haftily imz- 
yan within mytelf, though I had 
urmounted the greateft ot ali ob- 
fiacles. The vigilance of her 
guardians was to be dectived: J 
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did not dare to co this 
of my life, with i fa 
nobedy but my fifter, and the no. 
body but me, to confult: jf 
icheme failed, I ram the rifque of 
being imprifoned ; but I faw no 
pain more tormenting than that of 
muicarrying. We agreed that fhe 
fhouid fend to me for a cloak that 
her father had left her, and that] 
fhould put a file into it, to faw the 
lattice of her window, which open- 
ed to the ftreet, and 2 rope-ladder 
to deicend by, and after that not 
to vifit her; but that I thould walk 
every night under the window, to 
wait till the could execute her de: 
fign. I paffed fifteen whole nights 
without feeing any body, becauf 
fhe hac not found a favourableop. 
portunity. At length, the fix. 
teenth night, I heard a fw at 
work: from time to time the work 
was difcontinued, and ia thofe ia- 
tervals my fear was inexpreflible. 
After an hour’s labour I faw her 
faften the cord; fhe then put her, 
felf on it, and flided dawn into 
my arms. I thought 20 moreof 
danger, and ftaid fome time with- 
out moving from thence; I then 
conduéted her out of -the city, 
where I had a horfeready ; I placed 
her behind me, and rode with all 
the hafte poffible, from a place 
which might have been very fatal 
tous. Wereached, before day, 
the houfe of a Guebre, in a defert 
place, where he lived retired by 
the labour of his hands. Not 
thinking it proper to fay with 
him, by his advice we entered into 
= thick foreft,and hid ourfelves 10 
the hoilaw of an old oak wee, till 
the noife of our Aight fhould be 
over. We lived both together in 
this place, without being feed, 
continually repeating how wt 
would always love one another, 
Waitingan opportunity when fome 
Guebre prief thould perform the 
ceremony 
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emony of our marriage, order- 
aay on facred books. My fif- 
ter, faid-1 to her, how holy is this 
union! Nature hath united us, 
out holy law will again unite us. 
At length a prieft came to fatisfy 
ourimpatieat love ; he performed, 
ia the houfe of a peafant, the 
whole’ marriage ceremony: he 
blefled us, and wifhed usa thou- 
fand times all the vigour of Guf- 
tafpe, and the fanctity of Hohe- 
raipe.. Soon after we quitted Per- 
fia, where we were not in fafety, 
and retired to Georgia. We lived 
therea year, every day more de- 
lighted with each other. But as 
my money was near expended, 
and as J feared the diftrefs of my 
fitter more than of myfelf, I left 
her, to feek fome afliftance. from 
our relations. Never was there 
a parting fo tender. But my jour- 
ney Was not only unprofitable, 
but fatal: for, finding, on, one 
hand, our whole eftate confifcated, 
on the other, my relations in a 
manner incapable of affifting me, 
I brought away no more money 
than was fufficient for my jour- 
ney back. But what was my 
defpair at not finding my fifter! 
Some days before my arrival, the 
Tartars had made an incurfion 
lnto the town where flie was; and, 
as they found the was beautiful, 
they took her, and fold her to fome 
Jews, who were going into Tur- 
key, and left only a little girl, of 
whom fhe had been delivereda few 
months before. I followed thefe 
Jews, and got up to them three 
leagues off: my prayers, my tears, 
were In vain; they demanded: of 
me thirty tomans for her, and 
Would not abate one. After I had 


_ aked every body,implored the help 


of both Chrittian and ‘Furkith 
priefts, I applied to an Armenian 
merchant; fold both my daughter 
and myfelf to him, for five and 
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thirty tomans. I went to the 
Jews, paid them thirty tomans, 
and carried the other, five to my 
fifter, whom I had not yet feen. 
Thou art at liberty, my fifter, faid 
I to her, and I may embrace you; 
here are five tomans, which I bring 
you; I am forry the fale of myfelf 
would fetch no more. What! 
cried fhe, are you fold? Yes, re- 


plied I. Ab, unhappy man, what | 


haft thou done? Was J not mife- 

rable enough without your endea< 

vouring to make me more fo? 

Your liberty confoled me, and 

your flavery will fend me to the 

grave. Ah, my brother! how 

cruel is your love! and where is 

my daughter? I have not feen her. 

I have fold her alfo, faid i. We 
both melted into tears, and were 

no more able to talk. I went after- 

wards to waitupon my matter, and 

my fifter got there almoft as foon 
as myfelf: fhe fell down upon her 
knees before my mafter; I afk fla- 
very of you, faid fhe, as others do 
liberty; take me, you may fell me 
at a higher price than my hufband. 
This then oceafioned a -ftruggle 
between us, which drew tears from 
my matter, Upbeeey man! faid 
fhe, did you think 1 would ac- 
cept of my liberty at the expence 
of thine? Sir, behold here two 
unfortunate. perfons, who muft 
die if you feparate us. I offer 
myfelf to you, pay me, perhaps 
that money, and my fervices, may 
one day obtain from you what I 
dare not afk of-you. It is your 
intereft not to feparate us; be af- 
fured that his life is at my difpo- 
fal. The Armenian, who was a 
good tempered man, was touched 
with our misfortunes. Both of 
you ferve me, faid he, with fide- 
lity and zeal; I promife you, that 
in a year you fhall have your lis 
berty. I fee that neither-of you 
merit tbe misfortunesof yourcon- 

dition. 






































: 

















a 





a 


en a —o 


310 Original Poetry. 


dition. If, when at liberty, you 
thould be as happy as you deferve 
to be, if fortune fhould {mile upon 
you, I am certain you will re- 
compence me for the lofs I fhall 
futtain. We both embraced his 
knees, and went the voyage with 
him. We mutuaily affifted each 
other in the labours of fervitude, 
afid I was always delighted when 
I had done that work which be- 
longed to my fifter. The end of 
the yearat lengtharrived: our maf- 
ter kept his word, and gave us our 
liberty. We returned to Tefflis; 
there 1 found an old friend of my 


father, who praétifed phyfic in 
that city with fuccefs. He lent 
me fome money, with which ] 
trafiicked. Some affairs afterwards 
called me to Smyrna, where I fet. 
tled. Ihave lived here fix years, 
and I enjov here the moft delightful 
and moft agreeable fociety in the 
world: unity reigns inmy family, 
and I would not change my con- 
dition for that of all the kings in 
the world. — I have been fo happy 
as to find out the Armenian mer- 
chant, towhom I owe every thing, 
and I have rendered him fome 
confiderable fervices. 








The American Mu/fe. 








ORIGINAL POETRY. 





AN ATTEMPT TO MURDER ORPHEUS.—Second Edition. 


OME time ago, as I’ve been told, 
(Th’ account I own is rather old) 
A fidler liv’d, but what the deuce 
His name fhould be, fave OxPHEUsE, 
I fwear I cannot tell : 
His violin he us’d to found, 
‘To gather pence the country round, 


And this he did full well. 


A buxom jade he had to wife; 

They fay he lov’d her more than life: 
It happen’d once by chance 

She died—at leaft fo it was thought 
By all the people round ; 
But it at length was found, 
When ¢hat the truth came out, 
She only had a trance. 


Oxrnevs was defp’rate glad to find 

His darling fpoufe was {till behind, 
And back to him had come: 

He play’d with twice his ufual glee, 

And danc’d, and fung, and fo did fhe, 
To find herfelf at home. 


Ah! well-a-day! to funthine ftorms fucceed— 
The wily cats at length will catch poor mice ; 


By cruel nails the nimbleft fleas muft bleed; 
And fo—juft fo, it hap’d to Eurypice. 


Death, 











Original Poetry. 
Death, (an old fellow, furly, gruff, and crabbed) 
Vex’d to be chous’d of his prey, 
Swore by his bones, 
That ere another day 
He’d have her nabbed, 
And inthe locker plac’d of Davy Fones. 


That very night, and in his fleeve he laugh’d, 
When her gin-flafk at ufual hour fhe plied, 
So long fhe fuck’d, fo oft renew’d the draught, 

That ere fhe could recover breath—tfhe died. 


At this poor Orrueus made a dreadful clatter; 

(Such accidents are now thought no great matter) 

He rav’d, and ftamp’d, and curs’d, and {wore, 
And bit his lips, and thumpt his head,— 

Now pull’d bis ears,—anon his nofe he tweak’d: 
At length, by fury and by madneis led, 

His vengeance on the infenfate glafs he wreak’d, 

And dafh’d the empty bottle on the floor. 


Forth from the town the crazy fidler flies, 

O’er field and lawn with rapid firide he hies: 

His rolling eye-balls glance on ev’ry fide 
Unconf{ciogs over {cenes which late they knew, 
While dogs in packs the frantic bard purfue, 

And gore with frequent fnaps his {weaty hide. 


Arriv’d at laft 
Amid the foreft’s gloom, 
In filent dells, 
Where deadly night fhade dwells, 
But fragrant wild flow’rs never breathe perfume, 
He checks his furious hafte: 
His languid powers no longer fupport yield— 
He puffs—-he blows—then finks upon the field. 


Now he grafps his violin, 
Shuts his teeth in clofeft grin, 

: Firmly holds his trufty bow, 
Sounds a high note—then a low— 
Rozins well each tuneful ftring, 
Sets his back againft a tree, 
Then, with tweedle, diddle dee, 
Makes the woods and vallies ring. 


Some ftones and ftumps, 
With hops and jumps, 
Were pafling by that way ; 
Not romping and tearing, 
But taking a civil airing, 
Upon a fummer’s day. 

There alfo chanc’d along the road to jog 
Numbers of beafts of every diff’rent kind— 
The favage wild-cat, and the tim’rous hind— 

The cunning reynard, and the heavy hog, 
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Original Poetry. 
With many other gallant brutes, 
All gaily dreffed in their Sunday fuits. 


Hear the noify fiddle rattle— 
How it charms the gazing cattle! 
See them ftaring like ftuck pigs; 
While, as Onpuy’s elbow quavers, 
Round him dance the whizzing pavers 
And nimble monkies caper lively jigs. 


When tir’d, at length, his ftrokes more flow he draws 
(Neceffitas, kind firs, non habet Jaws) 

When in fweet cadence found the lengthen’d tones, 
And he for fymphony gives hollow groans, 

Affes in fober faduefs move their feet, 

And gravely walk a ferious minuct. 


But when again 
The madnefs rages, 
And in loud ftrain 
His inftrument engages, 
Brutes of all forts, 
Fond of mufic and fports, 
(Among the reft fome pretty bears, 
Arrang’d in mighty handfome pairs, ) 
With aukward ftep and clumfy prance, 
All hobble down the jocund country dance. 


Now the noife and din increafes; 
Buftle fills the woods and clamour: 
Lefs confufion enfues, 
When in hot volcanoes 
The red bar Vulcan feizes, 
And rattles away with his hammer. 
Of lad and lafs, a drunken throng 
Come ftaggering along, 
Gay and frifky, 
. With black eyes—bloody nofes—~ 
And other neat bruifes, 
While their faces are flaming with whitky: 
When the mufic they hear, 
How they curfe and they {wear, 
And with to perdition 
The blackguard mufician. 


Now with brooms they affail him— 

_ Now tub him—now pail him :— 
His leaden full by oft repeated ftroke 
Is flatten’d down—his Janthorn jaws are broke: 
Forth from thofe lips which lov’d the mantling bowl, 
With heavy blows they /queexe his crazy foul ; 
And while the thatter'd fiddle ftrews the green, 
They with the Judian war dance clofe the {cene. 
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Original Poetry. 


An Elegiac Ode on the Death of Mifs C. H. of Second River. 


OST thou, fair Virtue, in thefe realms exift? 
And haft thou not fome guardian angel here, 
Whofe name ftands foremoft on the heavenly lift 
Of feraphs, that immortal crowns do wear? 


And thou, {weet Friendfhip, at whofe fhrine fhe bow’d, 
Haft thou no fav’rite genius to protect 

Such as around thy temple wifh to croud, 
And human race befriend without refpect. 


If, then, thou haft, why quench the rifing {park 
Of Virtue, Friendfhip, and of heavenly love ?— 
Why fuffer death to wing the fatal dart? 
Or was the hand commiffion’d from above ? 


Did Heaven decree the fympathizing tear 

Should {well the eye, and forrow heave the breaft 
Of tender parents, and of friends fincere, 

Who knew full well the virtues fhe poffefs’d? 


Ceafe, then, thou murmuring ftream,* to tell 
How fhe along thy winding banks would ftray ; 
And contemplating death, the pafling bell 
Would feem to echo from each filver fpray. 


Ye little warblers in. her wonted grove, 
Forbear your mattin fongs, nor chant at night, 
Nor fing how fhe among the trees would rove,— 
And liften to your ftrains with what delight. 


Ye verdant banks, and lovely flow’rs forbear 
To tell how fhe would nurfe with teader hand ; 
How pleas’d fhe was to make your charms her care, 
When blooming buds your various tints expand: 


Tell not, how oft, with mufing fteps, and flow, 
She walk’d amid the flow’rs, and cull’d with art 
The rofe, the pink, and lilly fair as fnow, 
Bright emblems of her tender gen’rous heart. 
But hark! fome bright angelic fpirit cries— 
Thofe virtues fhe confpicuoutly poffefs’d— 
Therefore fhe’s call’d to reap, beyond the fkies, 
Unfading flow’rs, and be forever blefs’d. 


mantic fcene, 





Wekete Tees 


TO SPRING. 
ESPOTIC Winter, rob’d in fleecy hoar, 
No more ufurps his empire o’er the plain, 
Nor drives the bellowing furges on the thore, 
Nor fpreads around his defolating reign. 


Vou. VI. No. 5s H 





* A (mall river or brook that empties into the river Paffaick, ealled Second River, 
runs through a beautiful valley, crouded with cedars, pine, laure! and ever-greens, 
which nature has formed into delightful walks and bowers, and difplays a moft ro- 
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Original Poetry. 


The wilder’d, fhiv’ring fwain no more defcries 
The horrid gloom, nor hears the howling blaft ; 
Nor fees the drifting mountains round him rife, 
Nor riv’lets bound in icy fetters faft. 
The fleecy ftorm, that lately rob’d the plain, 
The chilling blaft, that form’d the icy fhower, 
The howling winds, that {wept the billowy main, 
Are gone,—and Wire holds his reign no more. 


Rous‘d from the gloom of this her tranfient death, 
Reviving Nature’s charms again appear; 

Again mild Zephyr wakes, with balmy breath, 
The budding beauties of the youthful year. 


Blith Serine returns, and through her lengthening dey 
The deam of Phoebus more refulgent glows; 
Waking to life by this his genial ray, 
The blufhing beauties of th’ ambrofial rofe. 
Now, fcatter’d round in Nature’s rude arrgy, 
To deck the hill or grace the lowly vale, 
The earlier flowers their opening charms difplay, 
And yield a rich profufion to the gale. 
While in each grove, perch’d on the quiv’ring fpray, 
The feather'd fongfter {wells his notes to prove, 
By all the beauties of his artlefs lay, 
The fweets, the rapturous {weets of mutual love. 


5 ne a 


VERSES TO A SLEEPING INFANT. 

tt are thy flumbers, Innocence, reclin’d 

On the fond bofom of maternal love; 

Calm as the lake whofe waters gently move, 
Wafting the fpirit of the dying wind. 
For thee Affection wakes with pleafing care, 
Delighted {miles, and breathes the fervent prayer. 
Far different is fleep, when Labour faints 

On his hard couch—when reftlefs Avarice quakes,— 


When from the fcene of dread that Confcience paints, 
Affrighted Guilt with fudden horror wakes; 


When from the eye of day Misfortune fhrinks, 
And on his bed of thorns defponding finks : 
When night recalls the toilfome day of Care, 
When hopelefs Love catches, in fhort repofe, 
Scenes that alike his tortur’d bofom tear, 
Vifions of fhadowy blifs or real woes. 


For dreams like thefe, and nigh i 
ghts of anxious pal, 
Manhood thy peaceful flumbers mutt refign; 
And all his boafted wifdom figh in vain 


For the calm bleffings of a fleep like thine. 





Mafucr 















Original Poetry. 


O plaintively thy verfe {wells in mine ear, 
Oh Moufe, who weepeft in {weet poetry; 
That malgre all of Homer that I hear, 
I don’t believe he ever wrote like thee. 
So prettily thou talk’ft of Liderty, 
I do fufpeét thou art fome Democrat, 
Who in fuch Patriot ftrains doft wail thy fate— 
Belure, ’tis very pleafant to be free. 
And much I hope that he, whofe lucky eye 
Firft glanc’d upon thy tear bedew’d petition, 
Did put himfelf, in thought, in thy condition, 
Unhook thy trap, and bid thee a ‘* good bye.” 
Yet let me-tell thee, verfifying youth, 
If pen in paw thou mean’ft again to take, 
And in each breaft would’ ft fedlow-feelings wake ; 
Take care, and pay a due regard to truth.— 
Thou fay’{t * the fcatter’d gleanings of a feaft” 
* Thy frugal meal fupplies’—Ah! Moufe, I'm forry 
When makinz a lamentable beheft, 
Thou fhould’ft be weak enough to tell a ftory. 
Indeed thy artifice is very plain— 
For if thou art contented with the /crap, 
Which from the unfwept carpet thou may’ ft glean, 
What bufinefs Moufy had’ft thou in the trap? 
Have I not often found thee in my clofet, 
Gnawing my clothes, and quills, and books, and papers; 
Sticking thy nofe in jelly, falve, or poffet, 
And ’mongft my /weetmeats cutting wicked capers? 
Have I not known thee on a whole cheefe nibble, 
When a handful of fragments lay juft by; 
And feen thee make a 4am look like a cribédle, 
When /craps on every fide did meet thine eye? 
And when the family have been afleep 
Did’ft thou not often on my toilet creep, 
And flily climbing up the candleftick, 
Did’ it pilfer all the tallow from the wick ? 
Now Moufe, I never yet did grudge a meal 
To him that hungry was—nay, did he /eal, 
His prefling want the aétion might excufe; 
But then my Jenity he fhould not abufe. 
No—ZJ am noted for my kind affection 
To all thy little black ey’d race ; 
And oft have refcued them from fad difgrace, 
And granted them my beft proteétion: 
Once in particular I chanc’d to meet, 
One of thy brethren in the ftreet, 
Benumb’d with cold, (for ’twas a piercing day ;) 
So catching up the fufferer, with fpeed 
I plac’d him in a window ftuff'd with hay— 
Yes, and he bit my finger for the deed. 
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Aafwer to the Mouje’s Petition, which appeared in the Diary of the 26th. 
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March 29, 1795: 


SONG, fet to Mufic by Mr. A 


Original Poetry. 

Yet, notwithftanding, if thou now art free, 

And wilt refide with harmlefs me, 

And from thy crevice wilt but fqueak, 

(Becaufe I know Mice eannot fpeak) 
Then from my Jarder ftraight I will unhoard 
Whate’er of dainty food it doth afford; 

Chee/e, bacon, apple-pye, or foufe; 
And put thee down for drink a cup of cream, 
Or aught befide that favoury may feem, 

For that thou art a Philofophic Moufe. 
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Columbia College, at their Commencement Feftival. 


CHORUS. 
ET Mufic pour its ftrain, 
Let Mirth’s glad fongs beguile, 

Let Joy triumphant reign, 

And jolly Bacchus fmile! 
Hail to the night that makes us once more free, 
And gives again our long loft liberty ! 
Hail to the night that lulls to joy our dread, 
And rears again each ftudent’s drooping head! 
Let others date their martial davs of mirth, 
And boaft great aétions gave the zra birth, 
We always will with glowing rapture tell 
When we our Alma mater bade farewell. 


Cuorus.—Let Mofic pour its ftrain, &c. 


The Earth, revolving round its blazing fphere, 
Four times has ran its bold and fwift career; 
Four times has Cancer rear’d his fultry head, 
And blufhing V7rgo with her breezes fled, 

Since firft we fought yen fam’d Columbian feat, 
The fmiling Mufes’ rev’rend, fond retreat, 
Where bold Apollo ftrikes his quiv’ring lyre, 
And Youth, enraptur’d, catch the genial fire. 


Great things within that time have been taught there, 
Concerning matter, motion, fpace and air ; 

Of animals in codfifh found fo fmall, 

A point could crufh ten thoufands in its fall: 

Logic has lin’d with thought profound our brains, 
And we’ve grown warlike over Homer’s ftrains; 
We've learnt to {peak from Tully’s fluent page, 

And Blair has taught us all the critic’s rage. 


Philofophy has told us what we owe 
To Deity, to man, «> friend and foe; 


Longinus, like a grand, impetuous ftream, 
Has borne our feelings with his lofty theme. 





PETRONELLA. 
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Fach wife Profeffor, with precifion clear, 
Has op’d Arcana’s to our wondering ear; 


Has pointed out the tow’ring dome of Fame, 


And wrapt our bofoms with 


Ambition’s flame. 


The Colleze-Hall (fo fpacious and fo grand, 

Not fuch could Greece or boafting Rome command) 
Has oft re-echoed to the foaring found 

Of healing anthems and of themes profound: 

There oft the Boarp, with grave and rueful face, 
Adorn’d with dignity the awful place; 

With folemn voice pronounc’d the firm rebuke, 
While haplefs criminals with terror fhook. 


There, when the Sun had thed his earlieft beam, 
And ting’d with gold grand Hudfon’s filent ftream, 
The tinkling bell proclaim’d the hour of prayer, 
And call’d the ftudent to his daily care: 

Sometimes the fignal harbinger of dread 

Found him ftill lumbering in his much-lov’d bed; 
Then would he ftart and mourn his haplefs fate, 
That kept him dallving in his bed fo late. 


But now thefe fcenes fhall never more appear, 
And let Remembrance drop a parting tear: 

No more the precepts of our-honour’d friends 
Will guide our ftudies or direct our ends; 

No more fhall union own its fond command, 
Or call vs more in one united band: 

O let the thought each youthful cheek bedew,— 
To-night we bid our friends, yon walls, adieu! 


Then after tears we’ll burft in mirth again, 

For joy {till governs over parting pain; 

Our country calls us to an a¢tive part, 

The love of glory ftimulates each heart: 

Then hail the night that makes us once more free, 

And gives again our long loft liberty! 

Hail to this night that lulls to joy our dread, 

And rears again each ftudent’s drooping head! 
Cuorus.—Let Mufic pour its ftrain, &c. 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 





KONIGSBERG, Feb. 18. 
ETTERS from Grodno itate, that 
a courier had arrived there from 
Peterfburgh, who brought with him the 
Pian of the new partition of Poland, but 
the particulars have not yet tranfpired ; 
forthe whole is to be determined by the 


partitioning commiffion afiembled at Cra- 
cow. 

On the part of Auftria, Count Ma. 
jiath, the Imperial Commiffary at Lem- 
herg, has been appointed Directoral Vice 
Prefident of the territory, which fall into 
the hands of Auftriae It is — 

that 
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that the king will be allowed a penfion 
during the remainder of his life. This 
unfortunate monarch has lately been per- 
fuaded by General Suwarow, to write a 
letter to the Emprefs, and to intreat her 
to grant him an afylum in her territories, 
that he might end his days in tranquility. 
Amongtt other things, his laf letter, 
which was conveyed tothe Emprefs by 
the Prince Gallicia, contained the follow. 
ing expreffions ; 

Refignation of the crown of Poland. 

‘* The name of the crown of Poland 
has been obliterated from amongft the 
crowns of the European States, The 
Polith Empire exifts no longer; there is 
no longer a Popith army, no free govern 
ment; in fhort, there exifts nothing 
which characterizes an independent ftate. 

‘< The Polith army has entered into 
the fervice of three Belligerent Powers, 
cr were made prifoners of war by them. 
One thoufand five hundred Poles have 
been condutted prifoners to Ruffia, from 
the Ruffian camp alone. The conquer- 
ors réign with abfolute {way over the con- 
quered territories. 

‘¢ Lithuania is become a province of 
Ruffia, and from Southern Pruffia into 
the Viftula, all is fubjeéted to Pruffia: 
wherever there are Ruffian foidiers, the 
eftates of the abfent are fequeftered: fufs 
fer me, therefore, voluntarily to refign 
a crown which heaps upon my head fuch 
a mafs of adverfity,” 

Lonpon, March 24. Bya gentleman 
recently arrived from Gibraltar, accounts 
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are received that the Em of 

had broke off the a ie 
between the ftates of Barbary and Ame. 
rica, and had adtually declared War a. 
gain& the United States. Hitherto the 
Court of Portugal has nat only prevented 
thofe piratical defperadoes frum pafling 
and cruizing near the mouth of the 
Streights, but has, in various inftances, 
befriended the Ameiicans, as well by al- 
lowing them convoys, as by endeavonrs 
to conclude a treaty of peace. 

28.] Ear! Camden ieft London yefter. 
day for Holyhead, to take upon him the 
arduous office of Lord Lieutenant of Ire. 
land. He goes to meet the fcrutiny of a 
nation impetuous and incenfed—without 
powers to appeafe--and without un- 
deritanding to qualify. He bears with 
him the fecret inftructions of Mr, Pitt: 
whether thefe are conceived in fucha hi- 
rit of liberality as to conciliate the Inh 
nation, the event alone can cetermint. 

EpinsurcGH, March 26, Ai official 
letter is juit received by a houfe at Leith, 
of which the following is a copy i— 

Letters from the American Confuls a 
Gibralcar and Cadiz, dated the sgth and 
2oth of February, advife, that “ Muley 
Soliman’s cruizers were authorized to ct 
tain ail veifels of the United States, and 
that they would certainly leave Salee, 


and cruize as far as Madeira, as foon a’ 


the weather fhould be favourable. 1 pray 
you to communicate this information to 
all mafters of American veflels in yout 
diftriet.”” 








DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 





NEW-YORK, May 9, 
HE Annual Commencement of Co 
lumbia College took placeon Wed- 
nefdaydaft, at St. Paul's Chapel, when the 
following degrees were conferred, viz. 
The Degree of Bachelor of Arts on 
Effingham Warner, Daniel D. Tomp- 
kins, Thomas Herring, William Rofs, 
John Morrifon, John Romeyne, Adolph 
Lent, John H. Meier, Pierre C. Van 
bal ppes tr. peer pee 5, Silvanus Mil- 
er, Alexancer Phenix, James Inglis 
John B. Linn, Nicholas mace Sidney 
Phenix, Philip Duryee, George Barku- 
Joo, Henry Sands, John Fer 


ufon, Jol 
J. Faefch, Barnard Elliott. hae 
‘Temple, Renfielaer Wefterlo, Robert 


Remien, and Thomas Phenix. 
The Degree of Matter of Arts 

Frederick Van Horne, Jotham Por 

Nathan H. White, and Peter Anderton, 


The Degree of Doétor of Phyfic on 

William M. Rofs, Peter Anderfon, and 
Timothy F. Wetmore. 

12.] We learn from Princeton, that 
the Reve Dr. Samuel S. Smith was cho- 
fen Prefident of the College of New- 
lerfey, on the 6th inft. in the room ot 
the jate Rey. Dr. Witherfpoon, by the 
unanimous voice of the board of ttufe 
tees, and to the high gratification of the 
ftudents. . searlery 

I Tuefday laft being the anniver™ 
of ot anne Society, OF very 
Order, the fame was celebrated by t 
Society. The members of the inftitu- 
tion affembled at their Wigwam # 9 
o'clock, A.M. and after tranfatting their 
ufual bufinefs, formed a proceffion tot 
Old Prefbyterian church in Wall ftreets 
where a fuitable and elegant oration was 


° . by 
delivered, to a numerous audiences 
: Brother 



















proces 


peace 
Ame. 
ar a. 
to the 
ented 
affin 

F the 
IniCes, 
by al- 
Vourg 


efter. 
n the 
“dre. 
of a 
hout 
une 
with 
Pitt; 
hpi 
lrith 
ee 
icial 
sith, 


is at 
and 
uley 
cts 
and 
lee, 
) ag! 
ray 
1 te 
our 


et a a 





Brother Samuel L. Mitchill, and a col- 
jeétion made for the charity-fchool of 
that church, At three o'clock the Bro- 
thers of the Society fat down to a hand- 
fome entertainment, prepared for them at 
Brother Hunter’s Hotel. The day was 
fpent with that conviviality and harmony 
which fhould ever mark the meetings of 
a fociety inftituted for the purpofe of 
drawing clofer the ties of affection and 
love among its members. 

In the Federal Court of Pennfylvania, 
on Tuefday Jaft, verdi€t was given by the 
jury in the great caufe refpeéting certain 
Jandsin the county of Luzerne, which have 
been claimed by perfons in that ftate in 
oppofition to others from the flate of Con- 
necticut. The evidence and pleadings 
on both fides took up in the whole fixteen 
days. The jury were charged by Judge 
Patterfon, and after retiring for about 
half an hour, they returned, having found 
for the Pennfylvania claimant, Cornelius 
Van Horne, againft John Dorrance, de- 
fendant, claimant of Conneéticut, and 
who has been for many years fettled on 
the farm in quettion. 

The, particular decifion between Van 
Horne and Dorrance will devermine a 
great number of others in the fame predi- 
cament. Between eight and nine thoufand 
people are fettlec on thefe lands, whofe 
titles are in exaétly the fame fituation 
with that of the defendant, Mr. Dorrance. 
We underftand that it is propofed to carry 
the cavfe into the Cout of Chancery. 

15.] Yefterday afternoon 24 brafs can- 
non, lately from the foundery at Spring- 
ficld, were paraded on the Battery for 
the purpofe of being provede On their 
being difcharged, 43 unfortunately burft. 
Though a great number of f{peétators 
were prefent, none, as we have learned, 
received any injury. 

22.] An ingenious clergyman, in the 
acighbourhood of Birmingham, England, 
has contrived a {nuff-box which tells the 
hour of the day at any given place on 
the globe; defcribes every motion of the 
tarth, for 60 years to come; is a perpe- 
tual almanack, and calculates eclipfes 
as readily as the owner can take fnuff. 

_ A young Frenchman lately loft his life 

in New-Jerfey, by heroically leaping into 

a fiver to refcue a young woman, a Mifs 

Denike, who had fallen in; the young 

woman was alfo drowned. 

= — or brafs devouring time may 
waite, 

But — like this fhall time itfelf 
outlaft.”” 

25.] Don Jofeph Ignatius de Viar 


has been appointed by his Catholic Ma- 
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jetty, Conful-general forthe United States 
of America, and acknowledged as fuch 
by the Prefidente 

James Fairlie, Efq; is appointed Clerk 
of the Supreme Court of this ftate, vice 
John M‘Kiffon, Efq; reigned. 

The following appointments were made 
at alate meeting of the Truftees of Co- 
tumbia College. 

David Hofack, M. D. Profeffor of 
Botany. 

Rev. John M‘Knight, D. D. Profeffor 
of Moral Philofophy and Logics 

Rev. John Bifiet, A. M. Profeffor of 
Rhetoric and Beiles Lettres. 

26.] Lat Saturday morning off Chin- 
coteague, the Britith thips Thetis, of 36 
guns, and Huffar, of 28 guns, fell in 
with five fail of armed fhips—the latter 
drew upin a line of battle, and hoifted 
French colourse—in about an hour the 

Huffar began the attack, which foon be 
came a clofe aétion all around, within 
mufket thot ; in about half an hour the 
Huffar broke the French line. The 
French Commodore and another fhip 
then fheered off, under a prefs of fail 5 
the Huffar and Thetis continued the ac- 
tion with the other three fhips, which 
foon after ftruck ; but owing to the dif- 
abled ftate of the Britith thips, they could 
only teke poffeffion of the two largeft; the 
other efcaped. One of the fhips taken is 
a new frigate, pierced for 38 guns; fhe 
fought 26 on one fide: the other is a 
copper-bettomed thip of 28 guns, fought 
18. This was a fleet in balla, which 
flipped out of Gaudaloupe bound to the 
Chefapeake for provifions. The hips 
that efcaped mounted from 20 to 24 guns 
each. The fmalleft thip taken had 16@ 
men on board. 

27.) Yefterday morning the trunk of 
a female was taken up at low water mark, 
near the air furnace, North River. A 
coroner's inqueft fat upon the body, who 

brought in as their opinion, that fhe had 
died a natural death, and prefume that 
the had been diffeéted by fume furgeon, 
who thus committed her to the pzEP to 
prevent difcovery. She was quite naked ; 
her head and thighs appear to have beea 
teken off by a fkilful hand. On her fin- 
gers were found three rings, one of which 
has three diftinét bufts upon it, under 
which thefe letters are affixed, CHALIPE 5 
on the fame are thefe infcriptions---" LE 
PELLETIE, martir de la liberte’’---and 
*¢ Marat, martir ce Ja liberte.” 

—MARRIAGES.— 

In New-York.—In the capital, Mr. 
George Furman, to Mifs Rachel Clark. 
w-Mr. Jacob Varian, to Mifs Hefier 

Murphy. 
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Murphy.—Mr. Jofeph Board, to Mifs 
Margaret Shierman.—Mr. Ifaac Stagg, 
to Mifs Catharine Lincoia.—Mr. Louis 
D. Flinn, to Mifs Sarah Crawford.— 
Mr. David Jacobs, to Mifs M. Amar.— 
Mr. John Tillou, to Mifs Maria Reed.— 
Mr. Rotert Mott, to Mifs Lydia P. 
Stanfbury.—Mr. Joho Hatheld, to Mifs 
Elizaveth Marks.—Capt. Keefe, to Mifs 
Sally Ca jton.—Do@or Adam J. Doli, to 
Mifs Chritina Bauman.—Mr. George 
Gervis, to Mifs Nancy Andess—Mr. F. 
Gervis, to Mits Elizabeth Cunning.— 
Mr. J. Chithoim, to Mifs B. M‘ Donald. 

At Cheiter, Mr. Nathaniel Bell, to 
Mifs Fanny Smith. 

At Albany, John W. Henry, Efg; to 
Mifs Charlotte Seton. 

In New. Jerfey.——At Bergen, the Rev. 
Mr. J]. Cornel fon, to Mifs C. Mefie~. - 

At Hackenfack, Mr. John P. Haff, to 
Mifs Sally Haff. 

In Pennfylvania.—In the capital, Dr. 

ohn Cumming, to Mift Harman.—Mr. 
if. A. Jackfon, to Mifs D. C. Wharton. 
—Gabriel Duval, Efq; to Mifs Gibbon. 
—Mr. Jacob Walton, to Mifs Ana Ro- 
berts. 

At Chefter, George Stacey, E%; of 
New-York, to Mifs Tacy Beaven. 

In Delaware. —At Wilmington, Col. 
‘Touzard, to Mifs Aun Geddes. 

In Conne@icut.—At Hartford, Pren- 
tice Mi'l, Efq; to Milfs Sally Hudfon. 

In Maffachufett-.—In the capital, Mr. 
Thomas French, to Mifs Nancy Englith. 

At Longmeadow, Mr. John M. Dun- 
ham, Printer, to Mifs Emily Burt. 

—DEATHS.— 

In New-York —In the capital, Mr, 
Wilitam Smith, Printer, aged $1.—Mrs, 
Fannv Lazarus, aged 75.—Mrs. Sufan 
Barr Mefier, in the 21{ year of her age. 

At Camiilius, Onondaga County, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Stevens. 

In New- ferfey.—At Cape May, Jere- 
miah Eldridge, Efquire. 

In Penniyivania.—In the capital, Mrs. 
Bright.—Mrs. Henry, late of the Old 
American Company of Comedians.—< 
Mrs. Mary Crukthank, coniort of Mr. 
J. Crukthank Printer and Bookfeiler.— 
Capt. j. Gordons-=Capt. P. Le Telier, 

in Connedticut.—-At New-Haven, the 
Rev. Ezra Stiles, D. D. Prefident of 
Yale College, in the 68th year of his age. 
—Preticent Stiles was born at North- 
Haven, November 29th, A. D. 1727. 
©. S. He was graduated at Vale Coilleze, 
in the year 1746; and in 1749, Was cal- 
led to the office of a Tutor in the College 
in which ftation he continued fix wanes 


He was fetued in the paftoral office at 
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Newport, in Rhode-I and, in ¢ 
1755+ In 1776, beiwe obli 
events of the war to leave his congrega. 
tion at Newport, he was called to Dreach 
at Port{mourh, in New-H amphhire, at 
which place he declined an offered fettle. 
De Rec ae cat at Some Sopace peri, 
his flock might be re-gathered, and that 
he m: ght again take the overfight of them 
at Newport.—In 1977 he was eleéted 
Prefident of Yale Coiiege, and afterwards 
Profeifor of Ecclefiaitical Hittory; andin 
June 1778, was infallei in the Pref. 
dentthip, in which he continued till his 
death. He maintained an extenfive lite. 
trary correfpondence with learned men, 
both in this and foreign countries; was 
a member of the moft refpectable Philo. 
fophical Societies in America, and re. 
ceived the firft honours of fome of the 
principal Univerfities im the United States 
and Great- Britain. 

At Wooditock, the Rev. Stephen Wil- 
liams, in the 74th year of his age, and 
49th of his miniftry. 

At Wathington, the Rev. Noah Mer- 
vin, in the 424 year of his age. 

At Canaan, Captain Samuel Hanford, 
im his 76th year. : 

At Danbury, Mrs. Ruth Ketchum, 
in the 45th year of her age. 

At New-Hartford, Mr. Benj. Merril, 
in the 78th year ofthis age.—He has left 
a widow in the 75th year of her age, with 
whom he had lived 55 years. He had 18 
children, 12 of which are now living ; 70 
grand-children, 53 of which are living; 
and fix great-grand children. Forty-three 
of the above attended his funeral. 

In Franklin, Mr. Nathaniel Fotter. 

In South-Eaft, Mrs. Baldwin. 

At Middletown, Mrs. Hannah John- 
fon, aged go. She had 7 children, go 
grand-children,220 great-grand-childreny 
and 25 great-great-grand-children j in all 
three hundred and two. 

—FOREIGN DEATHS. 

In’ Great-Britain.—At his houfe ia 
Torry, (Fife-thire) Sir William Erhkine, 
Bart. in the Seth year of his age 

At Murrayfield, the Hon. Alexander 
Murray, Lora Henderdale, one of the Se- 
nators of the Coliege of ‘uftice, and one 
of the Juages of the High Court ol Jul- 
ticiary in Scotiand. 

At his feat at Giafferton, near Dum- 
fries, the Hon. Keith Stewart, Admiral 
of the Blue, and Receiver-general of 
Scotland, 

At Bruffels, of a wound received in the 
fervice of the French Republic,Mr. James 
Loockock Cuffack, a native of Scuth- 
Carolina. 
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